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At a meeting of the Se er of the Poor in the city 
27 e e June Gib. 796. | 


The opinion of Counſcl having been given againſt 
the le#ality of granting permanent penſions. 


Reſolved, That the practice of granting them be 
diſcontinued. | 


. Reſolved, That one hundred copies of the laws of 
I this ſtate, relative to the poor, be printed, and that 
Walter Franklin, Eſquire, be requeſted to ſuperintend 
the publication thereof, and to make ſuch marginal 
notes and references as he may judge uſeful: and that 
the foregoing refolution be annexed thereto. 
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Extracted from the Minutes, 


JohN JorunsToN, Secretary. 


MOST of the as relative to the poor which 
have been repealed, &c. are retained in this col- 
lection as it may freqiiently be neceſſary, in determin- 
ing queſtion ariſing on the laws now in force, to 
recur to former proviſions on the ſame ſubjecꝭ; ard 
in many other reſpecit a knowledge of them may be 
22 

1. F. 
Auguſt 22d. 1796. 


ERRATUM. 
In the ſixth line of page 43, for 1786 read 1766; 
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An aft for the relief of the Poor. 


{This act was paſſed in the fourth year of Ann, Anno 
Domini 1705, and repealed by eleventh George LIL, 
chapter 18, ſection 34. Province laws, page 414-] 


OR the better relief of the poor of this Overſeers 

province, Be it enacted by JOHN Evans, dag 

Efquire, by the queen's royal approba- when a- 
tion, licutenant governor under William Penn, 3 
Efquire, abfolute proprictary and governor iu 
chief of the province of Pennſylvania and terri- 
torics, by and with the advice aud conſent of the 
frcemen of the ſaid province, in general aſ- 
ſembly met, aud by the authority of the ſame, 
That the juſtices of the peace of the reſpcc- 
tive counties of this province, or any three 
or more of them, ſhall upon the five and twen- 
ticth day of March, yearly (unleſs that (hall 
happen on the firſt day of the week) aud then 
on the day following, mect at ſome couveuient 
place within their county, and there nominate 
and appoint one, two or more (as the eaſe 
may require) of ſubſtantial inhabirants of the 
reſpective towuſhips, and where the townlhips. 
are ſmall and inhabitants few, two or more 
3 | og 


© is 0s 
(as the juſtices think fit) may be joined toge- 
ther within their county, to be overſeers of 
the poor of the ſaid townſhips for the year 
enſuing. * OO : 


To lay an And be it further enacted by the authority 

— aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for 

mount, and the overſeer or overſeers of the poor ſo no- 

288 minated and appointed, to make or lay a rate 

or aſſeſſment after the rate of one penny per 

pound. clear value of the real and perſonal 

eſtates of all and every the freeholders and 

inhabitants within their reſpective townſhips, 

to be employed for the relief of poor, indi- 

gent and impotent perſons inhabiting within 

the ſaid townſhips, in ſuch manner as by this 

act is directed and appointed; and four ſhil- 

lings per head on all freemen not otherwiſe 

rated. Do os e 3 , 7 22 Tatts 

„Hor the And be it further enacted by the authority, 

2 42 aforeſaid, That the ſaid overſeers, before they 

ceed in cob proceed to the collecting of the ſaid rate, ſhall 
| aſfeſſivent, procure the {ame to be allowed by three or 
more juſtices of the peace of the county 

| wherein the ſaid tax is made. And if any 
perſon or perſons ſo rated or aſſeſſed, ſhall 
refuſe to pay the ſum or ſums on them charg- 
ed, that it ſhall and may be lawful to and for 
the ſaid overſeer or overſeers, (having firſt ob- 
| ' tained a warrant under the hands and ſeals of 
' to juſtices of the peace of the county where 
| the ſaid aſſeſſment is made, who are hereby 
| impowered to grant ſuch warrant) to levy the 
| | ſame on the goods and chattels of the perſon 
or perſons ſo refuſing; and in caſe ſuch perſon 
ſhall not, within three days next after ſuch 
diſtreſs made, pay the ſum or ſums on him aſ- 
ſeſſed, together with the charge of ſuch di- 
ſtreſs, that the ſaid overſeer or overſeers may 
proceed 


E 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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eed to the ſale of the goods diſtrained, 
ou to the owner the overplus (if any) 
that ſhall remain on ſuch fale; reaſonable 
charges firſt deducted. And in caſe ſuch per- 
ſon or perſons have no goods or chattels, 
whercby they may he diſtraived, that then it 
ſhall be lawful for the ſaid juſtices to commit 
the offenders to priſon, there to remain with- 
8 bail or mainprize until they have paid the 
ame. 


Provided always, That if any verſo ar Aon 
perſons find themſelves aggrieved with loch the in c Mons, 
rate or aſſeſſment, that then i it ſhall be lawful their judg- 
for the juſtices of the peace, at their next _ 
general quarter, ſeſſions, upon petition of 
the party, to take ſuch 'order therein as to 
them ſhall be thought convenient, and the ſame 
to conclude and bind all parties, and the over- 
ſeer or 'overſecrs ſhall forbear ſuch diſtreſs till 


the ſame be determined in the quarter ſeſſions, 


And be it further enacted by the authority 8 
aforeſaid, That the ſaid overſeers ſhall lay the * = — 
aid rate according to the beſt of their {ki]] county aſ- 

and judgment, wherein they ſhall be guided © 

by the county aſſeſſment on other occaſions, 

having due regard to every man's eſtate with- 


out favor or afſection to any. 


And be it further enacted by the authority pachers & 
aforeſaid, That the father and grand father, —_ 
mother and grand mother, or the children 1 8 
of every poor, old, blind, lame and impotent poor chik 
perſon or other poor perſon, not able to work © 
being of ſufficient ability, ſhall at their own 
charges, relieve aud maintain every ſuch poor 
perſon as the juſtices of the peace at their 
general quarter ſeſſions ſhall order and direct 
on pain of forfeiting forty ſhillings for every 


month they ſhall fail therein. 
And 


[6 
And be it further enafted by the authority 
Overſeers aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for 
Base r il the ſaid overſcers of che poor, by the approba- 
work, and tion and conſent of two or more juſtices of che 
202 Than peace, io ſet on work the children of all ſuch 
tes. Whoſe parents ſhall not be by the faid juſtices 
thought able to maintain them; and alſo to put 
ſuch children out apprentices for ſuch term, 


as they in their diſcretion ſhall fee meet. 


And be it further euacted by the authority 
een aforeſaid, That no perſon or perſons ſhall be 
relief with- admitted or entered into the poor's books or 
r receive relief from the overſeers of the poor, 
nalty, &c. before ſuch perſon or perſons have procured . 

an order from two juſtices of the peace for the 
fame: And in caſc the ſaid overſeers ſhall cu- 
ter into their books, or felieve any ſuch poor: 
perſon or perſons, without ſuch orders, they 
ſhall forfeit all ſuch money or goods paid or 
diſtribuced, unleſs rhe juſtices ſhall approve 
and allow them the fame upon making up their: 
accounts. 

And be it further cnacted by the authority, 

orerfeers aforeſaid, That the juſtices of the ary of 

„ reſpcctive counties ſhall, at leaſt ten 

courts days before the twenty. -fifth day of March 

agg bows yearly, iſſue out their warrants, directed to, 
ic ju CES 

ad de fe- the overicers of the poor of the reſpettive 

me. "9 the : tov. uthips within their county, commanding 

ore, two or their ſaid overſcers to appear before them on 

worero fuce the ſaid diy and produce their accounts of 

decade. hat money they received, and diſburſed 

for the uſc of the poor, and alſo to return the 

names of one, two, or more (as the place 

may require) of the ſufficient inhabitants of 

the reſpective townſhips, to ſucceed them in 

that office for the year caſuing: And in caſe 

the overicers la neglect to bring in ſuch 


their 


*. 
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their accounts, as alſo the names of ſuch ſnfF. Penafry — 
ficient perſons to ſucceed them in that office * 
the year enſuing, ſuch perſon or perſons ſo ne- , 1 
glecting ſhall ſerve in that office one year long- yu. of 
er or otherwiſe forfeit any ſum not exceeding ſuccelfors. 
fifty pounds, as the ſaid juſtices ſhall think fir 

and direct. And in cafe the perſon or perſons 
approved on and appointed by rhafaid juſtices ve = 
to be overſeers of the poor of any tovenſhip ſerve. 
within the reſpective counties ſhall refuſe to 

take upon him or them the ſaid office, and to 

do his or their duty therein he or they ſhall 

forfeit the ſum of five pounds each; which 

ſaid forfeitures ſhall go and be to the uſe of 

the poor of the town or place where ſuch 

neglect or refuſal ſhall be made, and ſhall he 

levied by the conſtable, by warrant from any 

two juſtices of the peace of the ſaid county, 

under their hands and ſcals, on the goods and 

chattels of ſuch perſon or perſons ſo neglecting 

or refuſing, and by the conſtable fold within 

three days next after ſuch diſtreſs made: And 

if there happen any overplus upon fale there- 

of, the ſame ſhall be paid to the perſon or 

perſons to whom the ſame ſhall belong; reaſon- 

able charges firſt deducted. And if ſuch per- 

ſon or perſons, ſo neglecting or refuſing as 
aforeſaid, ſhall not have goods or chattels, 
whereby he or they may be diſtrained as afore- 

faid, that then the ſaid juſtices may commit 

the offender. or offenders to priſon, there to 

remain without bail or mainprize till the ſaid 
forfeitures ſhall be by them fully ſatisfied and 

paid. 

And be it further enacted by tbe authority 
aforeſaid, That the mayor and aldermen of power os 
the city of Philadelphia ſhall have the ſame mayor and 
power and authority, by virtue of this act, men. 


within 


E S-1 
within the limits and precincts of their juriſ- 
dictions, as well out of their ſeſſions, as at their 
ſeflions, as is herein limited, preſcribed and ap- 
pointed to the juſtices of rhe peace of the 
county. 5 


An act for ſupplying ſome defects in the law 
for the relief of the poor. 


[This act was paſſed in the fourth year of George I. 
Anno Domini 1718. Province laws, page 96. And 
repealed by eleventh George III. chapter 18, ſec- 
tion 34. Province laws, page 414, but is (till in 
force as to thoſe who obtained ſettlements under it 
and have not ſince acquired new ones.] 


HEREAS by a law of this province, 

entitled, An act for the relief of the 

poor, it is provided, that the overſeers of the 

poor for the reſpective townſhips ſhall make 

rates or aſſeſſmenis for the relief of the poor, 
indigent and impotent perſons inhabiting with- 

in the ſaid townſhips, but it is not aſcertained 

what ſettlements ſhall render one an inhabitant, 
relievable by the ſaid act: Be it therefore enact. 

ed by WiLLIam KIT RH, Eſquire, by and with 

the king's royal approbation, deputy- lieutenant 

and governor under William Penn, Eſquire, 
proprietary and governor in chief of the pro- 

vince of Pennſylvania, &c. by and with the 

advice and conſent of the freemen of the ſaid 

Settle. province, in general aſſembly met, and by the 
ments of authority of the ſame, That where any un- 
poor bow married perſon, not having child or children, 
obtained. is or ſhall be lawtully hired as a ſervant into 
any city, townſhip or diſtrict, in this province, 

and did or ſhall continue and abide in the fame 

ſervice during the ſpace of one whole year, 


ſuch ſervice ſhall be adjudged and deemed a 
| good 


3 


good ſettlement therein. And if any perſon 
ſhall be bound an apprentice by indenture, and 
ichabit in any city or townſhip in this province, 
ſuch binding and inhabiting ſhall be adjudged ' 
a good ſettlement. And if any perſon, who 
hereafter ſhail come to inhabir in any of the 
faid rownſhips or diſtricts, ſhall, for himſelf, 
and on his own account, execute any public an- 
nual office or charge in the ſaid townſhip or 
diſtrict during one whole year, and ſhall be 
charged with and pay his ſhare towards the 
county taxes or levies for the poor of the ſaid 
townſhip or diſtri, then he ſhall be adjudged 
and deemed to have a legal ſettlement in the 
ſame. And that no other perſon or perſons 
whatſoever. who ſhall come into any county, 
city, townſhip or diſtrict within this province 
ſhall be adjudged to have procured a legal ſet- 
tlement in ſuch county, city. townſhip or dif- 
trict, unleſs he or they ſhall really and bong 

Je take a leaſe of a tenement or plantation of 
the yearly value of five pounds, or unleſs he 
or they give ſuſficient ſecurity for the diſcharge 
of the ſaid county, city, rownſhip or diſtrict, 
to be allowed by any two juſtices of the peace 
or magiſtrates of ſuch county or city. 


II. Provided always, That where any perſon Perſons 
or perſons are come ivto any county, city, due 
townſhip or diſtrict, in this province, out of not to gain 
any other county, city, townſhip or diſtrict, | 
or out of any other place or province, and be- their conti. 
ing likely to become chargeable to the place auance. but 

C . 2 may be re- 
where they are ſo come to inhabit, have been or moved by 
ſhall be required by rhe overſeers of the poor to warrant 

k - unleſs they 
return from whence they came, or give ſecurity ide ſecu- 
for che diſcharge of the county, townſhip or rity- 
place where they are come to inhabit, he, ſhe or 
they refuſing and neglecting ſo to do, ſhall not 
be deemed to have acquireda legal ſettlement by 

B 


their 


Appeal to 
the ſeſſions 


which ſhall 
be conclu- 
ſive. 
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their continuance in the place or places where 
they are ſo come to inhabit, but that upon com- 
plaint made by the overſcers of the poor of the 
proper townſhip or'diſtri& to any one or more 
of the juſtices of peace or magiſtrates of rhe pro- 
per county or city reſpectivehy, where any of the 
faid perſons (refuſing or negk ting to return or 
give ſecurity, or coming to fettle in any tene- 
ment or plantation under the ſaid yearly value 
of five pounds, 'or not otherwiſe obtaining a 
lawful ſettlement, according to the true mean- 
ing of this act) ſhall reſide or be found at the 
time of ſuch complaint. it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and f6r any two juſtices of the peace 
of the county or city, where any of the ſaid 
perſons who are likely to be chargeable to the 
townſhip or place where they reſide, or ſhall 
come to inhabit, by their warrant to remove 
and convey ſuch perſon or perſons to the coun- 
ty, city, townſhip or place, where he, ſhe or 
they were laſt legally ſcttled, either as native, 
houſholder, ſojourner, apprentice or fervant, 
unleſs he or they give ſufficient ſecurity for the 
diſcharge of the ſaid county, city or townſhip 
to be allowed by the ſaid juſtices, 8 

III. Provided always, That if any perſon or 
perſons ſhall find him, her or themſelves aggricv- 
ed by any order or determination, which any 
of the ſaid juſtices of the peace or magiſtrates 
{ball make in any of the cafes aboveſaid, ſuch 
perſon or perſons ſhall have liberty to appeal 
to the next general quarter ſeſſions of the 
peace of the county or city, where ſuch de- 
termination ſhall be made, who, upon hearing 
of ſuch appeal, ſhall have full power finally to 
determine the ſame, and to award coſts, as the 
juſtices of the peace at their quarter ſeſſions in 
Cheat Britain, by a ſtatute made in the eighth 


and ninth years of king William the third, are 


impowered and required to do in ſuch caſes. 


n 


IV. And if any perſon be removed by vir- 
tue of this act, from one county, city, town- 
ſhip or plac- to another, by warrant, under 
the hands and ſeals of two juitices of the 
peace or wagiſtrares as aforeſaid, that the over- 
ſcers of the poor of the townſhip or diſtri& to 
which the ſaid perſons ſhall.be ſo removed, are 

hereby required to receive the faid perſons: ___. 
And if any of the faid'overſcers ſhall refuſe ts receive 
or neglect ſo to do, he or they ſo offending, paupers es 
upon proof thereof by one or more credible —— 
witneſſes, upon oath or affirmation, before any u. under 
one of the juſtices of the ſupreme court of K. 
this province, ſhall forfeit for cach offence the 
ſum of five pounds, to the uſe of the poor of 
the townſhip or. diſtri from which ſuch per- 
ſon was removed; to be leyied by diſtreſs and 
ſale of the offender's goods, by warrant, under How pens 
the hand and ſcal of the juſtices of the ſaid py i» to 
ſupreme court, which they are hereby impow- ES 6s 
ered and required to make, directed to the con- whoſe uſe. 
ſtable of the townſhip where ſuch offender or 
offenders dwell, returning the overplus, if 
any be, to the owner or owners: And for 
want of ſufficient diſtreſs, then the oſſender 
to be committed to the gaol of the county 
where he dwells, there to remain without bail 
or mainprize for the ſpace of forty days. 

V. Provided always, That all ſuch perſons, 
who think themſelves aggrieved with any ſuch Appeal to 
judgment of the ſaid two juſtices, may appeal ne f 
to the next general quarter ſeſſions of the the county 
peace, to be held for the county or city from g 
which the ſaid perſon was ſo removed: And the pauper 
that the appeal againſt any order for the re. e: 
moval of any poor perſon out of any townſhip ' 
or place ſhall be had, proſecuted and determin- 
ed at the general quarter ſeſſions of the 28 

or 
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for the county, city or place from whence 
ſuch poor perſons ſhall be removed, doth le, 
and not elſewhere. 


VI. And to the end, that the monies raiſed 
only for the relief of ſuch as ate impotent and 
poor may not be miſappſied and conſumed by 
the idle, ſturdy and diforderly beggars, Be it 
therefore enacted by the authority afreſaid, Thar - 
_ ſuch perſon, as from the twenty-Fourth 

of June, in this preteat year, one thou- 
1 0 ſeven hundred and eighreen, thall be up- 
on the collection, and receive relief of any 
county, city or place and the wife and chil- 
dren of any ſuch perſon cohabiting in the fame” 
houſe (ſuch child only excepted as thall be by 
the overfeers of the poor permitted to live at 
_ home, in order to have the cate of, aud attend 


Poor 


ſons reliev- any impotent and helpleſs parent) thall, upon 
< to weir the ſhoulder of the right ſkeeve of the upper” 


2 " garment of every ſuch perſon, in an open and 


_ viſible manner, wear ſuch badge or mark, as 
is herein after mentioned aud expreiled; that 
is to fay, a large Roman (P) together witty 
the firſt letter of the name of the county, City' 
or place, whereot ſuch poor perſon is an in- 
habitant, cut cither in red or blue cloth, as by 
the overſeers of the poor it hall be dirccted 
and appointed. 


' Punic. VII. And if any ſuch poor perſon hall at 
ment for any time neglect or refuſe to wear ſuch badge 
inga badge, Or mark as aforeſaid and in manner aforcſaid, 
itt ſhall and may be lawful for any juſtice of the 
peace of the county, city or place where any 
ſuch offence ſhall be committed, upon com- 
plaint to him for that purpoſe made, to puniſh 
every ſuch offender tor every ſuch offence, 
either by ordering of his or her relief, or uſu- 
al allowance on the collection, to be abridged, 
ſuſpended or withdrawn; or otherwiſe, by 


EF 
ommitting ſuch offender to the houſe of cor- 


rection, there to be whipped, and kept at hard 
labor for any number of days, not exceeding 


twenty- one, as to the ſaid jaſtice ſhould ſcem 


mect. 
VIII. And if any ſuch overſeer of the poor 


ſhall relieve any fuch poor perſon, not having Penalty on 
or wearing ſuch badge or wark as aforeſaid, ere 


being thereof convicted, upon the oath or af. 


before any juſtice of the peace of the county 
or city where ſuch offence ſhall be committed, 
ſhall forfeit, for every ſuch offence, the ſum of 
twenty ſhillings, to be levied by diſtreſs and ſale 
of the goods of every ſuch offender, by war- 
rant, under the hand and ſeal of any ſuch juſtice; 
one moiety thereof ta the informer, and the 
other to the poor of the 'townſhip or place 
where the offence ſhall be committed. 


- 1 "SC... * 


dr act impoſe ing a "duty on __ convicted of 

heinous erimes, and to prevent poor and impo- 
tent perſons being imported into the prom 
of hs ent 


[Paſſed in the third, year of George IL A. D. 1729. 
Province laws, page 158, &c.] 


The following are the only proviſions of this 

| att which relate to the object of this compila- 
tion, and which till remain in force. The 
others are, therefore, omitted. 


III. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That upon information given to the 
mayor and recorder of the city of Philadel- 
phia, for the time being, or the mayor or 
recorder, together with one of the aldermen 
of the ſaid city, or to any two juſtices of the 
peace of any county within this province, that 


eving 


thoſe who 


firmation of one or more credible witneſſes, do not _ 
badges, 


% 


any old perſons, "ny maimed, Junatick, op 
any vagabond or vagrant perſons are imported, 
come, or are brought into this province; the 
ſaid mayor, recorder and aldermen, or any 
two of them as aforeſaid, or any two juſtices 
of the peace of the reſpeAive counties where 
ſuch perſons ſhall be found, ſhall cauſe ſuch | 
aged perſons, infants, or impotent or vagrant 
perſons to be brought before. them; and if, 
upon examination, they ſhall judge that ſuch 
perſon or perſons are likely to become charge- 
able to the city, town or county where they 
are found, or where imported, it ſhall and may. 
be lawful for the ſaid mayor, recorder and al- 
dermen, or any two juſtices of the peace as 
aforeſaid, by. warrant or otherwiſe, to ſend for. 
the maſter, merchant or other perſon, who 
imported any ſuch infant, Junatick, aged, 
maimed, impotent or vagrant perſon or ' perſons 
as aforeſaid, as are likely to become chargeable 
Importer of as aforeſaid; and upon proof made of their 
perſon, being the importers or owners of ſuch infant, 


likely to 
become Junatick, aged, maimed, impotent or vagrant 


* perſons, who ſhall be judged to be likely to 
4 become chargeable as aforeſaid, the ſaid 
mayor, recorder and aldermen, or any two 

of them as aforeſaid, or any two Juſtices as 
aforeſaid, ſhall and may compel the id maſter, 
merchant, or importer of ſuch infant, Junatick, 
maimed, aged, imporent or vagrant perſon or 
perſons, to giye ſufficient ſecurity to carry and 
tranſport ſuch infant, lunatick, maimed, aged, 
impotent or vagrant perſon or perſons, to the 

place or places from whence ſuch perſon or per- 

ſons were imported, or otherwiſe to indemnify. 

the inhabitants of this province from any charge 

that may. come or be brought upon them by 

ſuch infant, lunatick, maimed, aged, impotent 

or vagrant perſon or perſons, coming into or 

ling within this province. | 


t 1 

IV. Provided always, That if any perſon perfciieogs 
ot perſons ſhall apprehend him or themſelves gc 
agorieved with any fuch order or judgment deal begs 
of the juſtice or juſtices of the peace, or other 
magiſtrates who ſhall make the fame, the per- 
ſon or perſons ſo aggrieved, may appeal to the 
next court of general quarter ſeſſions of the 
peace, to be held for the county or city where 
ſuch order ſhall be made, whoſe judgment 
' ſhall be final; but before ſuch appeal be allowed 
of, the perſon or perſons appealing ſhi] enter 
into a recognizance, with one good ſurety at 
leaſt, to pay the coſts and charges of ſuch ap- 
peal, in caſe the ſaid order ſhall happen to be 


confirmed. 


V. And for the better diſcovery of ſuch con- 

victs, and poor and impotent or idle and va- 
grant perſons, who ſhall hereafter be imported 
into, and ſhall be likely to become chargeable 
to the inhabitants of this province; Be it further 
enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That all maſ- Inge ot 
ters of veſſels, merchants and others, who veſiels, 
ſhall hereafter bring into any port or place be- gente 
longing to this province, by land or by water, an account, 
ary men or women paſſengers, or ſervants, ſhall, en ou, 
within the ſpace of twenty-four hours after their names of 
arrival into any port or place of this province, Aigen 
forthwith make entry, and give, or cauſe ra 3 
be given, upon oath or affirmation, to the col- 
lector of the ſaid duty for the time being, a 
true and juſt account of all the names of the 
ſervants and paſſengers ſo imported or brought 
in; which account the ſaid collector ſhall duly 
enter, and ſhall forthwith give notice thereof 
to the Mayor of Philadelphia for tlie time be- 
ing, if ſuch ſervants, paſſengers, &c. are · de- 
ſigned to be landed at Philadelphia; or to any 
two or more of his Majeſty's juſtices- of the 
peace for the town or county where ſuch, ſer- 

vants 
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| ey or paſſengers ſhall be imported; and the 
aid mayor, or juſtices as aforeſaid, are here. 
by impowered and enjoined, immediately, by 
warrant or otherwiſe, to call before them the 
ſaid maſter, merchant, or other perſon or perſons 


importing ſuch ſervant or ſervants, or paſſcn- | 


gers as aforeſaid, and to examine, upon oath 

or affirmation, the faid maiter, merchant, and 

all other perſons who may be ſuppoſed to have 

any knowledge of the character and circum- 
ſtances of ſuch ſervants or paſſengers, and 
Juices thereupon ſhall grant unto the maiter, mer- 
— og; chant or owner, or other perſon, having the 


of the per- charge or care of any ſervant or ſervants, or 


ſons proper 
1 paſſengers, ſo imported or brought into this 


ed. province, a certificate, containing the names 


of all the ſervants, or paſſengers, which ſuch 
juſtice ſhall judge fit to be landed or diſpoſed 


9 


of as ſervants, and do not ap Paß to them to 


have been formerly convicted of auy of the 
crimes mentioned in this act; or ſuch as do not 
appear to them to be ſuch infants, lunatick, 

juſtices and maimed, aged, impotent, or vagrant perſons, as 

r' they {hall judge likely to become chargeable to 
the inhabitants of this province; for which 
examination, permit and certificate, there ſnall 
be paid to the mayor or juſtices aforeſaid, the 
ſum of nine pence per head; and to the collec- 
tor, the ſum of nine pence for every perſon 
ſo imported; and there ſhall likewiſe be paid to 
the collector, for each bond he ſhall take in pur- 
ſuance of any thing required to be done by 
virtue of this act, the ſum of two ſhillings and 
fix pence, and no more. 


penalty on VII. And if any ſervant or ſervants, or 


maſter ;, convict, or other perſon, ſhall be imported or 
Fic. not brought i into and landed in any port or place 


—_— within this province, without making ſuch 
I 


ad. * as aforeſaid, in the manner before N. 
c 


„ 


ed, and paying the duty and giving the ſecu- 

rity required by this act, and wichin the time 

limited by this act for that purpoſe, and obtain- 

ing ſuch certificate from the mayor or juſtices 

as aforeſaid, every ſuch maſter of a veflel; 
merchant and other perſon, ſo importing, 
bringing in or landing ſuch ſervants or other 
perſons, ſhall forfeit and pay for each ſervant 

or other perſon, ſo imported, brought in, or 

landed contrary to the directions of this act, the 

ſum of ten pounds; one half after the charge 

of proſecution deducted, to the governor, for 

the ſupport of government; and the other half, 

after ſuch charges deducted as aforeſaid, to the 

colle&or, or to ſuch perſon or perſons who 

will ſue for the ſame, in any court of record 
in this province, by bill, plaint or information, 
wherein no eſſoin, protection or wager of law; 
ſhall be allowed. 


VIII. And be it further enacted by the autho- Perions 


rity aforeſaid That all perſons obliged by this 


act to make entry as aforeſaid, ſhall apply to mall appiy | 
Charles Read“ of Philadelphia, merchant, who — 


is hereby appointed the preſent collector of the 
ſaid duty hereby impoſed, without any notice 
or requeſt made by him for their ſo doing, and 
the ſaid collector is hereby further empowered 
to receive, collect, demand and recover, from 
all perſons importing, landing or bringing in 
any ſervant or ſervants, or other perſons, into 
atty port or place within this province, all for- 
feitures and penalties herein before appointed to 


be ſet, impoſed and levied, by virtue of this act. 
A 


* By a ſupplement to this a& paſſed September ſecond, 1738, 
Thomas Glentworth, of Philadelphia, was appointed collector, 
and proviſion was made that in caſe of his incapability, neglect, 
miſychaviour or death, the mayor, recorder and aldermen of the 
city of Philadelphia, or the majority of them, ſhould ſupply his 
place, by ſome other fit and capable perſon, until the Allembly 
+ hould appoint another. 


[8] 

A ſupplement to the ſeveral acts of Aſenbly of 
this province for the relief of the poor. 
[This act was paſſed in the eighth year of George II. 

Anno Domini 1734. Province laws, page 181. And 


repealed by eleventh George III. chapter 18, ſection 
34. Province laws, page 414, and poſtea.] 


IE RE As it is found by experience, 

that the laus of this province made 
for the relief of the poor. and for removing” 
and punithing rogues, vagrants, and other 
idle and diſorderly perſons, wandering about 
the country, have not proved effectual for the 
good purpoſes for which they were intended 
and for ſecuring the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince from being oppreſſed with great charges, 
ariſing by ſuch idle and diforderly perſons, 
coming from the neighbouring colonies into, 
and concealing themſelves in, the city of Phi- 
ladclphia, and the refpective townſhips of this 
province, until they have either gained a ſet- 
tlement, or become ſo ſick and infirm, that 
they cannot be removed: For remedying which 
inconveniences, Be it enactedby Par Rick Gor 
Don, Eſquire, with the king's royal approba- 
tion, lieutenant governor under the honorable 
John Penn, Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, 
Eſquires, true and abſolute proprietaries of the 
province of Pennſylvania, and of the counties 
of New Caſtle, Kent and Suffex, on Delaware, 
by and with the advice and conſent of the re- 
preſentatives of the freemen of the faid pro- 
vince, in general aſſembly met, and by the au- 
thoriry of the fame, That no perſon or perſons 
whatſoever, coming intothecity of Philadelphia, 
or into any townſhip or county within this pro- 
vince, mariners and other healthy perſons, 
coming directly from Europe, only excepted, 
although ſuch perſon be an hired ſervant, 2 


pond CFO CP 4. WH, TW, 


1 

fha!l abide in ſuch ſervice for the ſpace of one wo perfon 
whole year, and although any perſon being coming in- 
an indented ſervant, or be bound apprentice by wine Fug 
indentare in the ſaid city or in any townſhip &. to gain 
within this province, and (hall continue in ſuch un ie 
apprenticeſhip or ſervitude for the ſpace of one in without 
year rg is hereby declared ſufficient to Jones: ad 
gain ſuch apprentice and indented ſervant a other heal- 
ſertlement, upon notice given as is hereafter 1. perions 
directed in this act, and not otherwiſe) or al- from "Eu- 
though any perſon or perſons ſhall, on his own gere, only 
account, execute any public annual office or . 
charge in the ſaid city, or any townſhip with- 

in this province, during one whole year, or be 

charged and pay his ſhare towards the county 

taxes or levies for the poor of the faid city or 
townſhip, or ſhall have bona fide taken a leaſe 

of a tenement or plantation, of the yearly 

value of five pounds or upwards, within the 

city of Philadelphia, or any townſhip of this 
province, ſhall be deemed to have gained a legal 
ſettlement in the ſaid city, or in any ſuch town- 

ſhip, unleſs ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall, within 

five days next after his or her coming into the 

city of Philadelphia, or into any townſhip with- 

in this province, give notice in writing, which 

they are hereby required to do, of the houſe 

of his or her abode, and the number of his or 

her family, if any he or ſhe have, to the re- 

ſpective overſeers of the poor, for the time 

being, of the ſaid city or townſhip, into which 

he or ſhe ſhall come, 4 {hall any hired or in- 


dented ſervant or apprentice, by virtue of his 
or her being hired. bound or aſſigned over ants 
any perſon inhabiting the ſaid city, townſhips or 
counties as aforeſaid, gain a ſettlement within 
the ſame, unleſs notice be given in writing 
within ten days after ſuch hiring or binding as 

aforeſaid 
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aforeſaid, to the overſcers of the poor of the 

city or townſhip, where ſuch perſon ſhall come 

to reſide, by the perſon who ſhall take ſuch aps 

prentice, hire a ſervant, or purchaſe an indent- 

ed ſervant, or by the perſon or perſons ſo hir- 

ed themſelves, within ten days next after ſuch 

hiring; any law, cuſtom or uſage, of this pro- 

vince to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtand- 
| ing. | 

Perſons II. Provided always, That if, upon com- 

bene plaint made by the overſeers of the poor of 

chargeable the city of Philadelphia, or of any townſhip, 

—_— within this province, to ſuch magiſtrates as 

ty may be have a right to hear the ſame, it ſhall be ad- 

3 judged within the ſpace of twelve months next 

os after ſuch notice, that any perſon or perſons is 

or are likely to become chargeable to the city, 

or townſhip where he or ſhe is Tome to reſide, 

and ſhall upon his or her being required, ne- 

gle& or refuſe to give ſecurity, that he or ſhe, 

ſhall not become chargeable to the inhabitants 

of the ſaid city or townſhip, into which he or 

ſhe is come, that then ſuch perſon or perſons 

ſhall be liable to be removed to the laſt place 

of his or her legal ſettlement, the giving of 

notice as aforeſaid, or any other thing in this 

or any other act of Aſſembly of this province, 

to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


III. And for the more effectual preventing 
rogues, vagabonds, and other idle and diſor- 
derly perſons, concealing themſelves within 
the ſaid city of Philadelphia, or in any town- 

— ſhip or county within this province, Be it fur- 
entertain ther enacled by the authority aforeſaid, Thar if 
perſons un- any houſe-keeper or inhabitant of this province 
without fhall after the publication of this act, take into, 


_ to receive or entertain, in his or ber houſe or 
e Over- 


3 houſes, any perſon or — whatſocver, heal- 
thy 
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thy mariners and other perſons coming imme: 
diately from Europe into the ſaid province, 
only excepted, not being perſons who have 
gained a legal ſettlement in ſome city or town- 
ſhip within this province, and ſhall nor give 
notice in writing, which they are hereby re- 
quired to do, within three days next after the 
taking into or entertaining any perſon or per- 
ſons in his 4r her houſe within the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, to the overſeers of the poor of the 
faid city, and within the ſpace of ten days next 
after his. or her taking into or entertaining 
any perſon or perſons in his or her houſe, in 
any townſhip within this province, to the over- 
ſeers of the poor of the townſhip where ſuch 
perſon dwells, fuch inhabitant or houſe-keeper, 
being thereof legally canvict, by the teſtimony 
of one credible witneſs, on oath or affirmati- 
on, before any two magiſtrates of the ſaid city 
of Philadelphia, whereof the mayor or record- 
er to be one, or before any two magiſtrates 
of the county where ſuch perſon dwells, ſhall 
forfeit and pay the ſum of twenty ſhillings for 
every offence, the one moicty ro the ule of the 
poor of the ſaid city or townſhip reſpectively, 
and the other moiety to the informer, ro be 
levied on the goods and chattels of the delin- 
quents, in the manner herein after directed; 
and for want of ſufficient diſtreſs, rhe offender 
to be committed to the work-houſe of the faid 
city or county, there to remain without bail or 
mainprize for the ſpace of ten days; and more- 


over in caſe the perſon or perſons ſo entertain- Under the 


ed or concealed ſhall become poor and unable 


to maintain him or herſelf, and cannot be re- ing them if 


moved to the place of his or her laſt legal ſet- 


tlement, or ſhall happen to die, and not have them 
wherewithal to defray the charge of his or bey die. 


her 


find work for themſelves and families in other 


1 
her funeral, then in ſuch caſe the houſe· keepet 


or perſon, convicted of entertaining or conceal. 
ing ſuch poor perſon againſt the tenor of this 
act, ſhall he obliged to provide for and maintain 
ſuch poor and indigent perſon or perſons, and 
in caſe of ſuch poor perſon's death, ſhail pay 
the overſeers of the poor ſo much money ag 
ſhall be expended on the burying of ſuch poor. 
and indigent perſon or perſons; and upon refufal 
ſo to do, it ſhall be lawful for the overſcers 
of the poor of the ſaid city or townſhip re- 
ſpe&ively, and they are hereby required to aſ- 
ſeſs a ſum of money on the perſon or perſons 
ſo convict, from time to time, by a weakly af- 
ſeſſment, for maintaining ſuch poor and indi- 
gent perſon or perſons, or aſſeſs a ſam for de- 
fraying the charges of ſuch poor perſon's fune. 
ral, as the caſe may be; and in caſe the party 
convict ſhall refuſe to pay the ſum of money 
ſo aſſeſſed or charged to the overſeers of the 
3 for the uſes aforeſaid, the ſame ſhall be 
evied of the goods and chattels of the offend- 
er in the manner herein after directed: Bur if 
ſuch perſon ſo convicted have no goods or 
chattels to ſatisfy the money ſo aſſeſſed for him 
or her to pay, that then it ſhall and may be 
law ul for the faid juſtices to commit the offend. 
er to priſon, there to remain without bail or 
mainprize, until he or ſhe have paid the ſame, 
or uutil he or ſhe ſhall be diſcharged by due 
order of law. 
IV. And whereas, it is found by.experience, 
that many poor perſons within this province 
cannot find employment in the city or town- 
ſhip where they are legally ſettled, yet might 


places within the province, but not being able 
to give ſecurity, if required, upon their com- 
ing 


E 3 1 
ing to ſetiſe in any other place, that they and 
their families ſhall not become chargeable or 
burthenſome to any city or rownſhip where 
they come to wel, and by that means are 
confined to their own city or townſhip, thougli 
their labor may be wanted elſewhere: Be it 
therefore enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
That if any perſon or perſons whatſoever, from 
and after the firſt day of May, which will be in 
the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and thirty-five, ſhall come out of the ci- 
ty of Philadelphia, or any towuſhip into ano- 
ther townſhip within this province, or ſhall 
come out of any rownſhip in this province into 
the city of Philadelphia, there to inhabit and 
reſide, ſhall at the ſame time procure, bring and poor per- 
deliver, unto the overſeers of the poor of the fons remove 
city or townſhip where he or ſhe ſhall come to cher feng. 
inhabit, a certificate under the hands and feals hip, to take 
of the overſeers of the poor of the city or tate. 
townſhip from whence he, ſhe or they remov- 
ed, to be atteſted by two or more credible wit- 
neſſes, thereby acknowledging the perſon or 
perſons, mentioned in the ſaid certificate to 
be an inhabitant or inhabitants legally ſettled 
in that city or townſhip; every ſach certificate, 
having been allowed of and ſubſcribed by rwo 
or more juſtices of the peace of the city or 
county where ſuch townſhip doth lie, ſhall 
oblige. the ſaid city or townſhip to receive aud 
provide for the perſon mentioned in the faid 
certificate, together with his or her family, as 
inhabitants of that place, whenever he, {he 
or they ſhall happen to become chargeable to, 
or be forced to alk relief of, the city or town- 
ſhip to which ſuch certificate was given, or in- 
to which he, ſhe or they were received, by vir- 
tue of the ſaid certificate, and then and not 


before 
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before, it ſhall and may be lawful for any ſueli 
perſon, and his or her children, though born 
in the city or townſhip, and his or her 
ſervauts and apprentices; not having other- 
wiſe acquired a legal ſettlement there, to be 
removed, conveyed and ſettled, in the city or 


townſhip from whence ſucli certificate was 
brought. 


Overſeers V. And whereas it oftentimes happens, 
—_ — that poor perſons come from the city of Phi- 
perſon's ladelphia into ſome rown(hip or place within 
at benen this province and from ſome place or townſhip 
take care Of this province into the ſaid city of Philadel- 


of him, phia, or into ſome other townſhip of this pro- 
when he is 


chargeable vince, and conceal themſelves until they be- 


to anather come fick or lame, and cannot be removed, 
ewe and oftentimes die before they can be remov- 
ed, by reafon whereof the inhabitants of the 
city or townſhip where ſach poor perſon or 
perſons fell fick or died are put to charges, 
without any means to relieve themſelves from 
the payment of the monies expended upon 
the maintenance or burying fuch poor perſon 
or perſons, Be it therefore further enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, That if any poor per- 
ſon or perſons ſhall come out of the city of 
Philadelphia into any townſhip within this pro- 
vince, or ſhall come out of any townſhip or 
place within this province into the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, or any other townſhip within this 
province, and ſhall happen to fall fick or die, 
before he or ſhe have gained a legal ſettlement, 
in the city or townſhip to which he or ſhe ſhall 
come, ſo that ſuch perſon or perſons cannot 
be removed, and if upon notice given by the 
overſeers of the poor of the place unto which 
ſuch poor perſon is come, or by one of them, 
to the overſcers of the poor of the city, town- 
{hip or place, where ſuch poor perſon or per- 


T ws.) 
fons had laſt gained a legal ſettlement, or to 
one of them, of the name, circumſtances aud 
condition, of ſuch poor perſon or perſons, 
with requeſt that they or one of them may 
take order for the relief and maintenance of 
ſuch ſick or lame perſon during his or her ſick- 
neſs, and for his or her being buried, in caſe 
he or ſhe ſhouid die, and if ſuch overſeer or 
overſeers ſhall neglect or refuſe ſo to do, that 
then and in ſuch caſe it ſhall be lawful for any 
two juſtices of the peace of the city or county 
where ſuch poor perſon had laſt gained a 
legal ſettlement, and they are hereby authoriz- 
ed and required, upon complaint made to them, 
to cauſe all ſuch ſum and fums of money, as. 
' ſhall be neceffarily expended on the mainte- 
nance of ſuch poor ptrſon in his or her ſickneſs 
or on his or her burial, by warranr, under 
their hands and ſeals, to be dlrected to ſome 
conſtable of their county, to be levied by di- 
{treſs and ſale of the goods and chattels of the 
faid overſeer or overſeers of the poor, ſo ne- 
lecting or refuſing to take care and provide 

For any ſuch poor perſon as aforefaid, after 
ſuch notice given to them, or to one of them, 
as aforeſaid, and to be paid to the overſeer 
or overſeers of the city or townſhip where 
ſuch poor perſon happened to be ſick or die as 
aforeſaid, and the overplus of the monies ariſ- 
ing by fale of ſuch goods remaining in the 
conſtable's bands, after the ſum of money or- 
dered to be paid, together with the coſts of 
diſtreſs, &c. are ſatisfied, ſhall be reſtored to 
the owner or owners of the ſaid goods, 


VI. And whereas, by an act of aſſembly of 
this province, entitled, An act for the relief 
of the poor, it is provided, that it ſhall and 
may be lawful to and for the overſeer or over- 

D ſeers 
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Overſeers ſeers of the poor td make and lay a rate of 
2 one penny pef pound, clear value of the real 
the amount and perſonal _ of all and every the free- 
of the rate, holders and inhabitants within their reſpective 
townſhips, to be employed for the relief of 
the poor, &c. and four ſhillings per head on 

all freemen, not otherwiſe rated, but it being 

found upon experi-nce that the number of this 

poor within this province are very much en- 

creaſed, and the overſeers of the poor of the 

city of Philadelphia, and the reſpective town- 

ſhips within this province, have been obliged 

to lay ſeveral rates of one penny per pound in 

one year, for maintenance of the poor within 

the city of Philadelphia, and the reſpective 
townſhips within this province, which has 

proved very troubleſome, as well to the per- 

ſons on whom the ſaid monies are raiſed, as to 

the perſons who are obliged to collect the ſame : 

For the remedying of which inconveniency 

for the future, Be it enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That it thall aud may be lawful to 

and for the overſcers of the poor of the city 

of Philadelphia, for the ſaid city, having firſt 
obtained the approbation of the mayor or re- 
corder, with any two of the aldermen of the 

| faid city, and for the overſcers of the poor of 

the ſeveral townſhips within this province, hav- 

ing firſt obtained the approbation of any two 
magiſtrates living next to the townſhip where 

any poors tax ſhall be raiſed, to make or lay 

any rate, not exceeding three-pence in the 

pound at one time, upon all the «ſtates liable 

to be rated and in the manner directed to be 

raiſed and levied by the aforeſaid act of aſſem- 

bly for the relief of the poor, and not ex- 

cceding nine ſhillings per head on all freemen, 

not otherwiſe rated, any thing in the aforeſaid 
e 


C9 3 
act of aſſembly, or any other law, cuſtom or 


uſige, of this province to the contrary in any 
wiſe notwithſtanding. 


VII. And for the more eaſy diſcovery, 
certain knowledge, and well management of 
the affairs of the poor within this province, 
and of what monies are raiſed for the uſe of 
the poor. and to what uſes applied, Be it fur- 
ther enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That overfeers 
all and every overſeer and overſ-ers of the to deliver 
poor of any city or townſhip within this pro- 4 duffle 
vince, ſhall, at their laying any rate for the of the rates 
relief of the poor of their reſpective cities or H dt ae 
rownſhips, and they are hereby obliged to de- poor to 
liver to one of the juſtices of the peace who — 
allows ſuch rate a fair duplicate of the ſame, 2 
ſigned by ſuch overſecr or overſecrs, and ſhall 
likewiſe deliver to the reſpective overſeer or 
overſeers, who thall ſucceed them, fair and true 
liſts of the poor of their reſpective city or 
townſhips, with ſuch certificates and notices 
as ſhall be delivered or given ro them, upon 
the coming of any perſon from the city of 
Philadelphia, into any townſhip of this pro- 
vince, or of the coming of any perſon from 
any ſuch rownſhip into the city of Philadel- 
phia, or into any other townſhip within this 
province as by this a& 1s provided and dire&- 
ed; for which trouble the juſtices are hereby 
required to make ſuch allowance to the reſpec- 
tive overſeer or overſcers of the poor, within 
this province. at their going out of their office, 
as to them ſhall ſeem reaſonable, for their mak- 
ing ſuch duplicates of the rates by them laid, 
and for the charge and trouble they may be ar 
in making fair liſts of their poor, and of the 
notices and certificates herein directed to be 
delivered to their ſucceflors, of which ſaid 
notices 


: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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notices and certificates a regiſter or entry ſhalk 
be made, by the reſpective overſcers of the 
poor to whoſe hands the fame ſhall come, in, 
a book for that purpoſe to be by them provid- 
ed and kept; which book ſhall likewiſe be de- 
livered by the overſeers aforeſaid to their re- 
ſpective ſucceſſors in the faid office. 


Overſeers VIII. And whereas complaints have been, 
2 made againſt overſeers of the poor, who have. 
ed and al- ſupplied the poor with neceſſaries out of their 
lowed by own ſtores and ſhops at exorbitant prices, and 

e map 

Qtrates, 3: alſo againſt overfeers, who have paid unrea« 
ſonable accounts to their friends or dependants, 
for ſervices done the poor: And whereas 
the twenty-fifth day of March, appointed by 
the aforeſaid act for the relief of the poor, is 
found by experience not to be a ſufficient time 
for examining and ſettling the accounts of the 
ſeveral overſeers, and for regulating and re- 
dreſſing the abuſes that may be complained 
of: Be it therefore enacted by the authority, 
aforeſaid, That the magiſtrates of the reſpec« 
tive counties, or any three of them, within 
this province, for the ſaid counties, ſhall and 
may, on the twenty-fifth day of March, and 
within three days next after the ſaid day, and, 
the mayor or recorder, with any two aſdermen 
of the city of Philadelphia, for the ſaid city, 
ſhall and may, on the ſaid twenty-fifth day of 
March, and at any time within one month af. 
ter the aid day, annually, examine and ſettle 
the ſaid overſeers* accounts; and ſhall have 
full power to allow ſuch accounts and ſums on- 
ly, as to them ſhall ſeem juſt and reaſonable. 


IX. And whereas the alms-houſe built for. 
the city of Philadelphia may, if well regulat- 
ed, be of ſervice, and help to eaſe t 6 inha- 


bitaws of the taxes yearly aſſeſſed on them for 
the 
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he maintenance of the poor: Be it enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, That the Mayor and 
recorder, with any two or more aldermen of 
the ſaid city of Philadelphia, ſhall, from time 


to time, have power and authority to chooſe who are to 


and appoint a ſober and diſcreet perſon to re- havethego- 
ſide in the ſaid alms-houſe, for taking care of Af che alas, 
the poor therein, and, where it may be need- toute of | 
ful, to direct the receiving into the ſaid alms- — 
houſe ſuch poor, and to employ ſuch perſons 

in the ſervice of the faid houſe, and care of 

the poor, and generally to give ſuch orders 

and inſtructions for the well-ordering of the 

faid houſe, and the poor of the ſaid city, as 

to the ſaid mayor and recorder, with any two 

or more aldermen of the ſaid city, ſhall ſecm 

juſt and reaſonable, and to cnjoin obedience to 

the ſame. 

X. And whereas the overſeers of the poor qgyerfers 
of the city of Philadelphia, and the reſpec- to render 
tive townſhips within this province, at going ©, = 
out of their office, not only frequently ne- their going 
glect or refuſe to deliver to the juſtices, a fair | vgs 
and true account of the monies by them recciv- giftrates, 
ed for the uſe of the poor, but likewiſe leave a, A. 
conſiderable ſums of money, by them aſſeſſcd, - Ws 
for the maintenance of the poor, uncollected, 
by which means it comes to paſs that the mo- 
nics remaining uncollected are loſt, and the 
burthen of maintaining the poor falls heavy 
on ſuch as have paid their money: For reme- 


dying of which inconveniency for the future, 


Be it enadted by the authority aforeſaid, That 


all and every che overſeer and overſeers of the 
poor of the city of Philadelphia, and the re- 
ſpective townſhips within this province ſhall, at 
their going out of their office, render a fair 
and truc account to the magiſtrates of the city 


of 


_— - 


* 
of Philadelphia, for the ſaid city, and ts 
che juſtices of the reſpective counties in 
which they live, of all the monies aſſeſſed 
by them, or that hath otherwiſe come to 
their hands, and how the ſame hath been 
diſpoſed of, and alſo what part ſhall be re main- 
ing in their hands, and to pay the ſame to the 
ö | ſucceeding overſeer or overſeers: And if any 
overfeer or overſeers of any poor within this 
| province ſhall refuſe or negle& to render ſuch 
9 account to the juſtices as aforeſaid, and to pay 
what ſhall be remaining in their hands, accord. 
1 ing to the direction of the roſpective magiſtrates, 
| who ſhall have the right of examining their 
1 accounts, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for 
j the ſaid juſtices, or any three of them, to com- 
| mit ſuch overſcer or overſeers to the county 
| gag, without bail or mainprize, until ſuch 
| overſeer or overſcers ſhall render a true and 


fair account, and pay ſuch monies as ſhall ap. 
pear to be remaining in his or their hands, to 
the ſucceeding overſeer or overſcers of the 
poor of the ſaid city or townſhip, to which 
they reſpectively belong. 5 


Penalty on XI. And if any overſeer or overſeers of the 
overſeers poor of the city of Philadelphia, or of any 
| neglecting rownſhip within this province, hath or have 
| and pay negle&ed or refuſed, or ſhall neglect or refule, 
— + ky a to collect and pay to the ſucceeding overſcers, 
all ſuch ſums of money as are or ſhall be re- 
maining in their hands, or uncollected at their 
going out of his or their office, which they 
are hereby enabled to collect, by warrant un- 
der the hands and ſeals of any two magiſtrates 
| within the ſaid city or counties, within the 
| ſpace of thirty days after notice, and requeſt 
| | made to them ſo to do, by any yo of the 
| peace, and being duly convicted thereof be- 


fore any three juſtices of the city or county to 
which 


{ 
{ 
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which they belong, it ſhall and may be lawfal 
to and for the mayor or xecorder, and any two 
of the aldermen of the ſaid city, and for any 


three juſtices of the peace of the county, in 
which ſuch delinquent overſeer or overſcers 


dwell. by warrant under their hands and ſeals, 


to commit ſuch delinquent overſeer or over- 


ſeers to the goal of the county to which they 
| belong, there to remain, without bail or main- 


prize, until the ſame ſhall be paid. 


XII. And to the end, that the poor may not 
ſuffer for want of proper perſons to take due 
care of them in their ſickneſs, or neceſſities: 
Be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That Overſers 
in caſe of the death or want of any overſeer nia 
of the poor of the city of Philadelphia or of in cafe of 
any townſhip within this province, it ſhall and“. 
may be lawful to and for the mayor, recorder, 
and any two alderm-n, or the mayor or record- 


er with any two ald-rmen of the city of Phi- 


. ladelphia, for the city of Philadelphia, and any 


two juſtices of rhe peace of the county in which 
ſuch rownſhip lies, to appoint one or more 
overſeers of the poor for the ſaid city or town- 
ſhip, as the caſe may require, at any time 
when there ſhall be occaſion, which overſcer 
or overſeers, when ſo appointed, ſhall be ſub- 
ject to the ſame rules and penaltics, and oblig- 
ed to the performance of the ſame duties and 
ſervices, as if he or they had been appointed 
at the time in the firſt recited act of Aſſembly 
mentioned, any thing in the aforeſaid act, or 
any other law of this province to the contrary 
in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


XIII. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That the ſeveral fines, forfeitures pines2n8 
and penalties, ſum and ſums of money, impoſ. forfeitures 


ed or directed to be paid by this act, and not ——_— 


| herein otherwiſe directed to be recovered, the 


ſame 
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fame and every of them ſhall be levied and re- 
covered by diſtreſs and ſale of the goods and 
chattels of the delinquent or offender, by 
Warrant under the hands and feals of the 
mayor and recorder, or of the mayor or re- 
corder, and one or more aldermen of the city 
of Philadelphia for the ſaid city, and under 
the hands and ſeals of any two or more juſtices 
of the peace of the county, where the delin- 
quent or offender dwells, or is to be found; 
and after payment or ſatisfaction made of the 
reſpective forfeitures, fines, penalties and ſums 
of money, directed to be levied by ſuch war- 
rant -as aforeſaid, together with ſuch legal 
charges as ſhall become due in the recovery 
thereof, the overplus, if any, to be returned 
ro the owner or owners of ſuch goods or chat- 

tels, his or her executors or adminiſtratofs, 
i. -— XIV. Provided always, That if any perſon 
tices out of Or perſons ſhall find him or themſelves aggriey- 
— to ed with any judgment of the juſtices, given 
en": oc, Out of their ſeſſions, in purſuance of this act, 
den ſuch perſon or perſons may appeal to the next 
general quarter ſeſſions of the peace for the 
county or city, where ſuch judgment or ſen- 
tence was given, whoſe deciſion, in all ſuch 


n es, ſnall be concluſive. 
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ule of their poor re ſpectively. 
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An at for amending the laws relating to the poor. 


[Paſſed in the twenty-third year of George II. Anno 
Domini 1749. Only one clauſe of this act, is in- 
ſerted in Mr. Galloway's edition of the Province 
laws, page 219. The whole act may be fonnd in the 
old edition, ſecond volume, page 25. Repealed 
by eleventh George III. chapter 18, ſection 34- 
Province laws, page 414-} 


HEREAS divers perſons within this 
province, by their laſt wills, or other- 


wife, may hereafter deviſe, bequeath,'or give 


lands, tenements, or ſums of money to the uſe 
of the poor, and queſtions may ariſe, whether 
the overſcers of the poor can take ſuch gifts, 
deviſes, or bequeſts, or maintain actions for 
the ſame: 


Be it therefore enacted by the honorable r 
Jans HaulLrox, Eſquire, lieutenant go- deed or will 
vernor, under the honorable Thomas Penn de the poor, 

t . ſhall 
and Richard Penn, Eſquires, true and abſo- pat 


to the 


lute proprietaries of the province of Pennſyl- overſcers 


POLUNT) for the uſt 
vania, and counties of New-caſtle, Kent and ct ue poor. 


Suſſex upon Delaware, by and with the advice 


and conſent of the repreſentatives of the free- 


men of the ſaid province, in general aſſembly 

met. and by the authority of the ſame, That - 
all gifts, grants, deviſes and bequeſts hereaf- | 
ter to be made, of any houſes, lands, tene- 
ments, rents, goods, chattels, ſum or ſums of 
money, not exceeding the yearly value of five 
hundred pounds, to the poor of any city, bo- 
rough or townſhip, within this province, or 

to any other perſon or perſons for their uſe, 

by deed or by the laſt will and teſtament, of 

any perſon or perſons, or otherwiſe, howſo- 

ever, ſhall be good and available in law, and 

ſhall paſs ſuch houſes, lands, tenements, rents, 
goods and chattels to the overſeers of the poor 

of ſuch city, borough and townſhip, for the 


And 
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And be it further enacted by the authority 

— aforeſaid, That the ſaid overſeers of the poor 
incer parat. for he ſeveral townſhips, city and boroughs 
ed. aforeſaid, for the time being reſpectively ſhall 
forever hereafter in name and in fact be, and 

they are hereby declared to be bodies poliric 

and corporate in law, to all intents and pur- 

Poſes, and ſhall have perpetual ſucceſſion, and 

by the name of overſcers of the poor of the 

ſaid reſpective townſhips, city or boroughs, 

may ſue and be ſued, and plead or be implead- 

ed, in all courts of judicature within this pro- 

vince, and by that name ſhall and may pur- 

chaſe, take or receive any lands. tenements or 
hereditaments, not exceeding the yearly value 

of five hundred pounds, aud alſo any goods 

or chattels whatſoever to and for the uſe and 

denefit of the poor of each of the ſaid town- 

ſhips, city or boroughs, reſpectively, of the 

gift, alienation or deviſe of any perſon or per- 

fons whomſoever, to hold to them the ſaid 
overſeers and their ſucceſſors in the ſaid truſt, 


for the uſe of the faid poor reſpectively for 


ever. 


And be it further enacted by the authority 

Aſſeſſments afore/ard, That the overſeers of the poor of 
by "the ſeveral townſhips, within every of the 
exceed the Counties within this province, in all future 
county 3 rates and aſſeſſments to be made for the ſup- 
| port of the poor in their reſpective townſhips, 
ſhall rate and aſſeſs all perſons according to 

their eſtates they have in the townſhip, which 

ſhall not exceed the rates and aſſeſſments made 


by the county aſſeſſors rt ſpectively. 


And whereas ſome doubts. have ariſen on 
the act of affembly paſſed in the eighth year 
of the preſent reign, entitled, A ſupplement 
to the ſeveral atts of aſſembly of this province 
for the relief of the poor, whether indented 
| healthy 
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healthy ſervants, legally imported or brought 
into the ſaid province and coming directly from 
Europe, can by the ſaid act acquire a legal ſet- 
tlement within the city of Philadelphia, or 
withia any of the townſhips aforeſaid, al- 
though they duly ſcrve therein for the ſpace of 
one year or upwards within the faid city or 
townſhips reſpectively, unleſs the maſter or 
miſtreſs of ſuch ſervants, or the ſervants them» 
ſelves ſhall give notice in writing to the over- 
ſeers of the poor, where they are come to re- 
ſide: For removing of which doubts, Be it 
enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That all and Servants 
every ſuch ſervant or ſervants fo legally and den Ew 
immediately imported or brought from Europe quire a le- 
into the city of Philadelphia, or any of the al fettle- 
townſhips aforeſaid, and ſhall duly ſerve his or — — 
her maſter or miſtreſs for the ſpace of one they firſt 
year; then, and in oy ſuch caſe, every far i. 
ſuch ſervant and ſervants ſhall, and are hereby out notice. 
declared to acquire a legal ſettlement in the 

faid city or townſhip where ſuch ſervice is per- 

formed. without giving any ſuch notice, as is 

herein before mentioned, any thing in the act 

of Aſſembly aforcfaid contained to the contrary 
notwithſtanding. But if at any time after- If ,mgnea 
wards, during the time for which any ſuch to a perſon 
ſervant is or ſhall be bound, his or her maſter {6 
or miſtreſs, ſhall ſell or aſſign over the time of notice muſt 
ſach ſervant or ſervants, to any other perſon den. 
or perſons dwelling in any other townſhip or 

place, than that wherein ſuch ſervants on their 

firſt importation into the province aforeſaid 

were bound or aſſigned over, every ſuch maſ- 

ter and miſtreſs, and their ſervants are hereby 
declared to be within the meaning of the ſaid 

act of Aſſembly, and ſhall give the notice there- 

by directed, or otherwiſe ſhall be liable to the 

pains and penalties therein contained. 


And 
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Overſeers And be it further enacted by the authority 


gee - 7 aforeſaid, That the overſeers of the poor, 
entering Within the faid city and townſhips reſpectively, 
uch books {hall provide and keep books, in which they 
to be deli ſhall make fair entries of the names of all ſuch 
vere gute perſons, who, in purſuance of the ſaid act, 
ceſſors un- {hall give to them the notices thereby directed; 
3 and for each entry ſo to be made, they ſhall 
Y Kc. receive ſix- pence, and no more; which books, 
at the times of their going out of the ſaid of. 
fices, they ſhall deliver to ſuch who ſhall ſuc- 
ceed them therein, for the like purpoſes, un- 
der the penalty of twenty ſhillings to every o 
the ſaid overſeers who ta ] negle& or refuſe 
the duty herein enjoined them, The one half 
thereof to the uſe of the poor, of the ſaid 
city or townſhips reſpectively, and the other 
half to him or them who ſhall fue for the ſame, 
before any one of the juſtices of the county 
in which the offence ſhall be committed, to be 


recovered with full colts of ſuit. 


Recital of ts whereas by an act entitled, An act 
the title to ee for emitting thirty thouſand pounds in bills of 
GO credit, paſſed in the ſecond year of the pre- 
ſent reign, one thouſand pounds in the ſaid 

bills was lent ta the mayor and commonalty of 

the ſaid city, for purchaſing a convenient piece 

of ground for building an alms-houſe thereon, 

for accommodating the poor of the ſaid city; 

and the ſaid ſum fo lent was to be repaid, and 

the bills of credit ſo borrowed ſunk by taxes 

to be laid on the inhabitants of the ſaid city 

for that purpoſe; And whereas, in purſuance 

of the ſaid act, a purchaſe was made of Wil- 

liam Allen, Eſquire, of a piece of ground, 
commonly called a ſquare, ſituate in Philadel- 

phia, containing in length four hundred and 
ſixty-cight feet, and in breadth three hundred 

2 ninety-ſix feet bounded caſtward with 
Third- 
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Third-ſtreet, ſouthward with Pine-{treet, weſt. 
ward with Fourth-ſtreet, and northward with 
Spruce- ſtreet, to hold to the mayor and com- 
monalty of the ſaid city of Philadelphia and 
their ſucceſſors for ever, as by indentures of 
leaſe and releaſe from the ſaid William Allen 
to the faid mayor and commonalty, bearing 
date reſpectively the ninth and tenth days of 
April, 1732, may appear, which indentures 
ſo made were nevertheleſs in truſt for the be- 
nefit of the inhabitants of the city aforeſaid 
to build an alms-houſe thereon for the uſe of 
the poor of the ſaid city, and to be for ſuch 
other public uſes as the faid inhabitants ſhould 
think fitting. And whereas an alms-huuſe and 
other buildings have been erected on the pre- 
miſes, at the expenſe of the ſaid inhabitants, 
to accomodate the poor of the ſaid city, and 
divers parts of the ſaid ſquare yet remain, 
which might be granted out on a conſiderable 
yearly rent, and the taxes uſually raiſed on the 
ſaid inhabitants thereby much leflened. 


Therefore be it enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawfni 
for the mayor, recorder and aldermen, of the 


Mayor, 
&c. em- 


powered to 


city of Philadelphia, or a majority of them, let part of 


of which the mayor for the time being thall 


the alms 
houſe 


be one, together with the affeflors of the ſaid ſquare on 
city, or a majority of them; and they are here- Su 


by required, to grant, bargain and fell, for 
the beſt annual rent, that can be had for the 
ſame, but not otherwiſe, unto any perſon or 
perſons who ſhall be willing to purchaſe rhe 


ſame, and to his, her or their heirs and aſſigns 


forever, ſuch part and parts of the ſquare 
aforeſaid, as to them ſhall ſeem fitting, ſo al- 
ways as not to incommode the alms- houſe and 
buildings thereunto belonging, or ſuch as may 


hereafter be erected. And reſerving on every 


ſuch 
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ſuch fale the beſt annual rent as aforcfaid ta 
be made chargeable on the ground to be ſold, 
Payable to the overſeers of the poor of the 
ſaid city and theit ſucceſſors in the ſaid truſt, 
far the uſe of the poor of the ſaid city with 
covenants therein to be contained. to erect 
within ſame reaſonable time a good ſubſtantial 
brick, or ſtone houſe on the premiſes of at 
leaſt two ſtories in height. n 


And he it further enacted by the authority 
To be re- afyreſaid, Thar it ſhall and may be lawful to 
wn over. and for the ſaid overſcers of the poor, and 
fees. their ſucceſſors in the ſaid truſt, to collect and 
receive the rents of the ground ſo to be bar- 
gained and fold of the perſons to whom the 

ſame ſhall be ſo ſold, and of their heirs, exe- 
cutors, adminiſtrators or aſſigns; and on ne- 
glect or refuſal to pay the ſame or any part 
thereof, as it ſhall become due, to diſtrain or 

bring actions of debt for the rents ſo in arrear 
in any court of record, to be held in the coun- 

ty of Philadelphia, to be recovered with coſts 
ot ſuit: Which rents and ſums of money, 

when received, ſhall from time to time, be ap- 
plied towards the maintenance, employing and 

ſetting to work of the poor of the ſaid city 

and leſſening the taxes uſually raiſed for that 

purpoſe. 


And be it further. enacted by the authority 

Overſeers aforeſaid, That it ſnall and may be lawful for 
to appoint the overſcers of the poor of the city of Phila- 
of — delphia, to appoint one or more fit perſon or 
ta-. * perſons to be collector or collectors of the rates 
aforeſaid, who ſhall receive for his or their 

trouble and ſervice in collecting the ſame nine 

pence in the pound. And for the better col- 

lecting of the ſaid tax, and enabling the ſaid 
collectors, to perform the duties enjoined by 

this act, the ſaid overſcers ſhall apply to the 

| mayor, 
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overſeers, for the uſe of the poor, five pounds, 


r 3» J 


Mayor, recorder or any two aldermen of the 
ſaid city, for à warrant under their hands and 


ſeals to be annexed to their ſaid duplicates, 


requiring them, the ſaid collectors, forthwith 


to collect and receive from the perſons aſſeſſed, 
the ſeveral ſums in their duplicates reſpectively 
mentioned, and thereby authoriſing them, on 
the negle& or refuſal of any perſon or perſons 


ſo aſſeſſed, for the ſpace of ten days, to levy, 


the ſame by diſtreſs and fale of the delinquents 


goods and chattels, or for want thereof, to im- 


priſon their bodies in ike manner, as by the 
act for raiſing of county rates and levies is pro- 
vided in reſpect to the aſſeſſments thereby 
made; which ſaid warrants, they the ſaid may- 
or, recorder or aldermen, are hereby autho- 
riſed and required to grant. And the collector 
or collectors ſo to be appointed, ſhall from time 
to time have the duplicates of the aſſeſſments 
ſo made, delivered to him or them by the ſaid 
overfeers, directing them the ſaid collectors to 
demand of the parties the reſpective ſums of 
money wherewith they are chargeable; which 
faid ſums of money the collector or collectors 
ſhall, ſo ſoon as they receive the ſame, imme- 
diately pay to the ſaid overſeers, whoſe receipts 
ſhall be the collectors ſuffictent diſcharges. 
And if the ſaid collectors, or any of them, 
ſhall refuſe or negle& to collect the ſaid aſſeſſ- 


Penalty on 


collectors 


ments reſpectively, or any part thereof, and fun Per- 
pay the ſame to the overſeers of the poor, — — 


when required thereunto, ſo as to complete 
and pay in the whole ſum in his duplicate in 
three months after his receiving the ſame, 
(ſuch deficiencies as the mayor, recorder and 


aldermen, of the city aforeſaid, ſha!] allow of, 


only deducted) every ſuch colleQor fo refuſing 
or neglecting, ſhall forfeit and pay to the ſaid 


and 
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and ſhall alfo, pay all the arrearages of ſueli 
aſſeſſment; which he was appointed to colle&; 

which ſhall be levied by a warrant under the 

hand and ſeal of the mayor for the time being, 
or recorder, or any alderman of the ſaid city, 
directed to the ſheriff of the county of Phila- 
delphia; who is hereby impowered and oblig- 
ed to execute ſuch warrant upon the goods 
and chattels of the party ſo offending. And 
in caſe goods and chattels ſufficient ro make 
ſatisfaction cannot be found, then to impriſon 

- ſuch offender until payment be made. Andevery 

collector, being ſo levied on, and having made 
full ſatisfaction as aforeſaid, is hereby impow- 
ered to levy for his own uſe upon all ſuch as 
ſhall refuſe or neglect to pay the ſaid arrear- 

Ages. | 
And whereas, the employing ſuch of the 

poor of the city of Philadelphia as are able 

to work, but likely otherwiſe to become 
chargeable, as welt as employing thoſe who 
are or may be in the alms-houſe, will be of 
great ſervice, and help to eaſe the inhabitants 
of the taxes aſſeſſed for the relief of the poor of 
the ſaid city. And the overſeers of the poor, 
from the nature of their office, having the beſt 
opportunity of being acquainted with the cir- 
cumitances and abilities of the poor through- 
out the ſaid city, and being frequently at the 
alms-houſe, are acquainted with the abilities 
and circumſtances of the poor therein: Be it 
enacted by the authority aforeſaid, Thar the 
be overſeers of the poor of the city of Philadel- 
phia, or ſome fit perſon by them to be ap- 
pointed, and who ſhall be accountable to them 
from time to time, fhall have full power and 
authority, and are hereby ſtrictly enjoined and 

required to purchaſe junk, hemp, — wool, 
yarn, worſted or any other proper materials 


for 
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for employing, and keeping poor perſons to 
work and diſtribute and give out ſuch quanti- 
ties thereof as they ſee fit, to ſuch poor per- 
ſons in the ſaid city, as are likely to become 
chargeable for want of employment. and to 
employ ſuch perſons in manufacturing the ſame; 
and to make them a reaſonable allowance for 
their labor. | 5 

And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That every perſon hereafter to be gore 
appointed keeper of the alms-houſe, ſhall give houſe his 
bond to the overſeers of the poor of the ſaid dt). 
city with ſufficient ſureties for the due and 


faithful execution of his office, and for the 


care and good management of what ſhall be 


committed to his truſt; and ſhall keep juſt and 
true accounts of all materials, hedding, goods 
and other things, brought into the ſaid alms- 
houſe, and of the work done there, and {hall 
be accountable to the overſeers for the ſame 
any law, uſage or cuſtom of this province to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. 


And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That all and every the overſeers of Orctſcers- 
the poor of the city of Philadelphia, ſhall at — 
their going out of their office, render a fair count with 
and true account to the mayor, recorder and . 0 
aldermen, at their ſeſſions of the peace in 
A pril, yearly, and every year, of all the mo- 
nies, goods and effects received by them, or 
which have come to their hands or poſſeſſion 


for the uſe of the poor, and of the produce of 


the labor of the poor, under their care, or who 


have been employed by them; and how the 
ſame hath been applied or diſpoſed of; and al- 
ſo what remains in their hands, and what ſtock, 
materials or other things remain in the alms- 
houſe, and what ſtock and materials remain in 


the hands of the poor out of the alms-houſe 


under 
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under their employ, and ſhall pay and deliver 
the ſame to the ſucceeding overſeers. And if 
the ſaid overſeers or any of them, fhall neglect 
or refuſe to render fuch account, or to pay 
and deliver ſuch monies or eſtects as aforeſ:id, 
it (hall and may he lawful to and for the mayor, 
recorder and aldermen, to commit ſuch over- 
ſeer or overſeers to the county goal, until ſuch 
overſeer or oveifeers ſhall render a true and 
fair acount, and pay and deliver ſuch monies, 
goods and effects, as aforeſaid; and further, 
That they, the ſaid overſeers of the poor of 
the ſaid city, ſhall be obliged to perform the 
ſame duties, and be ſubject to the fame penal- 
ties, as by this and former acts of aſſembly, 
with regard to the city aforeſaid, are directed 
and inflit-d. 

80 much And be it further enacted by the authority 
3 aforeſaid That ſo much of the act entitled, 
her of the An act for the relief of the poor; and other 
poor, and acts of afſcmbly ſince made, as are repugnant 
_ 7 to the proviſions made by this act, are hereby 
repugnant repealed, made null and void ; but as to every 
— * other part of the ſame acts, that they be and 
remain in full force and virtue as if this act 
had not been made. 


In 
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An af for the better employment, relief and 
ſupport of the poor, within the city of Phi- 
la: lelphia, the diftridt of ems mr, the 
to nſ.ps of Moyamenſing“ and Paſſyunk, 
aud ie Northern Liberiies. 

Paſſed February the eighth, 1 786, Province 
laws, page 319. 

HEREAS the poor within the city of 
Philadelphia, the diſtri& of Southwark, 
the rownſhips of Moyamenſing and Paſſyunk, 


and the Northern Liberties, are become very 


burthenſome and expenſive to the inhabitants, 
and the charge of their ſupport is likely to in- 
creaſe, without affording them ſo comfortable 
a ſubſiſtauce as might otherwiſe be ſupplied, 

for want of proper buildings, and due regu- 
lations for their employment and relief: And 


whereas divers inhabitants of this province 


are charitably diſpoſed to contribute largely 
towards ſo good a work, if ſuch contributors 
might be incorporated, with proper pow: rs 
and privileges for carrying on and compleat- 
ing the ſame; and a fum of money could be 
raiſed by law within the city, diſtrict and 
townſhips aforeſaid, and appropriated to the 
purpoſes aforeſaid: Therefore be it enacted 
by the honorable JohN PENN, Eſquire, 
lieutenant governor, under the honorable 
Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, Efquires, 
true and abſolute proprietarics of the province 
of Pennſylvania, and countics of New-caſtle, 
Kent and Suffex, upon Delaware, by and with 
the advice and conſent of the repreſentatives 
of the freemen of the ſaid province, in gene- 
ral 


The townſhips of Paſſyunk and Moyamenſing are now ſeparated 
from the city of Philadelphia, the diſtrict of Southwark and the 
townſhip of the Northern Liberties, in the charge of maintaining 
the poor; ſee act paſſed the twenty»fifth of March, 1782, ſection 12; 
and an act paſſed the ninth of April, 1791, poitea—allo the 36th. 
1 of the act paſſed the ninth of March, 1771. 
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"| — ral aſſembly met, and by the authority of the 
. jog ten fame, That it hall and may be lawful to and 
us |. pounds to for every perſon, who ſhall contribute the ſum 


; t - . 
1 Iy and dect Of ten pounds, or more, towards founding, 


twelve ma- providing and eſtabliſhing a building or build- 

nagers an ings, for the reception, employment and re- 

lief of the poor of the ciry of Philadelphia, 

diſtrict of Southwark, the townſhips of Moya- 

menſing and Paſſyunk, and ihe Northern Li- 

bertics, or as many of the ſaid contributors 

as ſhall think fir, to meet on the ſecond Mon- 

day in the month of May next, and on the 

1ame day, in the ſame month, yearly, for ever, 

at ſome convenient place in the ſaid city, then 

and there to clect, by ballot, twelve of their 

own number to be managers of the ſaid con- 

tributions and building or buildings. and one 

other perſon to be treaſurer, until the next 
annual elcction. | 


Contribu- II. And be it further enacted by the authority 
tors r= aforeſaid, That the ſaid contributors ſhall for 
ons ever hereafter, in name and in fact, be one 

body politic and corporate in law, to all intents 
and purpoſes whatſoever, and ſhall have per- 
petual ſucceſiion and may ſue and be ſued, 
plead or be impleaded, and ſhall be incorpo- 
rated by the name of Contributors to the re- 
licf and employment of the poor, in the city 
of Philadelphia, and by that name thall and 
may receive, take and hold any lands, tene- 
ments or hereditaments, not excecding the 
yearly value of one thouſand pounds, and 
any goods and chattels whatſoever of the gift, 
alienation, bequeſt or deviſe of any perſon or 
perſons whatſoever; and are hereby impower- 
ed and authorized to uſe one common ſeal, in 
their buſineſs relating to the ſaid corporation, 
and the ſ.me at their pleaſure to change and 
alter, 
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E III. And for the better governing and ma- 

1 naging the faid corporation, Be it further en- 

j acted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid myanagers 
, managers, or any eight of them, ſhall, and ts me 


- they are hereby authorized, cnjoined and re- },." Ger 
- WW quired to meet together on the third Monday Menay in” % 
bo in the month of May, yearly, and at all ſuch e 
j- other times as they ſhall judge neceſſary, at 

[= ſome convenient place in the ſaid city, on rea- 

8 ſonable notice thereof given to cach of them, 

= to appoint proper officers and ſervants for car- 

e rying on the buſineſs of the ſaid corporation, 

7 and to make and ordain, by a majority of votes 

n all ſuch goad and wholeſome ordinances, rules 

ir and bye-laws, as they ſhall think convenient 

1 and neceſſary for the direction, government 

e and ſupport af the alms-houſe, and houſe of 

ct employment, and the revenues thereto belong- 


ing, and alſo for the maintenance and employ- 
ty ment of all ſuch poor perſons as ſhall be ak 
Ir en into or under their care; all which ordi- 
* nances, rules and bye- laws ſhall be trom tim 
ts to time inviolably obſerved by all perſons con- 
r. cerned, according to the tenor and effect rthure, 
I, of, provided they be not repugnant to the 
„ | laws of England, or of this government, and 
-. BE ſhall be approved of by the fpeaker of the 
ty aſſembly, chief juſtice, and attorney geae-al 
4 of this province for the time being. 


e- IV. And be it further enacted by the autho- 

je rity aforeſaid, That when the ſaid contributors Contribu- 
d I ſhall have met, and choſen their managers and tore raiſing 
Tt, treaſurer as aforeſaid, and ſhall have raiſed, . 
or by their contributions, a ſtock of fifteen hun- mayor, — 
1 dred pounds, for and towards the purpoſes afore- {*\orrow 


in faid, and ſhall make the fame appear, to the £. 2000 for 
n, ſatisfaction of the mayor, recorder and alder- — oo 
ad men of the ſaid city, or a majority of them, 


of 
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ef which the mayor or recorder, for the time 
being, ſhall be one, and of the aſſeſſors of the 
faid city, or a majority of them, it ſhall and 
may be lawful, and the mayor and commonalty 
of the city of Philadelphia, in whom, as truſ- 
rees for the benefit of the inhabitants of che 
city, the title to the lot and piece of ground, 
whereon the alms-houſe of the ſaid city is 
erected, was veſted, are hereby enjoined and 
required to borrow, of ſuch perſon or perſons 
as ſhall be willing to lend, the ſum of two 
thouſand pounds, and to convey the lot and 
piece of ground, whereon the alms-houſe of 
the city of Philadelphia is erected, gr any 
part or parts thercot, together with the build. 
ings thereon, by way of mortgage, and as a 
ſecurity for the payment of the ſaid ſum of mo- 
ney, to ſuch perſon or perſons as ſhall lend the 
ſame; which ſum, ſo borrowed, ſhall be paid to 
the treaſurer of the ſaid contributors, to be 
by their managers applicd rowards purchaſing 
the lot of ground, and erefting the alms- 
houſe, and houſe of employment, herein after 
mentioned: And when the faid lot thail be fo 
purchaſed, and the faid houſes crected, then the 
faid mayor and commonalcy, by and with the 
advice aud conſent of the afſ:ffors of the ſaid 
city, to be teſtified by their, or a majority of 
their, names ſubſcribed, as witneſſcs to the 
decd, ſhall, and they arc hereby cnjoined and 
required to grant, bargain and fell the ſaid lot 
of ground, with the buildings thereon erected, 
to any perſon or perſons who ſhall be willing 
to purchaſe, and to his, her br their heirs and 
aſſigns forever, for the greateſt ſum or ſums, 
of money that can be procured tor the ſame, 
and, upon receipt of the ſaid money, to pay 
and diſcharge the ſaid ſum ſo borrowed, with 
the intereſt thercof, and to pay the reſidue to 

the 


= 


the treaſurer of the faid contributors, to be, 
by the managers aforeſaid, applied and appro- 
priated to the purpoſes in this act mentioned 
and directed. | 


V. And whereas the ſaid lot of ground, fo 
as aforeſaid directed to be fold and the houſes 
thereon built, were purchaſed and erected 
at the expenſe of the inhabitants of the ſaid 
city, and it is but juſt and reaſonable that, 
when the ſame (hall be fold. and the mon 
ariſing from fuch fale ſhall be applied to the 
joint benefit of the ſaid city, diſtrict and town- 
ſhips aforeſaid, that the inhabitants of the ſaid 
diſtri and townſhips ſhould pay to the ſaid cis 
ty, their juſt and reaſonable proportion there- 
of: Be it therefore enacted by the authority 
. That when the ſaid lot of ground Ditrie & 
all be fold as aforeſaid, there ſhall be raiſcd „e 
and levied, within five years next after ſuch years after 
fale, over and above the ſums of money that e {le of 
may be neceſſary, during that time, for the houſes, to 
relief and ſupport of the poor of the faid dif. 7a fun 
trict and townſhips, by a rate or aſſeſſment to one-foarth. 
be laid on all eſtates, real and perſonal, within yt — of 
the ſaid diſtri and townſhips, by the ſame per- — 
ſons, in the ſame manner, and under the ſame 
penalties, to be recovered as the ſums of mo- 
ney to be raiſed for the relief of the poor are 
or ſhall be at that time aſſeſſed, levied and re- 
covered, fo much money as ſhall be equal to 
one-fourth part of the ſum and ſums of mo- 
ney for which the ſaid lot of ground ſhall be 
fold; and that the ſaid money, ſo to be raiſed 
and levied on the diſtri& and townſhips afore- 
ſaid, ſhall be paid to the faid treaſurer, and 
applied, by the managers aforeſaid, in eaſe of 
the inhabitants of the ſaid city, towards the 


relief and ſupport of the poor thereof. 


VI. 
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Vl. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
Contribu- vit y aforeſaid, I hat if the money to be raiſed 
* as aforelaid by contributions, and the fale of 
ſuſſiciem the lot of ground aforeſaid, ſhall not be ſuffi- 
the mapa. Gent to defray the expenſe of purchaſing the 
3 ground, and erecting the houſes herein before 
ſum vet mentioned, it {hall and may be lawful ro and 
2 for the ſaid managers to horrow, from any 

perſon or perſons who ſha!l be willing to lend, 
any ſum or ſums of money, not excecding in 
the whole the ſum of one thouſand pounds, to 
be applied towards purchaſing the ground, 
and erecting the houſes aforeſaid; and every 
lender ſhall immediately receive a certificate in 
writing, under the ſeal of the ſaid corporation, 
for the payment of the ſum lent, with the in- 
tereſt agreed on, not exceeding fix per centum 
per annum; which certificate ſhall be regiſter- 
ed in a book to be kept for that purpoſe, and 
the intereſt money thereon ſhall be paid, by 


the ſaid corporation, every year. 


VII. And be i further enacted by the au- 

Lenders thority aforeſaid, That ail and every lender or 

may tranſ- Jend-rs, his, her or their executors or admi- 
for their zn. , 

certificates, Ufftrators, may aſſign and transfer his, her or 

their certificate, with all his, her or their right or 

 inter«{t therein, by an indorſement thereon. to 

any other perſon or perſons; and ſuch aſſignee 

may, in like manner, aſſign again, and fo 50. 

ties quoties; and afterwards it ſhall not be in 

the power of the perſon ſo aſſigning to make 

void, releaſe or diſcharge the ſaid certificate. 


VIII. And in order to ſecure to the ſaid lend- 
Deficiency ers the reſpective ſums of money fo lent, with 
in contri- the intereſt thereof, Be it further enacted by 


be lies the authority aforeſaid, That if the contribu- 
by tax, &c. tions which ſhall be made and given for the 
purpoſes aforclaid, from time -to time, ſhall 


not 


news- paper; and that the ſaid corporation ſal, 
F G 
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not be ſufficient to ſatisfy and diſcharge the 
ſums ſo borrowed, with the intereſt thereon 
accruing, when they become due, ſuch defi- 
ciency ſhall he paid and fatisfied by a juſt and 
proportionable rate or tax, to be laid, aſſeſſed 
and levied on all the eſtates, real and perſonal}, 
within the city, diſtrict and rownſhips aforeſaid, 


by the ſame perſons, and under the ſame pen- 


alties, to be recovered in the ſame manner, 
and in the ſame proportions, in the ſaid city, 
diſtrict and townſhips reſpectively, as the ſums 
of money to be raiſed for the relief of the 
poor are or ſhall at that time be laid, aſſeſſed 


and levied, and when ſo levied, ſhall be paid 


to the treaſurer of the ſaid contributors, to be 
by the ſaid managers paid in diſcharge of the 
ſaid loans; and that the mayor, recorder, and 


two aldermen of the ſame city, for the time 


being, and three juſtices of the county of 
Philadelphia, upon fuch inſufficiency appear- 
ing to them from the accounts of the ſaid ma- 
nagers, which ſhall be laid before them for 


that purpoſe, ſhall forthwith certify the ſame 


to the overſcers of the poor of the ſaid city, 


diſtrict and rownſhips, in writing, under their 


hands, in order that the ſaid deficiency may be 
laid, aſſeſſed and levied, in manner aforeſaid. 


IX. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That the accounts of the dif- 
burſements of the money, for which the ſaid 
lot of ground ſhall be fold, and of the money 
to be borrowed on certificate as aforeſaid, and 
of ſuch parts thereof as ſhall be expended, 
and of the rents and intereſt of any real and 
perſonal eſtate given to the ſaid corporation, 
together with an account of ſuch donations, 
ſhall be fairly drawn out, and publiſhed annu- 
ally in the Pennſylvania Gazette, or other 


at 


Accounts 
of diſburſe- 
ments to be 
publiſhed 
annually. 
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at all times when required, ſubmit their books, 
accounts, affairs and ceconomy, to the inſpec- 
tion and free examination of ſuch viſitors, as 
ſhall be from time to time appointed, by the 
aſſembly of this province, to vifit, inſpe& and 
examine the ſame. | 
AXA. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
Managers rity aforeſaid, That the ſaid managers ſhall not 
t ;, 7 apply or employ any money, or other eſtate, ' 
only of the EXpreſsly given or added to the capital ſtock, 
1 in any other way than by applying its annual 
8 income, intereſt or rent, towards the purpoſes 
mentioned in this act. 
XI. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
Managers rity aforeſaid, That the ſaid managers, as 
10, purchaſe ſoon as conveniently may be after the publica- 
rect build- tion of this act, ſhall, and they are hereby en- 
ings, &. joined and required to purchaſe a lot or lots of 
ground adjoining each other, in the ſaid ci- 
ty, and to erect thereon a commodious build. 
ing or bnildings, and to appropriate one part 
thereof to be called the alms-houſe, to and 
for the reception and lodging of all ſuch of 
the poor of the ſaid city, diſtrict and town- 
ſhips as ſhall be incapable of contributing to- 
wards their ſupport by their labor; and ano- 
ther part or parts thereof to and for the re- 
ception, lodging and employment of all ſuch 
of the poor of the places aforefaid, as ſhall 
be able to work; and that the ſaid managers 
ſhall, from time to time, receive, provide for 
and employ, according to the true intent and 
meaning of this act, all ſuch poor, indigent 
and necdy perſons, as ſhall be entitled to re- 
lief in the ſaid city, diſtri and townſhips, b 
the laws of this province, and ſhall be legal. 
ly ſent there, by an order or warrant for the 
ſame, under the hands and ſeals of any two 
- Juſtices of che peace of the ſaid city, or any 
| two 


CE 
wo Juſtices of the counties within this pro- 
vince reſpectively; and for that purpoſe ſhall 
| hire ſervants, and provide all neceſſary mate. 
' rials and implements; and ſhall alſo receive in- 
to the ſaid building or buildings all ſuch per- 
ſons, as ſhall offer to work, under their care 
and direction, for their maintenance, at ſuch 
wages, that their labor will contribute to the 

advancement of the deſign of the ſaid corpo- 
ration, 


XII. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That upon complaint made, Diſorderly 
by any two of the ſaid managers, that any Peron © 


we _ WW AY os. &. PE. 


and is likely to become chargeable to the ſaid ment, * | 
city, diſtrit or townſhips, it ſhall and may be 

lawful for any two magiſtrates of the ſaid city, 
or any two juſtices of the peace of the coun- 
ty of Philadelphia reſpectively, if, upon hear- 
ing the party, they ſhall adjudge the complaint 
to be well founded, to commit ſuch diſorderly 
perſon, reſiding within the ſaid city, diſtrict 
or townſhips aforeſaid reſpectively, to the ſaid 
houſe of employment, for any time not ex- 
ceeding three months, unleſs he or ſhe ſhall 
find ſecurity, at the diſcretion of the magiſ- 
trates or juſtices aforeſaid, in any ſum not ex- 
ceeding fifty pounds, for his or her good be- 
haviour, and more orderly demeanor, during 
the ſpace of ſix months; and alſo upon com- 
plaint, and due proof made, by any two of 
the ſaid managers, to any magiſtrates of the 
ſaid city, that any perſon under their care, in 
the ſaid houſe of employment, hath behaved 
and demeaned him or herſelf in a diſorderly 
manner, or hath refuſed or negle&ed ro do 
and perform his or her daily labor or taſk, 7 

lia 
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hath refuſed or neglected to obey, keep and 
obſerve the ordinances, rules and byc- laws of 
the ſaid corporation, to order and direct ſuch 
moderate and proper correction to be given to 
ſuch offender, as the nature of the caſe ſhall 
require. 


XIII. And whereas grent numbers of 
rognes, vagabonds, and other idle and diſſo- 

Jure perſons, frequently come from the neigh- 
bouring provinces into the ſaid city, diſtrict 

and townſhips, and there take up their abode, 

without following any labor, trade or buſineſs, 

or having any viſible means of ſubſiſtence, — 

are not only dangerous members of ſociety, 

but in the end become burthenſome to the pub- 

* lic: Be it therefore enacted by the authority 
Rogues, aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for 
de. having any juſtice of the peace of the city or county 
man of Aforeſaid, to apprehend, and, upon due cxami, 
fubſitence, nation and proof, commit to the ſaid houſe of 

to be com- 

mitted to Employment, all rogues, vagabonds, and other 
the houſe jdle, diſſolute and diſorderly perſons, found 
mu rio Joitering or reſiding in the ſaid city, diſtri& or 
bs at aforeſaid, who follow no labor, 
"trade, occupation or buſineſs, and have no 

viſible means of ſubſiſtence, whereby to ac- 

quire an honeſt livelihood, there to be kept at 

hard labor, for any term not exceeding three 
months; and the ſaid managers are required 
to receive ſuch perſons, and employ them, ac- 


cording to the tenor of ſuch commitments. 


XIV. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That for and towards the re- 
lief, ſupport and employment of the poor 
aforeſaid, the overſeers of the poor of the 
ſaid city, diſtri and townſhips reſpectively, 
ſhall pay the monies by them reſpectively levi- 
ed and raiſed, from time to time, for the 
maintenance 


* 
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maintenance, ſupport and employment of their overſeen 
reſpective poor, to the treaſurer of the ſaid > am by 

corporation, after having deducted thereout them re- 
the charges which hall arife from the recep- e _—_ 
tion or removal of their poor reſpectively; ih 1-4 
which ſaid money ſhall be applied and appro- pation 
priated to and for the uſes aforeſaid, by the 


ſaid managers, and to no other whateyer. 


XV. And be it further enacted by the autha- 
rity aforeſaid, That the reſpective treaſurers Treafurery 
for the time being, before they enter on the ** ak, 2 
execution of their offices, ſhall become bound to 
the ſaid corporation, with one or more ſuffici- 
ent ſureties, in an obligation of four thouſand 
pounds, conditioned for the true and faithful 
diſcharge of their ſaid offices; and that, at the 
expiration of their ſaid reſpective offices, they 
will well and truly pay and deliver over to the 
ſucceeding treaſurer, all the money, books, 
accompts, bonds and papers, belonging to 
the ſaid corporation, which ſhall then be re- 
maining in their hand, "wy and poſſeſſion. 


An ad for 3 the act, entitled, An act 
for the better employment, relief and ſupport 
of the poor, within the city of Philadel- 
phia, the diſtrict of S 3 the town= 
ſhips of Moyamenſing and Paſunk, and 
the Northern Liberties.” 


[Paſſed February twenty-firſt, 1767. Province laws, 
page 331. All the parts of this act, but the fifth 
and ſixth ſections, are obſolete, and, therefore, not 
inſerted. ] 


Section V. And whereas great numbers bf Rogues, 
rogues, vagabonds and other idle and diſſolute xc having 


perſons, frequently come into the ſaid city, ao viſible 


means of 


co and _ and there take up their fabütence, 


a 
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to be com- abode, without following any labor, trade 
mitted '* or buſineſs, or having any viſible means of 
of employ- ſubſiſtence and are not only dangerous mem. 
g ment, and bers of ſociety, but in the end become bur, 
Hard labor, thenfome to the public: Be it therefore enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhail and 
may be lawful for any juſtice of the peace of 
the city or county aforcſaid, to apprehend, 
and, upon due examination and proof, com- 
mit to the ſaid houſe of employment all 
rogues, vagabonds and other idle. diſſolute 
and diſorderly perſons, found loitering or re- 
ſiding in the ſaid city, diſtrict or townſhips 
| aforeſaid, who follow no labor, trade, occu- 
pation or buſineſs, and have no viſible means 
of ſubſiſtence, whereby to acquire an honeſt 
livelihood, there to be kept at hard labor for 
any term not exceeding one month; and the 
ſaid managers are required to receive ſuch 
perſons, and employ them according to the 
tenor of ſuch commitments. 


VI. And be it further enafted by the au- 

part of thority aforeſaid, That ſo much of the ſaid 

former acts recited act of afſembly, as is hereby altered 
epealed. and ſupplied ſhall be, and is hereby declared 
to be, repealed, null and void, and that the 

reſidue thereof ſhall be, and is hereby declar- 

ed to be in full force and virtue to all intents 

and purpoſes, as if this act had not been made. 
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An aft to prevent the miſchiefs ariſing from the 
encreaſe of vagabonds, and other idle and 
diſorderly perſons within this province. 


[Paſſed February twenty-firſt, 1967. Province laws, 
page 333] 


X 7 HEREA3 the. number of rogues, 
vavabonds, and other idle and diſ- 
orderly perſons daily increaſes in this province, 
to rhe great loſs and annovance of the inha- 
bitants thereof, for remedy whereof, Be it 
enacted by the honorable Joan PENN, Eſquire, 
heutenant governor, under the honorable 
Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, Eſquires, 
true and abſolute proprietaries of the province 
of Pennſylvania, and counties of New-caſtle, 
Kent and Suſſex upon Deleware, by and with 
the advice and conſent of the repreſentatives 


of the freemen of the ſaid province, in gene- 


ral aſſembly met, and by the authority of the What fore 
fame, Vhat all perſons who hall untawfully {© be dem- 
return to ſuch city, rownſhip or place from ed idl- aa 
whence they have been legally. removed, by e 
order of two juſtices of ihe peace, without 
bringing a certificate from the city, townſhip 
or place to which they belong; and all per- 
ſons who, not having wherewith to maintain 
themſelves and their families, EVe idly, and 
without employment, and refuſe to work for 
the uſual and common wages given to other 
laborers, in the like work in the city, rown- 
ſhip or place, where they then are, and all 
perſons going about from door to door, or 
placing themſelves in ſtreets, highways or 
other roads, to beg or gather alms in the city, 
townſhip or place where they dwell, and all 
other perſons wandering abroad and begging; 
and all perfors who ſhall come from the neigh- 
bouring colonics, or any of them, into any 

| | rown{hip 
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townſhip or place within this province, aud 
ſhall be found loitering or reſiding therein, 
and ſhall follow no labor, trade, occupation 
or buſineſs, and have no viſible meaus of ſub- 
fiſtence, and can give no reaſonable account 
of themſelves, or their buſineſs in fach town- 
ſhip or place, ſhall be deemed and are hereby 
declared to be, idle and diſorderly perſons, 
and liable to the penalties hereby impoſed; 
and that it ſhall and may be lawful for any 


Juſtice of the peace of the county where ſuch 


idle and diſorderly perſons ſhall be found, to 
commit ſuch offenders (being thereof legally 
convicted before him, on his own view or by 
the confeſhion of ſuch offenders or by the oath 
or affirmation of one or more credible witneſs 
or witneſſes) to the work-houſe of the ſaid 
county, if ſuch there be, otherwiſe to the com- 
mon goal of the county, there to be kept at hard 


labor, by the keeper of ſuch work-houſe or 


Penalty on 
conſtables 
not appre- 
hending 
offenders 


. vey ſuch offenders before the juſtice of the 


goal, for any time, not exceeding one month. 


II. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
rity „ That if any perſons ſhall be 
found offending in any rownſhip or place 
ag ainſt this act, it ſhall and may be lawful for 
any conſtable of ſuch rownſhip or place, and 
he is hereby enjoined and required, on notice 
thereof given him by any of the inhabitants 
thereof, to apprehend and convey, or cauſe 
to be conveyed, ſuch perſon ſo — to a 
juſtice of the peace of the county, who ſhall 
examine and try ſuch offenders, and on ſuch 
confeſſion or proof, ſhall commit them to the 
work-houſe or goal of the county, there to 
be kept at hard labor, during the term afore- 
ſaid; and if any conſtable, after ſuch notice 
given as aforeſaid, ſhall refufe or neglect to 
uſe his beſt endeavours to apprehend and con- 


peace 


* 
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or lots for the building ſuch houſe on; and, 


1 


peace aforeſaid, being thereof legally convict- 
e before ſac} juſtice of the prace, every 
ſuch conſtable ſhall forfeit and pay to the over- 
ſ-ers of the poor of the tow:ſhip or place 


where ſuch offence ſhull be committed, to the 


uſe of the poor thereot, the ſum of ten ſhil- 
lings, to be levied by diſtreſs and ſale of the 
offender's goods, by warrant from ſuch juſtice, 
and the overplus, if any, after the charge of 
proſecution and of ſuch diſtreſs ſhall be ſatisfi- 
ed, ſhall be returned to ſach offender: 


III. And be it further enacted by the autho. 
rity aforeſaid, That any perſon or perſons wito Perfons 
ſhaii concc ive him, her or themielves aggriev- — 
ed, by any act, judgment or determination, of 
any juſtice or juſtices of the peace out of ſeſ- 
ſions, in and concerning the execution of this 
act, may appcal to the next gend ral quarter 
ſeihons of the city or county, giving reaſona- 


ble notice thereof, whoſe orders thereupon 
{hall be final, | 


IV. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That upon the preſ-ntment precene- 
of any grand jury, at any court of genera] ment being 
quarter ſeſſions of the peace in and for any + air 
county of this province, that there is no work- quarter (- 
houſe, and that it will be for the benefit and — 9 
common good of the ſame county to erect or the want of 
provide ſuch houſe, or that the work-houſe b 
already provided is not ſuificient, and requires manner of 
repairs, Or an alteration or enlargement, then, —_— 
if the juſtices of the peace, in their ſeſſions, 
ſhall approve of the ſame, the commiſſioners 
and aſſeſſors of the county aforeſaid, if they 
unite in judgment with the ſaid juſtices, and 
grand jury, ſhall have full power and authori- 
ty to build, erect, add to, or enlarge, one 


convenient work-houſe, and to purchaſe a lot 


for 


WS 


for defraying the expenſe, charge and coſts 
thereof, ſhall lay, affcſs and levy, ſuch fur- 
ther and other rate or rates, aſſeſſment or af- 
ſeſſments, on all eſtates, real and perſonal, 
within their county, as ſhali or may be {uſjici- 
ent fer the purpoſes aforeſaid, in the fame 
manner, and to be collected in the 1a:ne man- 
ner, by the ſame perſons, and under the ſame 
penalties, as is or are enjoined and directed in 
the laying, aſſeſſing, levying and recovering 
the ccunty rates, by the act of general aſſem- 
bly. of this province, entitled, An act for 
raifing county rates and levies. 


V. And be it further enacted oy the autho- 
| Juſtices in rity aforeſaid, That the ſaid juſtices in their 
e = general quarter ſeſſions ſhall. as often as there 
peint a may be occaſion, nominate and appoint ſome 
ET capable, diſcreet and prudent perſon, to be 
houſe, &c. the keeper of ſuch work-houſe, who ſhall, at 

the expenſe of the county, provide, furniſh 
and ſupply ſuch ſufficient implements, materi- 
als and furniture, for keeping, ſctting to work, 
employing and correctiug all idle and diſorders 
ly perſons, rogues and vagabonds, who ſhall 
be legally committed to the ſaid houſe, as the 
faid juſtices and commiſſioners (hall direct; 
which ſaid expenſe, together with ſuch ſum 
of money as ſhall be allowed the faid keeper, 
for his labor and trouble in his faid office, by 
the juſtices and commiſſioners aforeſaid, ſhall 
be paid out of the county ſtock, and ſhall be 
laid, raiſed, levied and recovered, in the ſame 
manner as, by the ſaid recited act, other coun- 
ty rates and.levies are enjoined and directed to 
be laid, levied and recovered; and that all ma- 
terials ſo found and provided, and worked up 
in the ſaid houſe, ſhall be the property of the 
county, and ſhall be ſold by ſuch keeper, in 
ſuch manner as the ſaid juſtices aud commiſſi- 

oners 
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oners ſhall direct and appoint; and all the pro- 
cteds t.iereot, after deducting tie ſum or ſuins 
expenc'.d in the ſupport and victualling ſuch 
perſons to c,mmitted, agreeably to the order 
and dir cc ons of the ſaid juſtices and commiſ- 
fioners, if any, ſhall be paid by ſuch keeper 
unto the county treaſurer, there to remain ſia- 
ble to the draughts of the county commiſhon- 
ers aforeſaid, for the payment of the county 
debts; and that two of the ſaid juſtices, or 
any ſuch two of them as ſhall be appointed at 
the general quarter ſcſſions of the peace, with 
one or more of the ſaid commiſſioners, ſhall, 
four times, or oftner, if need be, in every 
year, viſit the ſaid work-houſe, and examine 
into the ſtate and managemcut thereof, and 
report the ſame to the next general quarter 
ſeſſions aforeſaid, ro the intent that if any 
thing be. amiſs, or not properly conducted, 
the ſame may, by order of the ſaid ſeſſions, 
and the county commiſſioners aforeſaid, be re- 
formed and amended. 


VI. Provided always nevertheleſs, That ,.. 
nothing in this act contained ſhall be deemed, in this ac 
taken or conſtrued, to extend to the appre-{ #4 t0 
hending, trial and commitment of any rogues, mitment of 
vagabonds, or other idic, diſſolute and diſor- — = 
derly perſons, found loitering or reſiding in;u Phila- 
the city of Philadelphia, diſtrict of South- delphia, 
wark, or townſhips of Moyamenſing and Paſ- 
ſyunk, and the Northern Liberties, mention- 
ed in the act, entitled, An act for the better 
employment, relief and ſupport of the poor, 
within the city of Philadelphia, the diſtrict of 
Southwark the townſhips of Moyamen/ing and 
Paſſyunk, and the Northern Liberties, any 
thing in this act contained to the contrary there- 


of in any wiſe notwithſtanding. | 
An 
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Expired. An act to amend the act, entitled, An act for 
the belier employment, relief and ſupport of 
the poor, within the city of Philadeiphia, 
the diftrit of Southwark, the townſhips of 
Moyamenſing and Paſpyunk and the Northern 
Liberties." 

[Paſſed February 2oth. 1768. Province laws, p. 343-] 


Obſolete. An act to meble the managers of the contribu- 
tions for the relief and employment of the 
poor in th: city of Philadelphia, to raiſe 15e 
ſum of fourteen thouſand pounds in bills of 
credit, towards diſc varging heir debts, and. | 
to provide a fund for redeeming and fi nking x 
the ſaid bills, 


LPaſſed February 18th. 1769. Province laws, P- 350+] 


Obſolete. An act to continue an act, entitled, An act to 
amend the act, entitied, An act for the bel- 
ter employment, relief and ſupport of the 
poor within the city of Philadelphia, the 
diftrit of Southwark, the tuwnſhips of 
Moyamenfing and Paſſyunk, and ihe North. 


ern Liberties. 0 
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[Paſled May 27th. 1769. 8 8025 laws, pa page 373. ] 
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An act for the relief of the poor. 
[Paſſed March gth. 1771. Province laws, p. 404, Kc. J 


\ HEREAS the laws hitherto made 
for the relief of the poor have not 
anſwered all the good purpoſes that were ex- 
pected from them, Be it therefore enatted by 
the honorable JohN Pi NN, Eſquire, licute- 
nant governor, under the hcnorable Thomas j 
Penn and Richard Penn, Efquires, true and \ 
abfviutc proprietaries of the province of Penn- f 
fyivania, and counties of New-caſtle, Kent y 
and vulicx, upon Delaware, by and with the c 
advice 


f 61 ] 


advice and conſent of the repreſentatives of Mayor, ev 

the fre2men of the faid province, in general gef Thi. 

alſeiml-ly met, and by the authority of the ladelphia, 

me, That the mayor or recorder of the city . Juice 
of the 

of Philadelphia, with the aldermen of the ſaid ſpeQive 

ci y, or any two of them, and the juſtices of counties to 
Meet years 


the peace of the reſpective counties of this ty, on the 
_ Ince | Of any three of _ ſhall, on the 25th. of 


March and 


meet at tome convenient — — + the ſaid 
city. an. in the ſeveral counties reſpectively, 
and there nominate and appolat twelve ſub- 
ſtantial inhabitants of the ſaid city, four of 
the Northern Lilerties, four of the diſtrict of 
Southwark, and iwo of every borough: and 
other tow aſhip within their reſpectiye juriſdic- gyerfeers 
tions, to be overſcers of the poor of the ſaid going out 
city, diſtrict, boroughs and townſhips; for — 
which purpoſe the overſeers going ou: of of- names, &c. 
fice ſhall, on the day aforeſaid, return to the 
ſaid magifrates and juſtices, "the names of 
twelve ſubſtantial inhabitants, or more, for 
the city, four or more for the ſaid dit? rict, 
four or more for the {fd Liberties, and two 
or more for each burouzh and other townſhip penalty on 
out of which number, ſucceſſors in the faid refuſal” or 
office ſhall be appointed. by the ſaid magiſtrates _ 
and juitices for the enſuing year. And if any 
overfecr (hall refuſe or negleR to make ſuch 
return as aforeſaid, he ſhall forfeit and pay 
any ſum not exceeding ten pounds. Provid- 8. 4. 
yo 
ed always, That the overſcer or overſeers mak- noric: to be 
ing ſuch return thall give notice thereof, in be me 
perſons re- 
writing, at leaſt ſix days before the rwenty- turned, &c. 
fifth day of March, to the perſon or perſons 
whoſe name or names are ſo to be returned, 
or leave the fame at his or their dwelling-houſe 
; or 
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or place of abode. And if any overſcer ſhall 
die, faii to make a proper return, remove, or 
become inſolvent, before the expiration of his 
office, two of the faid aldermen or juſtices re- 
ſpectively, on due proct being thereof made 
beforc them, may appoint another in his ſtead. 


Il. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
Overſeers rity afore/aid, That every overſeer ſo nominat- 
fo a" ed and appointed, ſhall, before he enters up- 
firmation. on the execution of his office, take an oath 
or affirmation reſpectively, according to law, 
which any alderman in the ſaid city, or any 
Jjuitice in the county reſpæctively, is hereby 
authorized and impowered to adminiſter: That 
he will diſcharge the office of overſeer of the 
poor truly, faithfully and impartially, to the 

beſt of his knowledge and ability. 


i III. And be it further enacted by the autho- 
— og rity aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawtul 
made by for any two Juſtices of the peace for the coun- 
the mana- ry, and the mayor or recorder and any two al- 
money is dermen of che city of Philadelphia, upon 
wanting,t0 complaint made to them by the managers, 
warrant to elected by the contributors to the relief and 
the over- employment of the poor in the ciry of Phila- 
hying en delphia, or by a majority of them, that a 
aflellment. ſum of money is wantirg, or likely fo to be 

to ſupport and employ the poor in the houſe 
of employment in the ſaid city, to iſſue their 
warraut, under their bands and ſeals, directed 
to the overſeers of the poor of the ſaid city, 
diſtrict of Southwark, and townſhips of Moy- 
amenſing, Paſſyunk, and the Northern Liber- 
ties, requiring them forthwith to levy, collect 
and raiſe, fuch and the ſame rate, by a joint 
aſſeſſmeut on all eſtates, real and perſonal, and 
raxables, in the manner, and under the ſame 
penalties, within the ſaid city, diſtrict and 

townſhips 
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townſhips, herein after directed for levying, 
collecting and raiſing ſuch rates in the ſeveral 
boroughs and other rownſhips in this province 

as to the ſaid juſtices, and mayor or recorder 

and aldermen, ſhall appear nceceflary for che 
purpoſes aforeſaid. And if any of the ſaid Penaly ov 
overſeers ſhall negle& or refuſc to levy, col- died 3 
let and raiſe the faid rate, fo ordered by the -tukat. 
faid juſtices, mayor or recorder and aldermen 

and to pay the ſame, after the charges ariſing 

from the reception and removal of their re- 
ſpective poor, and of collecting the ſaid rate, 

are deducted, to the treaſurer of the corpora- 

tion of contributors to the relief and employ- 

ment of the poor in the city of Philadelphia, 

within two months after the receipt of ſuch 

order or warrant, every ſuch overſeer, being 

thereof legally convicted, ſhall forfeit to the 

faid corporation the ſuin of fifty pounds. 


IV. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That it thall and may be law- Overleers 
ful to and for the overſcers of the poor of the H _ 
ſeveral boroughs and towuſhips within this ral town- 
province (the towuſhips of Moyamenſing, Paſ- 33% — 
ſyunk and the Northern Liberties aforeſaid, approbation 
only excepred) having firſt obtained the appro- e juF 
bation of any two juſtices of the peace in the a rate or 
fame county, to make and lay a rate or aſſeſſ- Fmeat, | 
ment, not excceding rhree-pence in the pound 
at one time, upon the clear yearly value of all 
the real and perſonal eſtates within the ſaid 
boroughs and town(hips reſpectively, and fix 
ſhillings per head on every freemen, not other- 
wiſe rated for his eſtate, jn every three-penny 
tax, and ſo in proportior for any leſſer rate or 
aſſeſſment; which ſaid aſſeſſments may be re- , be v 
peated, by the authority aforeſaid, as often peated as 
in one year as ſhall be fpund neceſſary for the n . 


ſupport of the poor, —_—— 


be employed in pro- one year, 
viding &. 
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viiing proper houſes and places, and a conve- 
| nicit ock of hemp, flax, thread, and ortier 
| ware and ſtuff, for ſerting to work ſuch gor 
4 | perſons as apply for relief, and are capable of 
6 working, and allo for relieving ſuch poor. ot, 
| blind, impotent and lame perf ns. or otter 
perſons not able to work with faid Horgunͤis 
and rownſhips refpeQively, who (hail therewirh 
be maintained and provided for. 


| 
| | V. And be it further enatted by the quit ho- 


C . + rity aforeſaid, That ic thai! and may he la ful 
otporouphs to and for the overſ-ers of the pour of the 
to cou rack 


i for a houſe aid boroughs and rownthips, to contract with 

ii — any perſon or perions for a houſe or lodging, 

ili taining and For Keeping, maintaining and employing, any 

= — or all ſuch poor in faid horvughs and rown- 

„„ ip reſpectivcly, as ſhall be adjudged proper 
objects of relief, and there to keep, maintain 
and employ all ſuch poor perſons, and take 
the benefit of their work, labor and ſervice, 
for and towards their maintenance and ſupport; I 
and if any poor perſon ſhall refuſe to be lodg- W ? 
ed, kept, maintained and employed in fach IF 
hovſe or houſes, he or ſhe ſhall be put out of 
the book. and ſhall not be entitled to recoive IN 


relief from the overſcers during ſuch reſufal. 


Overſeers VI, And be it further enafted by the auto. i * 

= 8 rity aforeſaid, I hat the overſe-rs of the (aid I * 

; county a- boronghs and townſhips, in laying the faid 
28 rates, ſhall be guided by the county aſſeſſment I © 
rates, &c. ON other occaſions, having due regard to eve- 
ty man's eſtate within the borough or town- { 

ſhip ſo to be rated and aſſeſſed; and ſhall en- 

ter ſuch rates fairly in a book, of which 4 

| fair duplicate, ſigned by them, ſhall be deli. 

: vered to the Juſtices, who ſhall allow the ſame, 
if they find it juſt and reaſonable. without fee 

or reward, and ſhall permit any inhabitant to 

inſpect che rates, at all reaſonable times, with- 

out 
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vut any fee or reward, and ſhall give copies, 
on demand, being paid at the rate of ſix- pence 
for every twenty-four names; and if any over- 
ſeers ſhall not permit any inhabitant to inſpect, 
or ſhall refuſe to give copies as aforeſaid, he 
ſhall forfeit twenty ſhillings to the party griev- 
ed, to be recovered as debts under forty ſhil- 


lings are directed by law to be recovered. 

VII. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That it any perſon br perſons, Perſons 
ſo rated or affe ſſæd in the ſaid city or diſt: ict, refuſug to 
or any borough or townſhip, ſhall refuſe to , —_ 
pay the ſum or ſums on them charged, it ſhall the fame to 
and may be lawful to and for the ſ:id overſeer . vi 
or overſeers (having firſt obtained a warrant, goods and 
under the hand and ſcal of any magiſtrate of 
the faid city, or any juſtice of the peace of 
the county reſpectively, where the ſaid aſſcſſ- 
ment is made, who is hereby impowered to 
grant fuch warrant) to levy the ſame on the 
goods and cſiattels of the perſon or perſons ſo 
refuſing; and in caſe ſuch perſon ſhall nor, 
within three days next after ſuch diſtreſs made , here 
pay the ſum or ſums on him aſſeſſed, together no goods 
with the charge of ſuch diſtreſs, that the ſaid enden 
overſeer or overſeers may proceed to the fale ted to pri- 
of the goods deſtrained, rendering to the own- ſen. 
er the overplus, it any, that ſhall remain on 
ſuch ſale, reaſonable charges being firſt de- 
ducted. And in cafe ſuch perſon or perſons 
have no goods and chattels, whereby they may 
be diſtrained, it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid 
juſtices, magiſtrate or juſtice reſpectively, to 
commit the offenders to priſon, there to re- 
main without bail or mainprize, until they 
have paid the ſame. Provided always, That Perſons 
if any perſon or perſons ſhall find him, her or — — 
themlelves aggrieved with ſuch rate or aſſeſſ- — —_ 


ment, 
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ment, it ſhall be lawful for the magiſtrates or 
juſtices of the peace, at their next general 
quarter ſeſſions for the city or county reſpec- 
tively, upon petition of the party, to take 
ſuch order therein, as to them ſhall be thoughr 
convenient, and the ſame ro conclude and bind 
all parties; and the overſeers ſhall forbear to 
proceed in ſuch fale, till the ſame be determin- 
ed in the quarter ſ:ſhons. | 


VIII. And be it further enacted by the au- 

Managers 7Þority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be law- 

of the houſe ful for the managers of the houſe of employ- 

ent en pat ment in the city of Philadelphia, or a majo- 

out poor rity of them, and the overſeers of the poor of 

chiliren 35 the boroughs and townſhips aforeſaid, by the 
pprentices : 

aporobation and conſcnt of two or more ma- 

giſtrates of the ſaid city, or two juſtices of 

the peace of the county, to put out as appren- 

- tices all ſuch poor children, whoſe parents are 

dead, or hall be by the ſaid magiſtrates, or 

juſtices and managers found unable to wain- 

tain them; males to the age of twenty-one and 


females to the age of eighteen years. 


IX. And be it further enacted by the au- 

No perſon 101 ity aforeſaid, That no — or perſons ff 
to be enter- ſhall be admitted or entered in the poor book I 2 
— of the ſaid houfe of employment, or of any of a. 
without an the ſaid boroughs or townſhips, or receive re- I re 
wo di. gil. lief, before ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall have I o 
trates, &c. Procured an order from two magiſtrates or juſ- ¶ b 
tices of the peace for the ſame; and in caſe ¶ ſu 

the ſaid managers or overſeers ſhall enter in I ar 

their books, or relieve any ſuch poor perſon ¶ in 

or perſons, without ſuch order, they ſhall for- fic 

feit all ſuch money or goods, fo paid or dil- Þ 
tributed, unleſs ſuch entry and relief (hall be tre 
approved of by two magiſtrates or juſtices as ¶ co 
aforeſaid. | pi 
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X. And be it further enacted by the au- Overſeers 
thority afore/aid, That the overſccrs of the % Pd 
city of Philadelphia, the diſtrict of Sout!1- phia to ren- 


wark, and the townthips of the Northern Liber. dr 4 jut 
account to 


ties, Moyamenſing and P:fyunk, ſhall, on the magic 


the twenty-fifth day of March in every year, wrates. 
or within fix weeks after, render to the juſ- 
tices of the county of Philadelphia, and to 
the magiſtrates of the ſaid city reſpectively, or 
to any three of them, the mayor or recorder 
being one, a juſt account in writing, fairly 
entered in a book to be kept for that purpoſe, 
and ſigned by them, of all ſums by them re- 
ceived, or rated and not received, and of all 
money paid by ſuch overſcers, and of all other 
things concerning their office, which accounts, 
when ſettled, ſhall be ſigned by the faid juſ- 
tices or magiſtrates, who ſhall have full power 
to allow ſuch parts thereof only, as to them 
ſhall ſeem juſt and reaſonable. And if any 
ſuch overſeer or overſeers ſhall refuſe or ne- 
glet to make and yield up ſuch accounts 
within ſuch time or if any overſcer or over- 
ſcers, whoſe office that year expires, ſhall re- 
fuſe or negle& to pay all the monies raiſed by 
aſſeſſments, which ſhall remain in their hands, 
after deducting the charges of receiving and 
removing paupers as aforeſaid; and alſo all 
other monies. which ſhall remain in their hands, 


| by fines, forfeitures or donations to the trea- 


ſurer of the ſaid corporation of contributors, 
and deliver up the ſaid books, and every thing 
in his or their hands, concerning the ſaid of- 
fice, to his or their ſucceſſor or ſucceſſors, or 
thall refuſe or neglect to collect and pay to the 
treaſurer of all ſuch ſums of money, as are un- 
collected on the rate or aſſeſſment, at the ex- 
piration of his or their office, which they are 
hereby enabled to collect by warrant _ 
: rac 


ii 
| 
' 
i 
} 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
| 
| 


[ 68 J 


the hand and ſeal of any one magiſtrate 
within the ſaid city, or juſtice within the 
ſaid county reſpectively, within fix weeks 
after his or their going out of office, it 
Penalty on ſhall and may be lawful, to and for the ſaid 
= c ne. juſtices and magiſtrates reſyedtively, or any 
der their three of them, to commit ſuch overſcer or 
5 overſeers, to the common goal, there to remain, 
monies re- Without bail or mainprize, till ſuch overſeer 
— or overſeers ſhall give ſuch account, and pay 
&. and yeild up ſuch money, books and other 


things, as they ought in manner aforeſaid. 


XI. And be it further enacted by the autho- 

Freehold rity aforeſaid, That the frecholders of every 

ers of exery borough and townſhip in this province (except 
— to the townſhips of the Northern 1 .jbercics, 

—_— Moyam-nfing and Paſſyunk) ſhall meet toge- 

third Sa. ther on the third Saturday in March, yearly 

{ks and every ycar, and chooſe by tickets in writ- 

hah and ing, three capable and diſcreet frecholders, 

perſons to to ſettle and adjuſt the accounts of the over- 

mel, ſeers of the poor of the reſpective boroughs 

the over- and townſhips for the preceding ycar, and the 

ſeer.. perſon who ſhall have ſerved the office of over- 

ſeer ſhall, on the ſaid day, or within fifteen 

days after, deliver and render to the faid free- 

holders a juſt account in writing, entered in a 

book to be kept for that purpoſe, and ſigned 

by him, of all ſums by him received. and alſo 

of all materials that have come to his hands du- 

ring his office, or that ſhall be in his hands, or 

in the hands of any of the poor, to be wrought, | 

and of the produce of the labor of the poor un- 

der his care and of all money paid by ſuch over- | 

feers, and of all other things concerning his 

office; which accounts, when ſettled, ſhall 

be ſigned by the ſaid freeholders, or any two 

* of them, who ſhall have full power to _ 
uc 
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ſuch parts thereof only, as to them ſhall ap- overſcers 
pear juſt and reaſonable. And the ſaid over- — I 
ſcers ſhall make fair entries in a book, of the os the 
names of all the poor within their reſpective e of 
boroughs and townſhips, with the time when {mn 
each of them become chargeable, and of all 
certificates delivered to them and by whom, 

with thc times when the ſame were delivered; 

for which trouble inc ſaid frecholders, or any 

two of them. ſhall, on ſettling their accounts, 

make ſuch allowaaces as they ſhall judge reaſon- 

able. And if any of the faid overſeers ſhall Penalty en 
refuſe or negle& to make and yield up ſuch their reſuf- 
y books and accounts, within the time as afore- a5 * — 
A faid, pr if any ſuch whoſe office ſhall expire, bock and 
ſhall refuſe or negle& to pay over the money 
and deliver up the books aforeſaid. and every 
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y other thing in his hands concerning his ſaid 
4 oftice, to his ſucceſſors or ſhall refuſe or ne- 
, glect to collect and pay to ſuch ſucceſſors all 
K ſuch ſums of money, as are uncollected on 
1 the rate or aſſeſſmeut at the expiration of his 
2 office (which he is hereby impowered to col- 
Y le& by warrant, to be iſſued under the hand 


and ſeal of any one juſtice of the peace in and 


7 for his reſpective county) within thirty days 

2 after his going out of office, it (hall aud may 

d be lawful to and for any ju dice of the peace of 

by the ſaid county to commit ſuch overſeer to the 

J common goal, their to remain, without bail 

M or mainprize, till ſuch over ſeer ſhall give ſuch 

t, accounts, and pay and deliver up ſucu money, 

* books and other things as he ought in manner 

4 aforeſaid. 

is XII. Provided always never. heleſs, That if o «(ons 
Il any perſon ſhall think himſelf aggrieved by the 2825 ved 
0 ſettlement of his account by the ſaid frechold- _= 


w ers, he may (having firſt paid over to his ſuc- 
hi | ceſſors 
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ceſſors the balance found in his hands, if any 
ſuch there be) appeal to the next county court 
of quarter ſeſſions, who ſhall, on the petit ion 
of the party, take ſuch order therein, and 
give ſuch relief as to them ſhall appear juſt 
and reaſonable, and the ſame ſhall conciude 
all parties. 


XIII. And be it further enacted by the au- 

AO thority aforeſaid, That overſeers of the poor 
Ac. to give Of the boroughs and townſhips within the ſe- 
notice of yeral counties of this province (except as be- 
the PR fore is excepted) ſhall, ar leaſt five days be- 
in habitaws fore the third Saturday in March, yearly and 
we rope, Every year, during the continuance of this act, 
fi eeholders give public notice in writing, by affixing the 
ſame in four or more of the moſt public places 

in their reſpective boroughs and townſhips, of 

the place where the inhabicants and freehold- 

ers of the ſeveral boroughs and -rownſhips 

ſhall meet, to cle@ the frecholders aforeſaid 

for each and every of the ſaid boroughs and 
townſhips, according to the directions of this 

act; which place, ſo appoined for the ſaid 
election, ſhall be as near the center of the re- 

ſpective boroughs and townſhips, as conveni- 


ently may be. 


XIV. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid. ] hat if any perſon appointed 
over. ers as overſeer of the poor of the city of Phila- 
—_ "s © delphia, ſhall refuſe or negle& to take upon him 

the ſaid office, he ſhall forfeit twenty pounds 

to the overſcers of the poor of the ſaid city, 

for the uſe of the: poor thereof. And if any 

perſon appointed as overſeer of the poor of 

any borough. townſhip or place, ſhall refuſe 
or neglect to take upon him the ſaid office, he 

ſhall forfeit five pounds to the overſcers of the 
poor of the faid borough, townſhip or * 
or 


En 1 
for the uſe of the poor thereof, and the ſaid 
forfeitures ſhall be levied by warrant from any 
two juſtices of the county, or any two magiſ- 
trates of the city of Philadelphia reſpectivcly, 
under their hands and ſeals, on the goods and 
chattels of ſuch perſon or perſons ſo neglecting 
or refuſing, and ſold within three days next af- 
ter ſuch diſtreſs made; and if there happen 
any overplus upon fale thereof, the ſame ſhall 
be paid to the owner or owners, reaſonable 
charges being firſt dedufted; and if ſuch per- 
ſon or perſons, ſo neglectiug or refuſing as 
aforeſaid, ſhall not have goods or chattcls 
whereby he or they may be diſtrained as afore- 
ſaid, that then the ſaid juſtices may commit 
the offender or offenders to priſon, there to 
remain, without bail or mainprize, till the ſaid 
forfeitures ſhall be fully ſatis fird and paid. Aud 
if any overſcer ſhall remove, he ſhall, before in cafe of 
his removal, deliver over to ſome other over- the — 
ſeer of the city, borough, townſhip or place, a 3 
from which he removes, his accounts as afore- overſeer, 
ſaid, with all aſſeſſments, books, papers, mo- re, 
ney and other things concerning his office; to be deli- 
and upon the death of any overſ-er, his-exe. Tet © 
cutors or adminiſtrators hall, within forty days ſeers. 
after his deceaſe, deliver over all thinzs con- 
cerning his office to ſome other overſeer as 
aforeſaid, and ſhall pay out of the aſſets, all 
money remaining duc, which he received by 
virtue of his office, before any of his other 
debts are paid. 


XV. And be it further enacted by the autho- 


* o * . : © Gi 
rity aforeſaid, That all gifts, grants, deviſes I its 


and bequeſts, hereafter to be made. of any 3.2.1” 


houſes, lands, tenements, rents, goods, chat- ing the 

tels, fum or ſums of money, not exceeding in — 

the whole, including all gifts, grant, deviſes to he good, 
| and “. 


—_— 
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and bequeſts heretofore made, the yearly va- 
lue of tive hundred pounds, to the poor of 
any borough or townſhip within this province, 
(except the rownſhips as before excepred) or 
to any other perſon or perſons for their uſe, . 
by deed, or by the laſt will and teſtament of 
any perſon or perſons, or otherwiſe howſoe- 
ver, hall be good and available in law, and 
ſnall paſs ſuch houſes, lands, renements, rents, 
goods and chatrels, to the overtrers of che 
poor of ſuch borough or rownſhip, for the 
uſe of their poor reſpectively. 


XVI. And be it further enafted by the au- 
Overſeers thority aforeſaid, That the ſaid overſeers of 
—— PT the poor for the city, boroughs, diſtrict and 
ot the cit) . c . <P * £ 2 | 
and diffe- tOWnſhi,»s aforeſaid, for the time being reſpec- 


m d- tively, ſhall! for ever hercafter, in name and 
roughs in- 


corporated. In fact, be, and they are hereby declared to 


be, bodics politic and corporate in law, to all 
intents and purpoſes, and ſhal! have perpetual 
ſucceſſion, and by the name of Overſeers of 
the poor of the ſaid city, boroughs, diſtrict 
and townſhips, may ſuc aid he ſued, and plead 
and be impleaded, in all ccurts of judicature 
1:2 this province, and by that name ſhall 
and may purchaſe, take or receive, any lands, 
teucments or hereditaments, goods, chattels, 
ſum or ſums of money, not exceeding in the 
whole, including all gifis, grants devifcs and 
bequelts heretotort made, the aforeſaid yearly 
value of five hundred pounds, to and for the 
uſe and benefit of the poor of the ſaid city, 
or each of the ſaid boroughs, diſtrict or town- 
ſhips reſpectively, of the gift, alienation or 
deviſe, of any perſon or perſons whomſoever, 
to hold to them, the ſaid overfeers, and their 
ſucceſſors in the ſaid truſt, for the uſe of the 
faid poor forever. 


XVII. 
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XVII. And be it further enacted by the au- 


thority aforeſaid, That if any perſon, who What is 
ſhall come to inhabit in the ſaid city of Phila- — ig 
delphia, or in any borough, town{hip or place ment in this 
in this province, ſhall for himſelf, and on his Ponce. 


on account, execute any public office, being 
legally placed therein, in the ſaid city, bo- 
rough, townſhip or place, during one whole 
yea:z or if any perſon ſhall be charged with 
and pay his or her ſhare towards the public 
taxes or levies for the poor of the ſaid city, 
borough; rownſhip or place, for two years 
ſuccefhvely; or if any perſon ſhall really and 
bona fide take a leaſe of any lands or tene- 
ments in the ſaid city, or in a borough, town- 
ſhip or place, of the yearly value of ten 
pounds, and ſhall dwell in or upon the ſame 
for one whole year, and pay the ſaid rent, or 
ſhall become ſeized of any freehold eſtate, in 


any lands or tenements in the ſaid city, or in 


any borough, townſhip or place in this pro- 
vince, and ſhall dwell in or upon the ſame for 
one whole year; or if any unmarried perſon, 
hot having children or child, ſhall be lawfully 


bound or hired as a ſervant in the ſaid city, or 


any of the boroughs, townſhips or places afore- 
ſaid, and ſhall continue and abide in ſuch ſer- 
vice during one whole year, or if any perſon 
ſhall be duly bound an apprentice by indenture, 


and ſhall inhabit in the ſaid city, or in any bo- 


rough, rownſhip or place, with his or her 
maſter or miſtreſs, for one whole year; ſuch 


perſons, in any of theſe caſes, ſhall be adjudg- 


ed and deemed to gain a legal ſettlement in the 
ſaid city, borough, townſhip or place reſpec- 
tively, where ſuch perſon ſhall ſo execute an 
office, be charged with and pay taxes, take 
ſuch leaſe, or own any ſuch freehold _ 
K an 


T's 3 


and dwell thereon as aforeſaid, or, being hir- 
ed or bound, ſhall continue and inhabit in a 
place for one whole year as aforeſaid. 


XVIII. And be it further enacted by the au- 

* Manner thority aforeſaid, That every indented ſcrvant, 
r. — legally and directly imported from Europe in- 
giving ,2 to this province, ſhall obtain a legal ſettlement 
near Kc. in the city, borough, townſhip or place, in 
which ſuch ſervant ſhall firſt ſerve with his or 

her maſter or miſtreſs the ſpace of fixty days, 

and it afterwards ſuch ſervant ſhall duly ſerve 

in any other place for the ſpace of twelve 
months, ſuch ſervant ſhall obtain a legal ſettle- 

ment in the city, borough, townſhip or piace, 

where ſuch ſervice was laſt performed, either 


with his or her firſt maſter or miſtreſs, or on 


an aſſignment; and all mariners coming into 

this province, and every other healthy perſon, 
directly coming from Europe into this province, 
ſhall be legally ſettled in the city, borough, 

townſhip or place, in which he or ſhe ſhall 

firſt ſcrtle and reſide for the ſpace of twelve 
months. 


XIX. And be it further enacted by the au- 

Legy! et thority aforeſaid, That every married woman 
3 of ſhall be deemed, during coverture, and after 
women her huſband's death, to he legally ſettled in 
how deter- the place where he was laſt legally ſeitled; but 
| if he ſhall have no known legal ſettlement, 
then ſhe ſhall be deemed, whether he is living 
or dead, to be legally ſettled in the place where 


- ſhe was laſt legally ſeitled before her marriage. 


XX. And be it further enacted by the au- 


Perſons re- thority aforeſaid, That if auy perſon or per- 

nos ut ſons, after the publication of this act, Fall 

of the city . . , 

of Philadel- come out of the city of Philadelphia, or any 

phia to any borough, townſhip or place, iuto another bo- 
| rough 


1 


rougb, townſhip or place, within this pro- borough, 
vince, ar ſhall come out of any borough, _— _ 
townfhiy or place in this province, into the city rough, &e. 
of Philai-iphia, there to inhavit and reſide, — me 
and ſha.! at the fame time procure, bring and ducing 
deliver unto the overſcers of the poor of the h 
city, borough, townſhip or place, where he provided 
or ſhe ſhall come to inhabit, a certificate, un- for, &c. 
der the hands and ſeals of the overſeers of the 
poor of the city, borough, townſhip or p'ace, 
from whence he, ſhe or they removed, to be 
atteſted by two or more credible witneſſes, 
thereby acknowledging the perſon or perſons 
mentioned in the faid certificate to be an inha- 
bitant or inhabitants, legally ſettled in that ci- 
ty, borough, townſhip or place, every ſuch 
certificate, having been allowed of and ſub- 
ſcribed by one or more juſtices of the peace 
of the city, or of the county where ſuch bo. 
rough, townſhip or place doth lie, ſhall oblige 
the ſaid city, borough, townſhip or place, to 
provide for the perſons mentioned in the ſaid 
certificate, together with his or her family, as 
inhabitants of that place, whenever he, ſhe 
or they ſhall happen to become chargeable to, 
or be obliged to ak relief of, the city, bo- 
rough, townſhip or place, to which ſuch cer- 
tificate was given, and into which he, ſhe or 
they were received by virtue of the ſaid certi- 
ficate, and then, and not before, it ſhall and 
may be lawful for any ſuch perſon, and his or 
her children, though born in the city, bo- 
rough, townſhip or piace, and his and her ſer- 
vants or apprentices, not having otherwiſe ac» 
quired a legal ſettlement. there ro he removed, 
conveyed and fettled in the city, borough, 
townſhip or place, from whence ſuch certift- 
cate was brought, and the witucfles who 3 

de 
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feſt the execution of the certificate by tho 
overſeers, or one of the ſaid witneſſes, ſhall 
make oath or affir mation, according to law, 
before the juſtices who are to allow the fame, 
that ſuch witneſs or witneſſes did ſee the over- 
ſcers of the poor, whoſe names and ſeals are 
thereunto ſubſcribed and ſet, ſeverally ſign and 
ſeal the ſaid certificate; and that the names of 
ſuch witneſſes arteſting the ſaid certificate are 
of their own proper hand- writing; which ſaid 
Juſtices ſhall alſo certify that ſuch oath or af. 
firmation was made before them; and every 
ſuch certificate ſo allowed, and oath or affirm. 
ation of the execution thereof ſo certified, 
by the ſaid juſtices, ſhall be taken and receiv. 
ed as evidence, without other proof thereof, 
And no perſon ſo coming by certificate into 
the ſaid city, or any borough, rownſhip or 
place, nor an apprentice or ſervant to ſuch 
perſon, ſhall be deemed or adjudged, by any 
act whatſoever, to have gained a legal ſettle- 
ment therein, unleſs fuch perſon ſhall, after 
the date of ſuch certificate, execute ſome pub- 
lic annual office, being legally placed therein, 
in the ſaid city, borough, rownſhip or place, 


| XXI. And be it further enacted by the au. 
No perſon hority aforeſaid, That no perſon whatſoever, 
coming iu. who ſhall comeintoany city, horough, townſhip 
 withore or place, without ſuch certificate as aforeſaid 
certificate (Mariners and other healthy perſons coming 
elf, from Europe as aforeſaid, excepted) ſhall gain 
unleſs, &c. a legal ſettlement therein, unleſs ſuch per- 
{on ſhall give ſecurity, if required, at his or her 
coming into the ſame, for indemnifying and 
diſcharging the ſaid city, borough, townſhip 
or place, to be allowed by any one magiſtrate 

or juſtice of the peace reſpectively. 


XXII. And be it further enafted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid That upon complaint being 
: | made 


a» 


made by the overſeers of the poor of the ſaid Complain: 
city to any one or more of the magiſtrates of —_— 
the ſaid city, or by the oyerſcers of the verſeers of 
poor of any borough, townſhip or place, to ** 4 — 
one or more of the juſtices of the peace of likely to 
the county, wherein ſuch borough, town- Mane 
ſhip or place is ſituate, it ſhall and may be wagiſtrnes 
lawful to and for auy two magiſtrates of the m Ar. 
ſaid city, or any two juſtices of the faid coun- — — 
ty reſpectively, where any perſon or perſons is order, for 
or are likely to become chargeable to the ſaid TP 
city, borough, rownſhip or place, in which 

he, ſhe or they ſhall come to inhabit, by their 
warrant or order directed to the ſaid overſeers, 

to remove and convey ſuch perſon or perfons 

to the city, borough, townſhip, province or 
place, where he. ſhe or they was or were laſt 

legally ſertled, unleſs ſuch perſon or perſons 

ſhall give ſufficient ſecurity ro diſcharge and 
indemnify the ſaid city, borough, townſhip, 

or place, to which he, ſhe or they is or are 

likely to become chargeable as aforeſaid, 


XXIII. Provided always, That if any perſon 
or perſons ſhall think him, her or themſelves 
aggrieved, by any order of removal made by 
any of the ſaid juſtices or magiſtrates, ſuch 
perſon or perſons may appeal to the juſtices 
of the peace, at their next general quarter 


2 
1 


ſeſſions of the peace, for the county from 


whence ſuch poor perſons ſhall be removed, 
and not elſewhere, which ſaid court ſhall de- 
termine the ſame; and if there be any defects 
of form in ſuch order the juſtices in the ſaid 
ſeſſions ſhall cauſe the ſame to be rectified and 
amended, without any coſts to the party; and 


after ſuch amendment, ſhall. proceed to. hear 


the truth and merits of the cauſe; but no 
ſuch order of removal ſhall be proceeded up- 
on, unleſs reaſonable notice be given by the 


* overſcers of the city, borough, townſhip or 


place 
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12 
place appealing, unto the overſeers of the ci. 
ty, borouzh, tounſhip or place, from whic'1 
the removal ſhall be, the reaſonableneſs of 
which rotice ſhall he determined by the juſ- 
tices, at the quarter {{flions to which the app cal 
is made; and if it ſhall appear to them, that 
reaſonable time of notice was not given, then 
they ſhall adjouru tue appeal to the next quar- 
ter ſeſſioas, and there — the ſame. 


| XXIV. And bs it further enatted by the 
Method of 1144hority aforeſaid, That for the more effectu- 
coſe of al prevention of vexatious removals and fri- 
voxatious volous appeals, the juſtices in fefſions, upon 
and I. vol- any appeal concerning the ſetilement of any 
ens appeals. poor perfon, or upon any proof before them 
there to bt made, of notice of any ſuch ap- 

peal to have been given by the proper officer 

to the overſeers of the ſaid city, or of any bo- 

rough, tovmnſhip or place (though they did not 

after wards proſecute ſuch appeal) ſhall at the 

ſame ſeſhons order to the party, in whoſe behalf 

ſuch appeal ſhall be determined, or to whom 

ſuch notice did appear to have been given, 

ſuch coſts and charges, as by the faid juſtices, 

in their diſcretion, ſhall be thought moſt rea- 

ſonahle and juſt, to be paid by the overſeers, 

or any other perſon, againſt whom ſuch ap- 

pea] {ball be determined, or by the perſon 

that did give ſuch notice; and if the perſon 
ordered to pay ſuch colts and charges thall} live 
out of the juriſdiction of faid court, any juſ- 
tice where ſuch perfon ſhall inhabit ſhall, on 
requeſt to him made, and a true copy of the 
order for the payment of fuch coſts and charg- 
es, certified under the hand of the clerk of 
the court, by bis warrant, cauſe the fame to 
be levied by diſtreſs; and if no ſuch diſtreſs 
can be had, ſhall commit ſuch perſon to the 
common goal, there to remain, without bail 
ar 
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or mainprize, until he pays the ſaid coſts and 
charges. And if the ſaid juſtices, on ſuch ap- 


„ 


? 

f pcal, ſhall determine in favor of the appellant, 
fl that ſuch poor perſon was unduly removed, 
1 they ſhall, at the fame quarter felons, order 
t and award to ſuck appelian, ſo much money 
1 as thall appear to the 1aid juſtices to have been 
reaſonably paid by the city, boraugh, towu- 
| ſhip or place, on whoſe behalf ſuch appeal 
. was made, towar.'s the relief of ſuch pour 
, perion, between the time of ſuch andue re- 
l moval, and the determination of ſuch appeal, 
; with the coſts aforcſaid, the ſaid money ſo 
, awarded, and the coſis, to be recovered in 
1 the ſame manner as coſts and charges, award- 
2 ed againſt an appellant, are to be recovered 
, by virtue of this act as aforeſaid. 


XXV. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaic, That if any houſe-keeper Penalty 
or inhabitant of this province ſhall, after the —— 
publication of this act, take into, receive or terraining 
entertain in his or ber houſe or houſes, any Pa '* 
perſon or perſons whatſoever (all mariners legal fene 
coming into this proviace, and every other "*** 
healthy perſon coming from Europe immedi- 
ately into the ſaid province, only excepted) 
not beiag perſuns who have gained a legal ſet- 
tlement in ſome city, borough townſhip or 
place within this province, and ſhall nor give 
notice in writing, Which they are hereby re- 
quired to do, within three days next after the 
taking into or entertaining any perſon or per- 
ſons in his or her houſe, within the ciiy of 
Philadelphia, to the overſcers of the poor of 
the ſaid city, and within ten days next after 
taking into or entertaining any perſon or 
perſons in his or her houſc, in any borough, 
townſhip or place within this province, to the 1 
overſeers of the poor of the borough, rown- 
ſkip 
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ſhip or place where ſuch perſon dwells, ſuch 


inhabitant or houſe-keeper, being thereof le- 
gally convicted, by teſtimony of one credible 
witneſs, on oath. or affirmation, before any 
one magiſtrate of the ſaid city of Philadelphia, 
or before any one juſtice of the peace of the 


county where ſuch perſon dwells, ſhall forfcit 


and pay the fum of twenty ſhillings for every 
offence; the one moiety for the uſc of the poor 
of the ſaid city, borough, townthip or place re- 
ſpectively, and the other moiety to the inform- 
er, to be levied on the goods and chattels of 
the delinquents, in the manner herein after di- 
refed, and for want of ſufficient diſtreſs, rhe 
offender to be committed to the work-houſe of 
the faid city or county, there to remain, with- 
out bail or mainprize, for the ſpace of ren 
days. And moreover, in caſe the perſon or 
perſons ſo entertained or concealed ſhall be- 
come poor, and unable to maintain him or her- 
ſelf, and cannot be removed to the place of 
his or her laſt legal ſettlement in any other 
e if any ſuch he or ſhe hath, or ſhall 
appen to die, and not have wherewithal to 
defray the charges of his or her funeral, then, 
and in ſuch caſe, the houſe-keeper or perfon 
convicted of entertaining or concealing ſuch 
poor perfon, againſt the tenor of this act, ſhall 
be obliged to provide for and maintain ſuch 
poor and indigent perſon or perſons; and in 
caſe of ſuch poor perſon's death ſhall pay the 
overſeers of the poor fo much money, as ſhall 
be expended on the burying of ſuch poor and 
indigent perſon or perfons; and upon refafal 
fo to do, it ſhall be lawful for the overſcers of 
the poor of the ſaid city, borough, townſhip 
or place reſpectively, and they are hereby re- 
quired, to aſſeſs a ſum of money on the perſon 
or perſons ſo convicted, from time to time, by 
6 - 4 
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a weekly aſſeſſment, for maintaining ſuch poot 
and indigent perſon or perſons, or affcis à ſum 
of money for defraying the charges of ſuch 
poor perſon's funeral, as the caſc may be; 
and in caſe the par y convicted ſhall refuſe ro 
pay the ſum of money, ſo aſſeſſcd or charged, 
to the overſeers of the poo:, for the uſes afore« 
1aid, the ſame ſhall be levice on the goods and 
chuitels of the offender, ip the manner herein 
after directed; but if ſuch perſons, ſo con- 
vid ed, have no goods or chartels to ſatisfy 
the money fo aſſeſſed for him or her to pay, 
that then it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
ſaid magiſtrates or juſtices to commit the of- 
, fender io priſon, there to remain, without hail 
or mainprize, until he or ſhe hath paid the 
pi ſame, or until he or ſhe ſhall be diſcharged by 
due order of law. 


XXVI. And be it further enacted by the au- 
1 thority aforeſaid, That if any perton be remov- penalty on 
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if ed by virtue of this act, from one county, city, overſeers 
bn bor.ugh, townſhip or place to another, by at ment 
if warrant or order, under the hands and ſeals removed 
50 of two 1 of the peace, or magiſtrates Y Warrant. 
1 as aforeſaid, the overfecrs of the poor of the 

n || citv, borough, rownthip or place, to which 

h the ſaid perſon ſhall be ſo removed, are here- 

ll by required to receive the ſaid ptrion; and if 

h any ot the ſaid overſe-rs ſhall refuſe or neglect 

in | fo io do, he or they ſo offending, upon proof 

ie thereof by one or more credible wiinefſes. up- 

jj on oath or affirmation, before any one of the 


d | magiſtrates or juſtices of the peace of ihe cir 
al or county where the off-nd-r doth reſide, ſh 
of | forfeir, tor every ſuch offence, the ſum of 
ip five pounds, to the uſe of the poor of 
4 the city, borough, rownſhip or place, from 
on | wich ſoch perſon was removed, to be levied 
by by Giiircts aud lac oi the oltender's goods by 
Þ L warrant, 


f 2 J 
warrant, under the hand and.ſeal of the faid 
Magiſtrate or juſtice of the peace, which he 
is hereby required and impowered io make, 
directed to the conſtable of the city, borough, 
townſhip or place wh-re fuch offender or of- 
fenders dwell, returning the overplus, if any 
be, to the owner or owners, and for want of 
ſufficient diſtreſs, then the offender to be com- 
mitted to the goal of the connty where he 
dwells, there to remain, without bail or main» 
prize, for the ſpace of forty days. 


XXVII. And whereas it often happens, 
that poor perfons, ſomerimes with certificate, 
and ſometimes without, come from the city of 
Philadelphia into ſome town!hip or place with- 
in this province, and from ſome place or 
townthip of this province, into the ſaid city 
of Philadelphia, or into ſome other townſhip 
of this province, and conceal themſelves un- 
e het. til they become ſick or lame, and cannot be re- 
ing from moved, or dic before they can be removed, 
me city of dy reaſon whereof the inhabitants of the city, 
phia, into borough, townſhip or place, where ſuch poor 
any bo- perſon or perſons fell fick or died, are put to 
rough, d charges, without any means to relieve them- 
thence into {elves from the payment of the monies expend- 
the fd ed for the maintenance or burying of ſuch poor 
or die, perſon or perſons, Be it therefore enacted by the 
overſeers te authority aforeſaid, That if any poor perſon 
'w thoſe Or perſons, ſhall come out of the city of Phi- 
where ſuch ladelphia into any borough, townſhip or place, 
had a legal Within this province, or ſhall come out of any 
| fettlement. borough, rownſhip or place within the pro- 
vince into the city of Philadelphia, or any 
other townſhip or place within this province, 
and ſhall, happen to fall fick, or dic, before 
he or ſhe have gained a legal ſettlement in tlie 
city, borough, townſhip or place, to which he 
or ſhe ſhall come, ſo that ſuch perſon 2 
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E 
ſons cannot be removed, the overſeers of the 
poor of the city, horough, townfhip or place, 
into which ſuch perſon or perſons is or are 
come or one of them, ſhall, as ſoon as con- 
venic11..y may be, give notice to the overſcers 
] of the poor of the city, borough, townſhip 
or place where ſuch perſon or perſons had 
laſt gained a legal ſettlement, or to one of 


; them, of the name, circumſtances and condi- 

tion of ſuch perſon or perſons; and if the 
; overſeers of the poor, to whom ſuch notice 
, ſhall be given, ſhall negle& or refufe to pay Mode of 
f the monies expended for the uſe of ſuch poor . 
perſon or perſons and to take order for reliey- refuſe to 
r ing and maintaining ſuch poor perſon or per- e a 
y ſons, or in caſe of his, her or their death, es. 
p before notice can be given as aforeſaid, ſhall, 


Jon requeſt being made, negle& or refuſe to 
„pay the monies expended in maintaining and 
i, I burying ſuch poor perſon or perſons, then, 
„ and in every ſuch caſe, it ſhail be lawful for 
xr || any two juſtices of the peace of the city 
o or county where ſuch poor perſon or pe: fons 
n- I werc laſt legally ſettled, and they are hereby 
d-. authoriſed and required upon complaint made 
Ir to them, tv cauſe all ſuch ſums of money, as 
be I were neceſſarily expended for the maintenance 
n of ſuch poor perſon or perſons, during the 
i- | whole time of his, her or their fickneſs, and 
e, in caſe he, ſhe or they die, for his, her or 
ny | their burial, by warrant under their hands and 
o- ſcals, to be directed to ſome conſtable of the 
oy | city or county reſpectively, to be levied by 
Ce, I diſtreſs and ſale of the goods and chattels of 
re the ſaid overſeer or overſeers of the poor fo 
he I negletting or refuſing, to be paid to the over- 
he I ſeer or overſeers of the city, borough, town- 
er- ſhip or place, where ſuch poor perſon or per- 
20s I ſors happened to be ſick, or to die as afore- 
f | faid, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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faid. and the overplus of the monies ariſiag: 
by ſa f ſuch goods, remaining in the con. 
ſta Ic's hands, after the ſum of money order- 
ed o paid, together with the coſts of dit. 
treſs. are {.tisfied, ſha't be reſtored to the 
owner or owners of the faid goods. 


Overſeers XX VII. Provided always, That if any of the. 
aggrieved ſaid overicers, ſhall think hin or themfclves ag- 
real grieved by any ſentence of ſuch juſtices, or 
by their refuſil to make any order, as is afore- 
ſaid, he or thry may appeal to the juſtices of 
the peace, at their next court of quarter ſeſ- 
ſions for the county where ſuch juſtices reſide, 
and not elſewhere; who are hereby authoriſ- 
ed and required to hear, and finally to deter- 
mine the ſame. 


XXIX. And be urther enacted by the au- 

Father and thority aforeſaid, I hat the father and grand 
2 . father, and the mother and grand mother, and 
— the children of every poor, old, blind, lame 
ny ber- and impotent perſun, or other poor perſon, 
of af ien DOT able to work, heing of ſufficient ability, 
abili.y, to ſhall at their own charges relieve and maintain 
— every ſuch poor perſon, as the magiſtrates or 
the juſtices of the peace, at their next general 

quarter ſeſſions for the city or county where 

ſuch poor perſons reſide, {ball order and direct 

on pain of forfeiting forty ſhillings for every 


month they ſhall fail therein. 


XXX. And whereas it ſometimes happens 
Mode of that men {+ parate themſclves, without reaſon- 
wetter " able cauſe, from cheir wives, and deſert their 
in caſe fa- children; and women a'fo deſert their children, 
ther or mo- 
ther geſert [caving them a charge upon the ſaid city, or 
their chil- upon ſome borough, townſhip or place afore- 


w_ alrhough ſuch perſons may have eſtates, 


Icave them 
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chargeable. which ſhouid contribute to the maintenance of 
ſuch wives or children, Be it therefore enact. | 


ed by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and 


may 
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may be lawful for the overſcers of the poor 
of che ſaid city, having firſt obtained a war- 
rant vr order from two magiſtrates of the 1aid 
city; or for the overſe rs of any borongh, 
townſhip or place, where ſuch wife or chikir-n 
ſhall be ſo left, or where ſuch wife or chiliren 
ſhiil be ſo negle&ed, having firſt obtained a 
warravt or order of any two juſtices of the 
peace of the county, to take and ſeize fo much 
of ihe goods and charrels, and receive fi much 
of the annual rents and profits of the lands 
and 'enements of ſuch huſband, father or mo- 
ther, as ſuch two magiſtrates or juſtices ſhall 
order and direct, for providing for fuch wile, 
and for maintaining and bring ing up fuch child 
or children; winch warrant or order being 
c-nfirmed at the next quarter ſeſſion for the 
city or county reſpe&ively, it ſhall and may be 
lau ful for the j ſices there to make an order 
for the ovcrſcers ig diſpoſe of ſuch goods and 
chattels, by fale or otherwiſe, or ſo much of 
them, for the purpoſes aforcſiid, as the court 
{hall think fit, and to reccive the rents and 
profits or ſo much of them as ſhall be order- 
ed by the ſaid ſeſſions, of his or her lands and 
tenements, for the purpoſcs aforeſaid; and if 
no eſtate, real or p*r{ona!. of fuch huſband, 
father or mother, can be found, wherewich 
proviſion may be made as aforeſaid, it ſhall 
and may he lawful to and for the ſaid juſtices, 
in thcir court of quarter ſeſhons for the city 
or county reſpectively, to order the payment 
of ſuch ſums as they ſhall thiok reaſonable, for 
the maintenance of any wife or children ſo 
neglected, and commit ſuch huſband, father 
or mother to the common goal, there co re- 
main, until he or ſhe comply with the ſaid or- 
der, give ſecurity for the performance thrre- 


of, or be otherwiſe diſcharged by tue ſaid juſ- 


tices; 
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tices; and on complaint made to any magiſ. 
trate of the city of Philadelphia, or to any 
juſtice of the peace in any county, of any wife 
or children be ing ſo neglected, ſuch magiſtrate 
or juſlice ſhall take fecurity from the huſband, 
father or mother, neglecting as afor-faid. for 
his or her appearance at the next gener al quar- 


ter ſeſſions, there to abide the determination 
of the ſaid court, and for want of ſecurity, to 


commit ſuch perſons. 


XXXI. And be it further enacted by the au- 


Mode of thority afoxeſaid,” I hat the ſeveral fincs, for- 


recovering 


fincs, &c. 


feitures and penalties, fum and ſums of money, 
impoſed or directed to be paid by this act, and 
not herein otherwiſe directed to be recovered, 
the fame, and every of them, fhall be levied 
and recovered by diſtreſs and ſale of the goods 
and chattels of the d. liaquent or offender, by 
warrant under the hauds and ſcals of one or 
more of the atdermen of the city of Philadel- 
phia, for the faid city, and under the hand 
and feal of any one juſtice of the county, where 
the delinquent or offender dwells, or is to be 
found; and after ſatisfaction made of the re- 
ſpective forfeitures, fines, penaltics and ſums 
of money, directed to be levied by fuch war- 
rant as aforeſaid, together with fuch legal 
churges as ſhall become due on the recovery 
thercof, the overplus. if any, to be returned 
to the owner or owners of ſuch goods and 
chattels. his or her executors or adminiſtrators. 


Perſons XXXII. Provided always, That if any per- 


agoricved 


may appeal. 


ſon or perſcns ſhall find him or themſelves ag- 
grieved with any judgment of the juſtices, giv- 
en out of their ſeſſions, in purſuance of this 
act, fuch perſon or perſons may appeal to the 
next general quarter ſ{-ſhons of the peace, for 
the county or city where ſentence was given 
(except in caſes of removals, and caſes of poor 

perſons 
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becoming chargeable in one place, 
who are legally ſeitled in another, as is others 
wiſe provided for by this act) whoſe deciſion, 
in all ſuch caſes, ſhal! be concluſive. | 


XXXIII. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That if any action (hall be Overſeers, 
brought againit any overſeer, or other perſon, 1 
who in his aid, and by his command, ſhall done by the 
do any thing concerning his office, he may Hesse 
plead he general iſſue, and give this act, and may plead 
any ſocial matter in evidence; and if the u gracrat 
plantiff ſhall fail in his action, diſcontinue the 
fame, or become non-ſuit, he ſhail pay dou- 
ble coſts. 


XXXIV. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That an act of the general Former 
aſſembly of this province, entitled, An act ws relate 
for the relief of the poor; and another act, en- pour re 
ticled, An att for ſupplying ſome defetts im vealed. 
the law for the relief of the poor; and ano- 
ther act, entitled, A ſupplement to the ſeve- 
ral actt of aſſembly of this province for the re- 
lief of the poor; and another act entitled, 

An at for amending the laws relating 19 the 
poor; be and are hereby repealed, annuiled, 
and made void. | 


XXXV. Provided always, and be it furs 
ther enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That Nothing in 
nothing in this act contained ſhall be deemed this at w | 
or conſtrued to extend to abridge, alter or 1 
change the powers and duties of the preſent the over- 
reſpective overſeers of the poor in any city, — 
borough, towuſhip, or place, within this pro- March 
vince; but that they, the ſaid overſcers of * 
the poor, ſhall continue to hold, exerciſe, do 
and perform the reſpective duties to their of- 
fices belonging, until the twenty- fifth day of 
March next, as fully and amply, to all intents 
and purpoles, as if this act had not been made, 
» . any 
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any thing herein contained to the contrary not- 
withitanding. +] 


Part oo XXXVI. And be it further enacted, That 
the -* of ſo much of che a& of aſſembly, paſſed in the 
e ſixth year of his preſent majeſty's reign, enti- 
repealed. tled, An act for the better employment, relief 
ani ſupport of the poor, within the city of 
Þhilad-Iphia. the diſtrict of Southwark, the 
townſhips of Moyamenſing and Paſſyunk, and 
the Northern Liveries, as relates to the a 
pg the moi ies, which ſhall} be raiſed in 
tlic ſaid city. diſtrict and townſhips, for the 
maiitcnance, ſupport and employment of their 
reſpective poor, or is otherwiſe hereby altered 
or ſupplied, ſhall be and is hereby declared to 
be repealed, null and void. 


| XXXVIL And be it further enacted by the 
Limitation, authority aforeſaid, That this act {hall conti- 
nue in force for the ſpace of five years, and | 
from thence to the cud of the next ſitting of 
aſſembly, and no longer. 


LV. B. This act, by its own limitation, expired five 
years after it was paſſed, but was revived by an act, c 
entitled, An ad to revive and put in force the ad of gene- a 
ra! ufſembly of the province of Pennſyluania, entitled, b 
An af for the relief of the poor, and for other purpoſes r 
therein mentioned, and made perpetual by the tenth F 
ſection of an act paſſed the twenty fitth of March, 1782. 
State laws, volume I. page 20. | tl 


0 

An act for the better relief of the poor of the iſ Þ 
city of Philadelphia, the diſtrict of South. d 
wark, and the townſhips of Moya menſing, ſy 
Paſſyunk and the Northern Liberties, in the pi 
county of Philadelphia. t 
[Paſſed the ſecond of April, 1779. State laws, volume I, 
page 196. Repealed by act paſſed the twenty. fifth of be 
March, 1782, ſection 11.] ; tr 
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A ſupplement to an act, entitled, * An act fat 
| the relief of the poor.” 


[Paſſed the twenty-ſeventh of November, 1779. State 
laws, volume I. page 257. Repealed by the ele- 
venth ſection of the act paſſed the twenty-fifth of 

March, 1782, there ralled, ** An ad for the relief of 
the poor,” inſtead of. A ſupplement to an all, c. 


_ N 


An act to amend an act. entitled, An act for. 
the better employment of the poor of the city 
/ Philadelphia, the diftri of Southwark, 
the townſhips of Moyamenfing, Paſſyunk. 
an the Northern Liberties,” and toreviveand 
. perpetuate an ad, entitled, An act for the 
relief of the poor, and for repealing two 
other act herein mentioned.” 


[Paſſed the twenty-fifth of March, 1782. State laws, 
volume II. page 17, &c.] 


Section I. HEREAS the poor within 

| the city of Philadelphia, the 
diſtrict of Soutbwark, and townſhips of Moy- 
amenſing, and the Northern Liberties, have 
become very burthenſome, and expenſive to 
the inhabirams. and the expenſe thereof is 
like to increalez And whereas, for remedy 
thereof, by employing the ſaid poor, an act 
of aſſembly was paſſed on the eighth day of 
February, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſixty- ſix, in the late province of Penu- 
ſylvania, entitled, . An act for the better em- 
ployment of the poor of the city of Philadelphia, 
the diſtri of Southwark, the townſhips of 
Moyamenſing, Paſſyunk and the Northern Li- 
berties,“ whereby all perſons, who ſhould con- 
tribute the ſum of ten pounds or more, were 
incorporated by ch - pam Contributors 2 


19 } 
the relief and employment of the goon in thy. 
city of Philadelphia, and ſuch of the ſaid con- 

- tributors as ſhould think fir. were enabled to 
meet on the ſecond Monday in the month of 
May, then next following. an. on the ſecond 
Monday in the month of May, yearly, forcver, 
at ſome. convenient place in the faid city, and 
rhen and there to chooſe twelve perſons of their 
own number to be managers of the faid contri- 
butions, and of the buildings to be ercted for 
the reception, employment and relief of the 
poor of the ſaid city, 1 a aud rowyliips, | in 
purſuance of tiy* as Wok 


Sect. II. And whereas by the deceaſe of 

many of the contribytors, and the legal diſa- 

bility of others of the ſaid contributors who 

yet ſurvive, the chooſing of the managers, 

and rhe burthen of ſcrving in that office, has 

devolved upon a ſmi!l number of perſons and 

it is now become difficult ro procure a ſuccęſ- 

ſion of manage rs to ſuperintend the alms -houſe 

and the houfe of employment in the ſaid city, 

and to provide for, employ and relieve the 

poor aforeſaid, out 'of the faid ſurviving con- 
tributors, who are qualified to ele& or to be 

elected as aforeſaid. For remedy whereof, Be 

it enadted by the repreſentatives of the freemen 

f the commonwealth of Pennſylvania, in gene- 

ral aſſembly met, and by the authority of the 

go Corpora- ſame, That in caſe the contributors aforeſaid 
tributors hall not meet on the tecond Monday i in My 

negl-cting next, or in an ſuceeeding year, in the ſaid 
— wg ang City, and choof: twelve managers as aforeſnid, 

chooſs 12 or if the ſaid contributors (hall meer on the ſec. 
overlers cond Monday in May next, or in any future 


overſecrs 
to be in- year, and having made ſuch chojee of mana- 


— gers as aforeſaid, the perfons then and there 


es, &c. choſen, or a majority of them, ſhall not meet 
ei on the third Monday of the ſame 


month 


| 1 * 2 
month, ju rhe ſaid city, as by the faif act 


they were directed and enjoined, then, and in 
ſuc}; caf:, and upon ſuch neglect, whether in 
the mon of May next, er in the month of 
May a day future year, the overfeers of the 
poor of the ſaid city of Philadelphia, diſtrict 
of Southwark, and rownfhips of Moyamen- 
ling and the Northern Liberties, for the time 
being, ſhall become inveſted with all and fin- 
gular the powers, authorities, rights, claims; 
demands. intereſt and eſtate, real, perſonal 
and mixed; which then ſhall be of the faid 


* . 


corporation, in as ample a manner, and for 
f the ſame uſes and purpoſes, as the ſame are or 
N wore inveſted in, or ought to be exerciſed, 
| poſſeſſed or enjoyed by, the ſaid corporation.“ 
i Scck. III. And be it further enacted by the au. 
| therity aforeſaid, That the ſaid overſeers of the lncorpo- 
| poor, for the time being, whenever the ſuc- 
. ceſſion of the faid managers ſhall fail as afore- 
5 ſaid, ſhall become a body politic and corporate 
e id law, for the parpoſe of ſuperintending the 


ko houſe of employment, and the other purpyſes, 

e for which the ſaid managers were appoitit- 

5 ed and conſtituted as aforeſaid, by the name 5 
* of The guardians of the poor th the tity of Name of 
„ Philadeiphia, with all the powers and fa- w— 


1 culties of a body politic and corporate; and 
d the ſaid guardians of the poor in the city of 


y Philadelphia may hold real eſtates, not exceed; 
id ing the yearly value of two thouſand pounds, 
d, and may take and receive any grant, gift, be. 
IJ queſt, or alienation ot goods and chitiels whats 
re ſoever. >. | ; | 
a- . | | 15 1 | 
re | Is | 
et „ee * here ſtated, having happened, an act was 
„e d u dn ern Merch, 2:89, wo regulate; b 


& things, the collection of the poor tax, Vide poltea. 
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Sed. IV. And be it further enacted by the 
To appoint it authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid eventual core 
fix of 

. „en poration of the guardians of the poor in he 
foperia- city of Philadelphia, ſhall, half yearly, appoint 
tend the ſix of their number to ſuperinte nd the alma 

' houſe and houſe of employment, to. exerciſe 

and perform all the authorities of the preſent 

managers of the ſaid inſtitution, and the ſaid 

fix overſcers, ſhall, during their continuation 

as managers as aforcſaid, be exempted from 

all other duties of the faid office of overſcers, 

and the whole duties thereof ſhall be perform- 


ed by the reſt of the ſaid overſcers. 


Set. V. And be it further enacted by the 

Overſeers authority aforeſaid, That trom and after the 
— my of this act, any overſcer of the poor 
exceeding of the ſaid city, diſtrict and townſhips, may, 
£3- with the conſent of any one juſtice of the 
peace, afford relief to the ſudden neceſſity 

of any poor perſon, not exceeding the value 


of three pounds within three months. 


Set. VI. And be it further enacted by the 
One balf authority aforeſaid, That one half of the over- 


— ſeers of the poor, who ſhall be nominated and 
continue in ſhall take upon themſelves the duties of the 
—_— # ſaid office within the ſaid city, diſtrict and 


er than 


months and townſhips, on the twenty-fitth day of March 
ſucceſſors next, or afterwards, as immediate ſucceſſors 


to be 


ned of the preſent overſeers of the poor of the 
vary. ſaid city, diſtrit and rownſhips, Gall not con- 
tinue in office longer than ſix calendar months, 
and the other half of the ſaid overſeers ſhall | 
continye in office, until the twenty- fifth da 

of March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighiy- three, and that on the twenty-fifth day 
of September next, or within ten days after, 
the juſticcs of the peace of the city and county 


of R or any three or More of 2 


* 


call meer at the county court. houſe in 15 
ſaid city, and then and there appoint and con- 
ſtitute ſucceſſors to ſerve for one year, in the 
ſtead of rhoſe who {hall be appointed as afore- 
faid, for fix months; and ſo every tweuty- fifth 
day of March, and every twentyeflith Gay of 
Sentember, yearly, for and during the conti- 
nuance of the act. entitled, An act for the. re- 
lief of the paor, whe laid juttices ſhall mert at 
the ſaid court-houſ-. and thal! then and there 
appoint and conſtitute one half of the ſaid 
overſcers half yearly, in order that there may 
be always ſome experienced perſons in office, 

And if -any perſon who ſhall be appointed an 
overſrer of the poor. in purſuance of this act, 

ſhall retuſe or neglect to ferve in the (aid af: 

fice, he ſhall be fined in like ſum, and the ſaid 
fine (hail be levied in like manner, and go to 
the ſame uſes, as it ſuch perſon had been ap- 
pointed an the twenr»-fifth day of March, and 
had refuſcd or neglected to ſerve thereupon. 


Sect. VII. And whereas divers diſorderly Preamble.” 
perſons by their own lewdn:{s, drunkenveſs 
or other evil praRizes, have fallen lick, and 
become chargeable to the ſaid city, diſtri 
and townſhips, an] have becu unwilling or 
unable to reimburſe the expenſes, which have 
been incurred in order to their cure aud re- 
eovery; and it mav br ſme reſief to the in- 
habitants of rhe ſaid city, diſtrict and rown- 
ſhips. who have been put to great charge by 
ſuch diſorderly perſons, and may deter ſuch 
diſorderly perſons from returning to their 
former evil practices, if ſuch diſorderly per- 
ſons were hercafter obliged to wake compen- 
ſation by ſervitude. 


Sea. VIII. Be it therefore enadted by the au- 
thority eforeſaid, That irom and aftcr the — | 
8 
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. except, &c. 
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overſeer ſng of this act, the overſoere of the po of 
3 he faid city, diſtrict and rownthips, or ans 
on of two two Of them, wit in the. approbation and con: 
jutuceemay currence of any two juſtices of the peace of 
* the city an county of Philadelphia, ſhall, and 
perions Kc. thy are hereby authorized to bind out, by 
indemure or deed- poll, any ſuch diforderly 
erfons to any maſter or miſtreſs and his and 
her affigns, who will advance and pay ſuch 
conſideration for ſuch fervice as the taid ovire 
{eers ſhalt think fit to accept for the ſamez 
Hrovided atways, That no married man or 
woman nor any perſon of the age of forty 
years and upwards ſhall be liable ro be bound 
by indenture or deed-poll as aforefaid, aud 
that no ſuch binding ſhalt} be for a longer ier 
thin will be ſufficient to reimburſe the over. 
ſeers atoreſaid the exdenſes incurred in behalf, 
aod on account of ſuch perſ.n. and fo as the 
ſame do not exceed in the whole the pace; of 
three years. 


£ dect. IX. And whereas the act, ehtitled, 

Preamble. An att for the relief of the poor, paſſed the 
vinth day of March, in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundted and feventy-one, hath been 
found by cuperiende to be of great public th. 
my. 


dect. X. Be it further enacted by 2 


"AR paſt in thority aforeſaid, That the ſaid act and every 


1571. made Article, clauſe, matter and thing therein con: 
peipereal, trained, is hereby revived, re- enacted and 
made perpetual, except the clauſe limicing 
the continuance thereot, and ſuch ocher parts 
thereof as arc hereby altered, amended and 
ſupplied, or relate to the mayor, recorder 
and aidermen of the city of Philadelphia, 
Whoſe authority, Juriſdigion and Pavers * 
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ed by che faid a&,* ſhall be exerciſed by the. 
ju tices of the peace of the faid city, or any 
three of them, agr<cably to the directiuus of 
the act, paſſed the fourteenth day of March, 
in th: year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-leven. 


Sect. XI. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That an act, entitled, Former 
An act for the beter relief of th: poor of the 7 
city of Philadelphia, the diſtrid of Southecark © 

and the townſhips of Moyumenſing, Paſſyunk 

and the Northern Liverties, in the county of 
Philadelphia, paſſed tlie ſecond day of Aprii, in 

the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſe- 
yenty-nine, and alſo an act, entitled, An act 


for the relief of the poor, paſſed the rwenty-ſe- 


venth day of November; in the year one thous 
ſand ſcvcu hundred and {-venty-nine, are here- 
by repealed and made void. 


- Se. XII. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That fo much of the act, part of w 
emitled, An act for the better employment of former a 
the poor of the city of Philadelobia, the diſgrict e. 
of Southwark, the 19w1ifhids f Mayamenſing, 
Paſſyun and Northern Liberties, paſſed the 

eighth day of February, in the year one thou- 

ſand ſeven hundred and fixty-fix, as incorpories 

the townſhip of Paſſyunk with the city of Phila- 

delphia, the diſtri of Southwarit, and tae 
rownſ{hips of Moyamenſng and Northern Li- 

bertics is hereby repcalòꝭd and made void. 


* But ſee the act for incorporating the city of Philadelphia. 
paſſed the el:venth of March, 1799, by the tenth and four:centh, 
ſ&&:ions of which the recorder and aldermen of the city are veſted- 
with all the powers and juriſdictions of juſtices of the peace, By 

twentieth ſection of the ſame act the mayor's court are em- 
2 to do all ſuch matters and things, within the ſaid city, as any 
court of general quarter ſefſions of 4he peace. oer and terminerg 

ol deliv-ry, of and for any county within the commonwealth 
10 b. can do, within any ſuch county. 
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An oft ſor the more effeual collection of the 
poor tax in the city of Philadelphia, the 

diſtrict of Southwark, and the townſhips of 
Moyamen/mg and the Northern Liberties, 
and in provide, in a more convenient and 
falutary manner, for the confinement of diſs. 
orderly perſons found and apprehended in the 
faid city, diſtrict and townſhips. 

[Paſſed the twenty ſeventh of March, 1789. State 
laws, volume II. page 685, &c.] 


Sect. I. 1 by the eventual 

, . opcration of an act, entitled, 
An act lo amend an act, entitled, An act for 
the better employment of the poor of the city of 
Philadelphia, the diſirict of Southwark, the 
to conſbips of Moyamenfing, Paſſyunk and the 
Northern Liberties, and to revive and perpetu- 
ate an act, entitled An act for the relief of the 
poor, and for repealing two other acts, herein 
mentioned.“ the overſcers of the poor of the 
city of Philadelphia, diſtri of Southwark, 
and townſhips of Moyamenſing and of the 
Northern Liberties. by the corporate ſtyle 
and nume of“ The Guardians of the poor in 
the city of Philadelphia,“ have become inveſt- 
ed with all and ſingular the powers. authorities, 
rights, claims, demands, intereſt and eſtate, 
real, perſonal and mixed, which were of a 
certain corporation, heretofore known by the 
name of, The contributors to the relief and 
employment of the poor in the city of Philadel- 
phia: And whereas, the ſaid guardians of 
the poor in the city of Philadelphia are, by 
the ſaid recited act, required and directed, 
half-yearly, to appoint ſix of their members 
to ſuperintend the alms-houſe and houſe of 
employment, and to exerciſe and perform all 
the authorities of the former managers of the 
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ſaid inſtitution: And it is further therein decld- 
red, that the ſaid fix perſons ſo appointed hall, 
during their contituance as managers afore- 
ſaid, be exempted from all other duties of 
the offices of overſeer of the poor, and that 
the whole duties thereof ſhall he performed by 
the reſt of the overſcers: And whereas it hath 
been repreſented, that in conſequence of the 
additional duties thus impoſed upon the ſaid 
overſcers of the poor, the buſineſs of their 
appointment hath been rendered burthenſome 
and oppreſlive, and the collection of the poor 
tax hath become difficult, precarious and in- 
efficient: And whereas it is expedient and 
reaſonable, that an adequate remedy ſhould be 
provided for the evil complained of: Therefore 


Sect. II. Be it enadted, and it is hereby en- 
afted by the repreſentatives of the freemen of - 
the commonwealth of Pennſylvania, in General 
Aſſembly met, and by the authority of the ſame, The guar- 
That it ſhall and may be lawful for the faid das- 
guardians of the poor in the city of Philadel- rized to ap- 
phia, from time to time, to nominate, appoint, Pant col 
employ and pay, one or more fit perſon or per- the poor tax 
ſons, to be colle&or or collectors of the poor 
tax and taxes aſſeſſed or impoſed, or hereafter 
to be aſſeſſed or impoſed, upon the inhabitants 
of the ſaid city of Philadelphia, the diſtrict of 
Southwark, and the townſhips of Moyamen- 
ſing and the Northern Liberties, for the uſe 
and benefit of the poor thereof; which ſaid 
collector or collectors, ſo to be nominated, 
appointed and employed, ſhall, with at leaſt 
one ſurety, to be with him or them joined, 
ſevetally and reſpectively make and execute a 
bond or bonds unto the ſaid guardians of the 
poor, in a ſum equal to double the amount of 
his or their duplicates, with a condition or 
conditions 
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conditions thereunto ſeverally annexed and un- 
der written, for the true and faithful perform- 
auce of all and fingular the duties and ſervices, 


which ſh-]] or may lawfully be impoſed upon 


and required from ſuch collector or collectors, 
reſpectively. 


Limitation Provided neverthele os, That the compenſa- 
of th:ir al tion to be received by ſuch collector or collec- 
owance. | 
tors ſhall not exceed five pounds per centum 
on the ſums by them reſpectively received. 


Sect. III. And be it enacted by the authority 
Powers and aforeſaid, That the collector or collectors, 
_—_ to be appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall and may, 
tors. from time to time, levy and raiſe, from 
and upon all and every the ſaid inhabitants of 
the ſaid city of Philadelpbia, the diſtri& of 
Southwark, the townſhips of Moyamenſing 
and the Northern Liberties, and of and from 
their reſpective eſtates, chattels and effects, all 
ſuch ſum and ſums of money, as ſhall be law- 
fully aſſeſſed and impoſcd upon the ſaid inha- 
bitanrs, reſpectively, or their reſpective eſtates, 
chattels and effects, for the uſe and benefit of 
the poor as afort ſaid, in like manner, and with 
like powers, juriſdiction and authority, as they, 
the ſaid overſeers of the poor of the city of 
Philadelphia, heretofore might or could do, 
and ſubject to all and ſingular the rules, regu- 
lations, proceedings, appeals, penalties and 
forteitures, to which the ſaid overſeers of the 
poor were by any law or laws heretofore ſub- 
ject, in the buſineſs of levying and raiſing the 

ſaid poor tax and taxes in manner aforeſaid. 


Scct. IV. And be it further enacted by the 
of the aÞ- authority aforeſaid, That the faid guardians of 
— re and the Poor in the city of Philadelphia ſhall no- 
dutice of min ate and appoint one of their board to act 


r. as trcaſurer, under the like form and N 
wi 
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with the treaſurer to the houſe of employment, 


to whom the colſector or coll: ctors ſhall pay 


over. once in every week, render an account 
of and concerning all ſuch ſums of money as 
they ſhall have reſpectively received for or on 
account of the ſaid poor tax or taxes; and the 
faid treaſurer ſhall give a receipt or receipts ta 
the ſaid collector or collectors for the ſum or 
ſums of money, which he or they ſhall from 
time to time bring in and pay unto him as 
aforeſaid; which ſaid receipt or receipts ſhall 
be a good and ſufficient diſcharge unto the 
ſaid collector or collectors. for ſo much money 
as may be therein reſpectively acknowledged 
and expreſſed to have been received by the 
ſaid treaſurer, 


Sect. V. And whereas, It hath been further 
repreſented, that the commitment of diſor- 
derly perſons found in the city of Philadelphia, 
the diſtrict of Southwark, the townſhips of 
Moyamenſing and the Northern Liberties, to 
the alms-houſe or houſe of employment, is in- 
convenient, improper and pernicious, inaſmuch 
as the ſaid alms-houſe or houſe of employment 
is calculated for the accommodation of the poor 
and infirm, and not for the reformation of the 
idle and profligate, and the intermixture of 
perſons who are ſent thither as ſubjects of pu- 
niſhment, with thoſe who are admitted as ob- 
jets of charity, may be the means of extend- 
ing that depravity of morals and manners, 
which is ever fatal to the weil being of ſocicty 
and the peace and order of goveriment: And 
whereas, the laws of this commonwealt!: have 
provided for the eſtabliſhment of a fuitable 
work- houſe in the county of Philadelphia. for 
the confinement of diſorderly perſons ot the 
ſaid county, other than thoſe found in the ſaid 


city of Philadelphia, the diſtrict of Southwark 
the 


| 
| 
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the towrſhips of Moyumenſing and the North- 
er Liberties; and it is not only expedient, 
but alſo juſt that the maintenance and charge 
of diſorderly perſons found in the ſaid laſt men- 
tioned places ſhould likewife be borne and de- 
frayed by the ſaid county of Philadelphia; and 
that the ſaid work-houſe ſhould be employed 
as the common recepracle of all the vagabonds . 
and diforderly perſons found in the ſaid county 
and therein duly apprehended and committed; 
: Therefore, Be it enacted by the authority afore- 
— ſaid, That all and every diſorderly perſon and 
Prch ended perſons found and apprehended in the ſaid city 
in te ty, of Philadelphia, the diſtrict of Southwark, 
Moyamen- the rownſhips of Moyamenſing and the North- 
duns dend ern Liberties, ſhall and may be, from time to 
er. Liber- time, lawfully committed to the ſaid work- 
tics, to ne houſe“ of the county of Philadelphia, by:the 
to the ike authority, and. ſhall be there kept. and 
workhouſe. maintained in the ſame manner, and the charge 
and expenſe thereof ſhall be borne and defray. 
ed by the ſame means, as are allowed, declared 
and provided. in the caſe of diſorderly per- 
ſons found and apprehended in any other place 


within the ſaid county of Philadelphia. 


Scct. VI. And be it further enacted by the 
Diſorderly authority aforeſaid, That from and after the 
periors bot paſſing of this act, it ſhall not be lawful to com- 


Joc mit any diſorderly perſon or perſons whatſo- 
the houſe of ever unto the ſaid houſe of employment. And 
ment. All ſuch diſorderly perſon or perſons, as have 
beer at any time here: ofore committed to the 
ſaid houſe of emyloymcnt, and are now therein 


kept 


By the eleventh ſection of an act paſſed the fifth of April, 
I790, (State laws, volume Il. page 805-6,) the mayor, or an 
alderman of the city, and any juſtice of the county of Philad 
phia, may commit any vagrant, or idle and diſorderly. perſon 
(being thereof legally convicted before him, as by law is directed) 
to the goa! of Philadelphia, to be kept at hard labor, for any term 
not exceeding one month. See alſo antea pages 54-55-56. 
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kept and maintained, ſhall and they are hereby 
ordered and directed, as ſoon as conveniently 
may be, to be delivered by the ſaid guardians 
of the poor unt the keeper of the ſaid work- 
houſe of the county of Philadelphia to be by 
7 there kept and maintained in manner afore- 

id. 

Sect. VII. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, L hat ſo much and no more x 


of any law or laws of this commonwealth, as dlauie. 


is by this act altered and ſupplied, ſhall be, 
and the ſame is hereby, repealed, annulled, 
and made abſolutely void. 


* 9 


An at to ſeparate the townſhip of Moyamenſing, 
in the county of Philadelphia, from the city 
of Philadelphia, the diſtrict of Southwark 
and the townſhip of the Northern Liberties, in 

. the ſaid county, for the ſupport and mainte- 
nance of their poor in common. 


[Paſſed April the ninth. 1791. State laws, volume 
III. page 61-62. ] 


HEREAS it hath been repreſented by 

the frecholders and inhabitants of the 

townſhip of Moyamenſing, in the county of 
Philadelphia, that they are ſubjected to very 
heavy taxes, for the ſupport of the poor in 
common, with the city of Philadelphia, the 
diſtrict of Southwark, and townſhip of the 
Northern Liberties, by reaſon of the number 
of paupers coming to the city of Philadelphia 
by land and water, and thereby gaining a reſi- 
dence therein, far more than they in juſtice 
ought to pay, and praying they may be ſepa- 
rated therefrom, and authorized to ma 
eir 


L %%% 
their own poor within their townſhip: And 


whereas their requeſt appears io be juſt and 
reaſonable. 


Sect. I. Be it enacted by the Senate and Houſe 
of Repreſentatives of the commonwealth of 
Pennſylvania, in general aſſembly met, and it 

Repeal of fo is hereby enadted by the authority of the ſame, 
much of an "Chat ſo much of the act, entitled, An act for 
— the better employment of the poor of the city 
Mcyamen- of Philadelphia, the diſtrift of Southwark, 
rg Nr the rownthips of Moyamenſing, Paſſyunk and 
Philadel- Northern Liberties,” paſſed the eighth day of 
Niese gg February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fyunk & the fixty-ſix, as incorporates the townſhip of Moy- 
Lade, amenſing with the city of Philadelphia, rhe 
diſtrict of Southwark, and the townſhips of 
Paſſyunk and Northern Liberties, is hereby 
repealed and made null and void; Provided 
Proviſo as @/ways, that nothing in this act contained ſhall 
| to 22 be ſo conſtrued, as to prevent the recovery of 
aﬀeſſed, the poor tax afſ-fled for the preſent year, or 
the arrears of any tax or taxes, which have 
been aſſeſſed by the exiſting laws of this com- 
monwralth on ihe ſaid townſhip of Moyamen- 
ſing, but that the ſame ſhall and may be col- 
lected and received under the ſame laws, in ag 
and ample a manner, as if the preſent act 
had never been paſſe!; and that the taxes and 

arrears of raxes, when received, ſhall be a 
propriated under the act aforeſaid, paſſed Fes 
bruary the eighth, one thouſand feven hun- 


dred and ſixty- ſix. 


An 


E 


An act to authorize the admiſſion of certain 
perſons as witneſſes, in caſes reſpecting the 
ſettlement of paupers. 


{Paſſed April the third, 1794. State laws, volume III. 
page 474+] 


HEREAS it appears, that great in» 
conveniencies ariſe from the non-ad- 
miſſion of the teſtimony, in caſes reſpectiug the 
ſettlement of paupers, of perſons inhabiting, 
either of the townſhips concerned, in as much 
as it frequently excludes the beſt poſſible light 
and evidence the nature of the caſe admits; for 
remedy whereof. 


Sect. I. Be it enacted by the Senate and Houſe 
F Repreſentatives of the commonwealth of Penn- 
N in general aſſembly met, and it is 

ereby enacted by the authority of the ſame, Inhabitants 
That the juſtices of the peace, and the judges & 7 
of the ſeveral courts, within this commonwealth cerned may 
are hereby authorized to admit, in all cafes de cines 
re ſpecting the ſettlement of paupers, the teſ- the ſettle- 
timony of every otherwiſe legal witneſs, not- ment . 
withſtanding he; ſhe or they, may be inhabi- a 
tants of the city, diſtrict, borough, towuſhip 
or townſhips concerned. 


By the fixth ſ-&icn of the Act to regu- county 
late the mode of aſſeſſing and collecting coun- commilli- 
ty rates and levies,” (paſſed April the 17th. ant did 
1795. State laws, vol. III. page 745) it is on paupers. 
provided, That the county commiſhoners ſhall 
have power, on appeal, to abate or take off 
the taxes on ſuch fre emen, mechanics, or per- 
ſons of orher profeſſions, as they may think 


unable to diſcharge the fame. 


INDEX. 
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[Where this mark (><) is annexed to a page in this index, the law, 
title, or ſcHion to which it refers, ts repealed, expired, c.] 


A. 


CCOUNTS of overſeers of the poor, how to be ſettled 

and when, Ge, 28<, 67, 68. 
Accounts of diſburſements of ſale of the alms-houſe lot—of 
money borrowed by the managers, &c. to be publiſhed annu- 


ally, 49, Fos. 
of managers to be inſpected, So. 

Act for the relief of che poor, revival of 94. 
Acts, former ones repealed, 42, 54, 87, 88, 95. 
Alms houſe, keeper of, by whom appointed, 29. 
title to, recited, 36. 

lot, part of, to be ſold on ground rent, 37, 384. 

keeper of, to give bond, &c. 41 
Amendment of orders of removal, manner of 77, 78. 


Appeal to ſeſſions, in what caſes, Fes, lor, 1 oe, 15, 32 
57, Ge, 66, bg, 70, 77, 84, 86, 87. 
Appointment of overſeers, by whom and when, 3c, 61, 92, 93. 


B. 
Badge to be worn by poor perſons, 125, 
—— poor not wearing, penalty on, I 2><. 
C. 
Certiſicate, poor not to remove from one county, &c. into ano- 
ther without 23, 75, 76. 
by whom to be allowed, 23, 75, 76. 


— when granted ſhall oblige the townſhip, &c. which 
grants it to provide for the perſon named in it if he become 


chargeable, 23>, 24> 25%, 75, 76. 
——— perſons returning to the place from whence removed 
without, to be committed, &c. 55. 
to be given by managers of the houſe of employmen 

to lenders of money for building, &c. 48. 
— made aſſignable, 48>. 
Chargeable, perſons likely to become, after notice, to give ſecu- 
rity, or be removed, 20>0 
| 0 Cliarge- 
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Chargeable, Importer of perſons likely to become, to give ſceu- 


rity to tranſport or indemnify, 14. 
Collector of rates — his compenſation, 38K. 
how to proceed in collecting. 39. 

to pay monies collected to overſeers, 395. 


penalty on, for refuſing to collect and pay, 39. 
—— of duties on imported perſons, appointed, &c. 17. 
Collectors to be appointed by the gvardians of the poor, 97, 98. 


limitation of their allowance, 98. 

their powers and duties, 98. 
Commiſſioners impowered to lay a rate for building a work- 
houſe, &c. 57, 58. 
Contributors to houſe of employment, when to meet, 44. 
to appoint managers and a treaſurer, 44> 

— incorporated name and powers, 44 


— may take and hold lands to what amount, 44><- 
— having raiſed a certain ſum, mayor, &c. impowered 
to borrow money on what fecurity and for what uſe, 46. 
corporation of, their accounts to be inſpected, g. 
not meeting, on whom their powers to devolve, 905 


91. 
Conſtable, his duty, 56, 57. 
penalty on, fr 0 refuſing to do, Kc. 56, 57. 
Coſts on appeal from o of removal, 78, 79. 
—— double, given to overſeers in what cafe, 87. 
D. 
Deviſes, &c. to the poor, or to other perſons for their uſe, de- 
clared valid, 33>, 7ly 72. 
Diſorderly perſons. not to be admitted into the alms houſe, 100, 
— to be committed to the work-houſe, 100, 101. 
E. 
Election of freeholders for inſpecting overſeers' accounts time 
and place of 86. 
Employment, houſe of, proviſions for raiſing money for build- 
ing, 45 46. 
— what perſons to be received into, 518. 
— perſons behaving diſorderly in, to be committed 
to the work-houſe, 100, tor. 
— treaſurer of, to give ſecurity, 


53. 
Entry of poor perſons not to be made in the poor books, with- 
out order of juſtices, 6, 66. 


Form, 
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F. 

Form, deſe t of, in orders of removal how amended, . 77% 
Fines, forfeitures, &c. how collected and diſpoſed of, 86, 
G. 

Gifts, &c. to the poor or other perſons for their uſe, declared 

valid, a 33, 71, 72, 91. 
— to what amount, ibid 
Guardians of the poor, their duty, 91, 92. 

— — authorized to appoint, collectors of the 
poor tax, | 97. 98. 
— to appoint a treaſurer, 98, 99. 

H. 


Houſe-keepers, penalty on, for receiving perſons not having a 
legal ſettlement, without notice, 20>, 21><, 79, 80, 81. 


I. 
Importer of perſons likely to become chargeable, ſhall give ſe- 
curity to tranſport or indemnify, 14. 
Incorporated, overſeers of the poor, 34, 91. 
Jultices to appoint overſeers and when, Gt, 62, 92, 93. 
| to give a certificate of imported perſons proper to be 
landed, &c. 16. 


to examine their accounts, 3><, 28><, 29, 67, 68. 
— 10 appoint overſeers in caſe of death, &c. 31, 62. 
on complaint of the managers, to commit diſorderly 


perſons, unleſs, &c. 5 1d, Fe. 
d correct perſons behaving diſorderly in the alms- 
houſe, | 5 e, 52> 
to commit rogues, &c. to houſe of employment, work. 
bouſe, goal, &c. | Fl, $29 
——— in ſeſſions, with conſent of commiſſiouers, to build work- 
houſes, &c. 57, 58. 
powers of mayor, &c. given to, 95. 
K 2 
Keeper of the work-houſe, by whom appointed, 58. 
| his duty, 58, 
— by whom and what paid, 58, 59. 
L 
Limitation of act, N 8 884 


E 48: 3 


M 


Maintenance of perſons deſerted by their relations, &c. 84, 85, 86, 
of impotent poor, coming from their places of legal 


ſettlement how paid, 23 24>, 82, 83, 84 
Managers of houſe « employment, when and by whom appoint- 
ed, 44><» 
— —— their powers, 44>< 

— to borrow money for building, &c. if contributians 

not ſufficient, | 46 
to give certificate to lender, 46. 

to regiſter certificates, 46. 

— to employ only the intereſt of money, added to the 
capital ſtock, Job. 
— to purchaſe lots for building, 50. 
— how they are to appropriate the buildings, 50, 5 1. 
to receive and provide for poor, JO, 

— when not choſen at the time appointed, or refuſing 

to ſerve, on whom their powers to devolve, 90, 91. 


Married women where ſettled, 74. 
Maſters of veſſels, &c. to give an account of the names of all 
ſervants, paſſengers, &c. 15 
Mayor and aldermen to have the ſame pòwers within the city as 
juſtices in the counties, 7><, 95, in note. 
— to {ell on ground rent part of alms-houſe lot, 37, 
to borrow { 2000—0n what ſecurity, 45 C, 46>. 
Money borrowed by managers, how to be paid, 48, 49. 
Moyamenſing ſeparated from the city of Philadelphia, &c. 101, 
102. 


N. 


Notice, ſettlement of poor not obtained without, i, 20. 


penalty on houſe-keepers receiving perſons (not having 
a ſettlement) without, 20>x, 21>, 79, Bo, 81. 
—  - ſertlement of perſons likely to become chargeable not 
obtained by continuance after, 9 
Notice to be given by overſeers of the poor of perſons coming 
into their townſhips, &c. not having a ſettlement there, 24>, 


25, 82, 83. 
— given by overſeers to the perſons returned as their 
ſucceſſors, 61, 62. 
: O. 
Oath to be taken by overſeers of the poor, 62. 


Overſeers of che poor, how, when and by whom appointed, 3, 
61, 92, 93» 
Overſeers, 
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Overſeers, their accounts, how ſettled, 6><, 28><, 6&1, 68, 
— —--- to lay a rate or ail:(ſment, 4, 62, 63. 
— impowered to compel payment, how, 4, 5, 65» 
——— — tobe guided by county ailei[ments in laying rates, 55 


64, 05. 

——— to put poor children appreatices, 5><, 66, 
— not to enter in the poor book, or grant relief to poor 
perſons without order of jutitices, 5><, 06, 


— i to return the names ot perſons to ſucceed them, and 
to render their accounts, G, 61, 62, 
penalty on retuſal of, to return ſucceſſors or to a, 
G, 7><, 62, 70, 71, 93. 

required to receive perſons removed into their diſtriats 
by warrant, IO, .11><, 81, 82. 


— 


— —— penalty on their refuſing to receive, &c. 81, 82. 
— penalty on, for relieving poor perions not wearing 
a badge, T4 


—— — how compellable to maintain impotent poor belonging 
to their diſtricts who have left them and gone into others, 
23. 75» 83, 84. 

— — to deliver to their ſucceſſors liſts of the poor, certitt- 
cates, books, &c. 27>4, 28, Z0:<, 63, 70. 
to keep a regiſter of notices, certificates, &c. 36>. 
— ——— to pay monies remaining in their hands to their ſuc- 
ceſſors, &c. Ce 30, 3c, 67, 88. 
penalty on, for refuſing to collect pay, &c. 30, 31>, 
g 58, 69. 
—— incorporated, 34><, 72, 91. 
— — may receive lands, &c. to what amount and ute, 


344 72, gt. 


— — 


8 to collect the rent of alms-houlc lot, 38 
— —— to appoint collectors of rates 38. , 
— to purchaſe materials for employing the poor in tlie 


city and houſe of employment, 40>, 41><, 
monies received by them, to whom to be paid, 52>, 


| ><» 03, 
do give notice to perſons returned by them 5 — 
0 ſors, 61, 62. 
——— — dying, becoming iuſolvent, &c. by whom ſucceſſors 

to be appointed, 62, 
of townſhips, &c. impowered to contract for the main- 
tenace of the poor therein, 64. 


— by whom their accounts to be ſettled, 6><, 28><, 67, 68. 
perſons refuſing to be ſo maintained not to be relieved 
by | | 64. 
to permit inhabitants to 1nſpeR rates, give copies, &c. 
64, 65. 

Overſeers 


. * 
—ͤ— — 


— 


- » au. 


— * - *» 
— — ͤ— ———¾ P ——— 
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Overſeers removing, dying, &c. their books, accounts, &c. difs 


poſal of, 71, 

| actions brought againſt, what to plead, 87, 

I inveſted with the powers of the contributors, in what 

caſe | | 91, 

— to afford relief in caſes of ſudden neceſſity, 92, 

F ho long to continue in office, „93. 

A whom impowered to bind out, and for what time, 94, 
P. 

Paſfyunk, the incorporation of, with Philadelphia, &c. an- 

nulled, | 95 

Penalty on overſeers entering in the poor book or relieving auy 

perſons without an order of juſtices, 6><, 66. 


— on overſeers not rendering their accounts, r2turnin 
names of ſucceſſors, &. _ | 7, 6 
on overſeers refuſing to aQ, 75, 70, 71, 93+ 
how collected and appropriated, 7, 7i. 
on overſeers refuſing to receive perſons removed into their 
diſtrict by warrant, | 10, Li, 81, 82. 
. how recovered and applied, Il>x, 81, 82. 
on poor perſons not wearing a badge, 12. 
on overſeers relieving poor without a badge, 12. 
on houſe-keepers receiving poor not having a ſettlement 
without notice, 2 10, 79, 80. 
on overſeers not permitting inhabitants to inſpect the rates, 
refuſing copies, &c. 63. 
a on malters of veſſels, &c, importing perſons, &c. con- 
trary to law, 16, 
Poor perſons in the country to be boarded by overſeers, 64. 
—=— likelyto be come chargeable, manner of removing, to their 


place of ſettlement, 77. 
— what relations of, obliged to maintain, 5, 84. 
—— deſerted by their fathers, huſbands, &c. how maintained, 

84, 85, 86. 
—— not entered in the books, not to be relieved by overſeers, 
| 6><, 66. 


—— what acts gain them a ſettlement, 8><, 73, 74, 75, 76. 
—— removed by warrant into another diſtri, to be received by 
overſcers, when, &c. 23><, 81, 82. 
to wear à badge, 12. 
— removing from one place to another to obtain a certificate, 
| 23> 74, 75» 76. 

—— removing from one county, &c. to another, who become 
ſick or die, how and by whom expenſes are to be paid, 24>, 

| 25 83, 84. 

taxes on, may be remitted, : 103. 
Poor 


f mr J 


Poor witneſſes reſpec ing the ſettlement of panpers, to be admit- 
ted though inhahitants of the city, &c. concerned. 10% 
— gifts, &c. made to them or for their uſe declared valid, 


33 71, 725 91. 


R. 
Rate to be laid by overſeers of the poor to what amount, . 
. ; 63. 
— how to be applied, ' 4, 64- 
—— by whom allowed, 4><, 62, 63. 
how collected, 4><, 65. 


— to be laid according to county aſſeſſments, 4, 64, 65. 
— overſeers to appoint collectors of (See . Collectors,“ 38>. 
— excluſiv eone to be laid on diſtrid of Southwark, townſhips 


&c. 47. 
to de laid for repaying money borowed by managers of the 
houſe of employment in caſe, &c. 48, 49. 
—— laid by overſeers, inhabitants to be permitted to inſpect, 64, 
| 6c, 

—— copies of, to be given if demanded, — 
—— commiſſioners impowered to lay one for building a work- 
\ houſe, 57. 
——  - how collected, 58. 
Recorder of Philadelphia, to have the power of a juſtice of the 
peace, 95, in note. 
Regiſter of notices, certificates, &c. to he kept by overſeers and 
—— to their ſucceſſors, 27, 28, 69. 
Relief to poor perſons not to be granted by the overſeers without 
order of juſtices, 6><, 66. 
Rent of alms-houſe lot, by whom to be collected and how ap- 
plied, 38 


Removal of perſons likely to become chargeable - manner of, 
f | g><, 20>, 77. 
Repeal of former laws, 42, 54, 87, 88, 95. 
Rogues, vagabonds, &c. to be committed to the work houle, 

goal, &c. by whom and for what time, $5, 56. 
Revival of Act for the relief of the poor.“ 94 


8 . 

Security, perſons likely to become chargeable refuſing to give, 
to be removed, | g><, 20>%, 77. 
Servants, what, gain a ſettlement, without notice, 35, 73, 74+ 


Seſſions, appeal to, in what caſes, 5><, 10>, 1124, le, 32, 575 
65, 66, 69, 70, 84, 86, 87. 


Settlement of poor, how. obtained, 8c, 72, 73, 74, 75. 
reſpecting che, who may be admitted wit - 
neſſes, 103. 


Taxes 


ares 4 


: T . 
Tires on paupers may be remitted, / 107. 
Tunes of acts obſolete, repealed, &e. 60. 88. 
Treaſurer of honie of employment, how appointed, 44. 
— — to pre ſecuritv, 5 3. 
— of . the guardians of the poor, how to be appointed, 
98, 99. 
— his powers and duties, | 98, 99. 
W. 

Witneſſes reſpecting the ſettlement of panpers, to be admitted 
though inhabits of the city, & c. concerned, 103. 
Work, poor likely to become chargeable, to be kept at, by over · 

jeers ip the eityv, 40, 41>< 
Work houſs, juſtiues in fefions with the conſent of the commit: 
fioners, &. in pov ered to build. 57. 
Keeper f. his duty. 58. 
— — — keen! of, how an bY whom var, 58. CY. 
= ——— Mteria}s made up in, whote property, and how, diſ- 

Puizd of, 

— __ cecds of materials made up in, to whom belong- 
ing, and how appropriaied, - 59. 
— by whom and when to he viſited, 59. 
—— Yo of, to make report, 59. 
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ORDINANCES, 
RULES and BYE-LAWS 


t ön run 
Alms-Houſe 
Houſe of Employment. 


* . 
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HERE As the guardians of the poor 


of Southwark, and the townſhip of the North- 
ern Liberties, having acquired, in purſuance of 
an act of general aſſembly, made and paſſed 
the rwenty-fifth day of March, in the year 
1782, the power of appointing ſix perſons 
of their body, for the management of the 
houſe appropriated for the reception of the 
poor; and it being neceſſary for the ſup- 
port and government of the houſe aforeſaid, 
that a reviſion of the ordinances, rules and 
bye-laws, now in force, ſhould take place, 
and that ſuch further wholeſome ordinances, 
rules and bye-laws, be made and ordained as 
ſhould be found expedient: Be it therefore 
ordained and enacted by the managers ſo ap- 
pointed by the ſaid guardians of the poor, by and 


wit 
7 7 ar 
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within the city of Philadelphir diſtrict Preamble. 


2 } 


tvith the approbation of the Speaker of the 8x. 
nate, Speaker of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
Chief Tuftice and Attorney General, That, 


Manager» JI. The managers ſhall meet at the hotiſe 

to meet at 

the houſe aforeſaid, once in every week, at ſnch hours: 

once a as they ſhalt agree on, and at ſuch other times, 

week, Ke. and places, as they ſhall find neceſſary, to in- 
ſpect the ſtate of all matters and things rela- 
ting to the ſupport and employment of the ſaid 
poor, and confer and conclude thereon, and give 
ſuch orders and directions, concerning the 
ſame, as to them ſhall appear good, uſcful and 
expedient, and couſiſtent with the deſign of 


the inſtirution. 


A commit» II. Every week a committee of two mina- 
eve dhe gers ſhall be appointed, to take the more im- 
houſe twice mediate care of the poor, who ſhall give their 
a week. attendance at the honſc twice in every week, to 
Their duty. aſſiſt in maintaining the order and government | 
thereof; io inſpect the ſtate of thoſe admitted, 
and to make ſuch occafional proviſion for chem 
until the next general meeting of the managers, 
as they ſhall find neceſſary, and to adjuſt and 
ſettle the accounts of the ſteward, for ſuch 
diſburſements as he may de allowed to make in 
houſe-keeping, and report the ſame to the 


managers at their next meeting. 
Rules reſpecting the Sr E,οeb and MATO. 


| Siewardd There ſhall be a ſteward and a matron of 
and matron approved integrity and ability, who ſhall be 
appointed. choſen and appointed by the managers, and' 


removeable by them at their pleaſure. 


Steward to The ſteward of the houſe, under the direc- 
provide tion of the board, ſhall provide neceſſary pro- 


— pans; viſion for the family under his care, and ſhall 


rials for ma- —_— raw materials for manufacturing, his 
— 8 accounts 


\ 


' fine them in the dark room and feed them on Diforderly 
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accounts for which ſhall be examined and 1 


ſettſed by the board of managers. to be ſettled. 
The ſteward ſhall keep the gates at all times No perſon 
well ſecured, and a proper perſon ſhall be ap- to be 24. 
pointed to take care of the ſame, who ſhall —— 
admit none, nor let any go out without leave or to go of 
of the ſteward. If any perſon be deſirous to — 8 
ſee or ſpeak with any of the perſons in the fteward. 
houſe the door-keeper ſhall not call them with- 
out leave as aforeſaid, If any one is ſuſpected — — 
of bringing in any ſtrong liquors, or carrying reſpet to 
out any thing belonging to the houſe or to any Friaging in 
perſon therein, the door-keeper is to detain ſtrong li 
them, and give notice to the ſteward, that amn, “ 
due enquiry and ſearch may be made, and the dungs out. 
guilty puniſhed. All ſuch as in an orderly way Perſons to 
would viſit the houſe ſhall be permitted fo to de permit: 
| . . | : cd to vilit 
do, upon paying into the charity box for the the houſe, 
uſe of the poor, a ſum not leſs than one eighth 9 paying, 
of a dollar, and a perſon ſhall be appointed 


to attend and ſhew them the apartments. 


The ſteward at the hours of going to bed, Fires and 
which ſhall be at nine o*clock in the ſummer — 
and at eight in the winter, ſhall ſee all fires and ed at the 
lights extinguiſhed, excepting what ſhall be —— 2 
abſolutely required, and thoſe ſhall be left un- bed. 
under proper care. 


The ſteward ſhall ſuperintend all within the Steward to 
houſe aud fee that the ordinances, rules, bye- _ 2 
laws and orders of the managers be duly ob- obſerved. 
ſerved: if any are unruly, diſorderly or ſtub- 


bornly perverſe, he ſhall have full power to con- 


bread and water for any time not exceeding — be 


forty-eight hours, unleſs rhe viſiting commit- treated. 
tee, for the time being, ſhall order their diſ- | 
charge or direct a longer confinement; an ac- 

| count, 


t 4 1 
count of all perſons confined and of the cauſes 
of their confinement, ſha!l be laid before the 


viſiting committee, at N. time of their viſita- 
tion. KI. . ; 4 


Conduct to The ſteward, or * ve de approv- 
e, ed by the managers, ſhall attend all at meal 
pleat meals. times, and ſee the people under their care meſs 
together, according to the order or claſſes ſet- 
tled by the ſteward; that they do not directly 

begin to eat, or to help one another, but that 

ihey wait in ſilence, that the pious and devout 

among them may have an opportunity of ſay- 

ing grace, or returning thanks for the mercics 
beſtowed on them, and that they behave with 


decency and good manners towards each other. 
An account The ſteward ſhall keep an account of all the 


ol che goods goods manufactured in the houſe, which ſhall 


manufac- 


tured to be be regularly delivered to him, at leaſt once a 
kept by the week by each workman or manufacturer, of 
given to the Which he ſhall take the charge, and reader an 
managers. account thereof to the board ot e as 


often as required, - -- © 


Bell tobe The ſteward ſhall cauſe the bell ro be rung 
— os every morning, for the people to riſe to work. 
Poly ſhall keep a book wherein the names and 


of perſons ſirnames of all grown perſons under his care, 
under. thc ſhall be ſet down, and ſhall call, or cauſe them 


ſteward's 
care to be to be called over every morning at the hour ap- 


called over pointed by the managers, at which time all per- 


every 


morning, ſons are to be at their * work or em- 


Ployment. 
The matron ſhall rake care that the victuals 
* well and ſeaſonably dreſſed, the bread pre- 
general au. pared according to the direction of che mana- 
ties. gers, that the rooms be ſwept out and the beds 
"ey made every day; that the windows be frequent» 
y . for n the © heals, and 1 a 
_ . — Ouic 


Cs) 
25 be waſhed as often as ſhall be judged ne- 
eſſary; that the table linen and diſhes, &c. be 
clean; that the ſtraw in the beds be changed 
once a month at leaſt, in the ſummer ſcaſon, 
and kept clean from vermin; that the people 
be kept decent and neat, in their apparel, and 
have clean linen to ſhift once every week, for 
this end ſhe ſhall ſee, that every perſon hath 
two ſhirts or ſhifts, marked with the initial 
letters vf their names; theſe, and all the ſpare 
clothes belonging to every perſon, ſhe ſhall rake 
into her cuſtody, and cauſe them to be waſh- 
ed and mended, and ſhall deliver out tg each 
perſon clean linen, and receive from them their Ky 
foul linen, on the morning of the firſt day of — 
the week called Sunday; when any perſon dies, of a perſon 
the matron ſhall immediately take care of the e ding in 
clothes belonging to the deceaſed, cauſe them 
to be "waſhed or cleaned, and if neceſlary 
mended and depoſit them in the ſtore room 
or deliver them to the ſteward: for her aſſiſt- 
ance there ſhall be proper perſons appointed 
by the managers, or their committee, for 
theſe ſervices, as well as for the other occaſi- 
ons of the houſe. When any perſon dies, 
the nurſe -attending that ward, ſhall immedi- 
ately give notice to the ſteward, who ſhall 
farthwith order à coffin to be ſent up, and the 
dead perſon. being waſhed and laid out in a 
decent manner, ſhall without delay be placed 
in the coffin, and brought down to the room 
appointed for that purpoſe. | 


R wles relating to Perſons admitted into the 
Houſe. 


No perſon ſhall be admitted into the houſe, boring 
if known to labor under any kind of infectious — he 


diſcaſe, and if after admiſſion the n 1 
ſhall de, &c, 


lege ' 
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Mall declare the perſon ſo admitted, to have 

ſuch diforder, he or ſhe ſhall be immediately 
returned to the care of the overſeer, ſending 

Ferioos ad- ſuch perſon in. The perfons admitted into the 
bring their houſe ſhall bring their clothes and furniture 
vine with them, except the weekly board of mana- 
Ac. de, gers ſhall approve of any part being left behind. 

To be em. All perſons admitted who are capable of work. ' 
ployed; in ing, ſhall be employed, as well to inure them 
cage, man to labor, as to contribute to their ſupport. 
. All ſuch girls who are of a proper age, ſhall be 

einployed by the cook, and other officers and 

ſervants of the houſe, who ſhall inſtruct them 

as far as they are capable in cookery, houſe- 

wifcry, waſhing, ſcouring and all other work, 


to qualify them for houſhold ſervice. 


Torcyair At the ſtared hours all perſons ſhall conſtant- 
4 ly repair to their proper apartments or places 
Ir places at allotted for them, where they ſhall work order- 


Sc fied by at ſuch buſineſs, and ſo many hours as the 
hours, 
| managers ſhall direct. 


To behave None ſhall curſe or ſwear, ftrike, abuſe or 
foberly, Kc. give ill language to another, or be clamorous; 
but all ſhall behave themſelves ſoberly, decent- 
ly and courteoully to each other, and reſpect- 

fully to their ſuperiors and governors, 


Whoto Some ſuitable women, thoſe remarked for 
have the their ſobricty and good conduct, ſhall be ap- 
children. pointed to the care of the children admitted 

into the houſe, whoſe duty it ſhall be to waſh, 
comb and dreſs them every morning, or often 
er if R and to keep them free from 


vermin. 


Childrento When of; a proper age the children ſhall be 
— taught to read at ſuch hours, as ſhall be direc- 
;.” © ted by the managers, and the reſt of their, 

time, ſhall be employed in work fuited to 


their ſtrength and capacities. 
Nun 
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When any perſons are taken fick, they mall What ts be 


be immediately removed into the ſick ward, mr rp, 
that they may have the benefits of nurſing and 


medical aſſiſtance. 
Rules relating to the Employment of the People. 


Upon the ringing of the bell or other notice People to 
given, ſuch as are able to work, ſhall repair Pur 
o the ſeveral places appointed for that pur- on ringi 
＋ and ſhall there keep themſelves diligent- & 3 
y} employed from ſuch hours in the morning © 
to fuch hours in the evening, as ſhall be di- 
refed, excepting ſo much time as they be 
allowed for meals, &c. 


The common work of the men; ſhall be Men how 
picking of oakum, except they can be more ry. 
profitably employed in their proper trades. 


or otherwiſe. 


The women who are capable, ſhall be em. one 
Ployed in carding, ſpinning, knitting, ſewing, how to be 


&c. or in ſuch other proper labor, as may be ed. 
aſſigned them. | 


Rules relating to Diet. 


The managers ſhall, from time to time, as Diet of the 
often as they ſhall judge neccflary, at any meer- houſe to be 
. . f the houſ | agreed on 
ing. agree upon the diet of the houſe, to be by the mas 
continued till their further order, which a- nagers. 
greement they ſhall deliver in writing, to the 


ſteward, for his direction. 


At meal times all who are able to attend, Condud to 
* . * 0 
all upon notice being given, meet at the r 


place appointed, and eat together or in claſſes, 
as the ſteward ſhall direct When aſſembled, 
they ſhall not directly begin to eat, or to help 
one another, but ſhall wait in filence, that the 
pious and devout may have an opportunity of 


laying 


tot 
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faying grace, or returning thanks for the mers 
_ cies beſtowed on them: and ſhall moreover, 
behave with decerjcy and good manners to- 
wards each other, under the penalty of being 
: removed and deprived of the next meal; ſuch 
Penalty on as ſhall not attend at the time fixed ſhall loſe 
not attend that meal unleſs there be good reaſon for their 


ing at meal 
A abſence. 


Rules relating to the government of the Houſe. 


Inſtances All immoralities and diſobedience, to the 
of bad con- government of the houſe, or other mifbchavi- 
duct to be | 
noted in a Our, ſhall be noted in a book by the ſteward, 
ans and laid before the managers or their com- 

eWa HE” . 0 . ” 
and laid be- mittee, that ſuch bad conduct may be reſtrain- 
fore che cd, and peace and good order maintained, 
managers. 


Procces> > WHEREAS ſome flothful perſons, may 
inge as to pretend ſickneſs or lameneſs, to excuſe them- 
perions who (elves from labor, ſuch perſons ſhall be examin- 
| excuſes for ed by the phyſicians, and if it appears by their 
— rags report, and other concurring circumſtances, 

that thoſe perſons made falſe excuſes, they ſhall 
be - by ſuch an addition of labor to 
their daily work, or ſome other legal way, as 
the managers or their committee ſhall deter- 


mine. 


Good con- Such as behave themſelves ſoberly and de- 
— cently, and obſerve the rules and orders of 
the houſe, and faithfully perform the ſcveral 
taſks and employments aſſigned them, ſhall be 
entitled to ſome rewards from the managers. 


Penaley'n No perſon ſhall ſmoke tobacco in their beds, 
rlons on penalty of being denied ſmoking for one 


bare © in week or longer, or being confined in the dark 


their beds. room. 


Nene 
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None ſhall preſume to beg money or any Benz ay 
other thing, directly or indirectly, from any f begging © 
perſon who ſhall come to viſit rhe houſe, on — viſit- | 
pain of being confined in the dark room, for g ; © 
a time not exceeding forty-eight hours, 


None ſhall go out of the houſe without Penalty on 
liberty from the ſteward, and every one who S: 
obtains permiſſion {hall return decently and fo- leave of the 
berly at the rime appointed, on penalty of be- 22 
ing denied going out for one month, for the returning * 
firſt offence and three months for every offence g | at 
afterwards, or of being confined in the dark appointed. 
room at the diſcretion of the fteward or viſit- 
ing managers; and in order that thoſe treſpaſ⸗ 
ſing againſt this rule, may be better known, a 
book ſhall be kept by the ſteward, wherein the 
names of all ſuch perſons, on their return ſhall 
be entered. All who are hired by the mana- Perſons his 
gers, and receive wages in the houſe ſhall con hf * 


form to ſuch laws, orders and regulations as conform to 


ſhall be agreed on by the! manager, on pain of . 
being diſcharged. by the ma- 


If any perſons ſhall negle& to repair to their Penalty on 
proper places for work, or being there ſhal] various in, 
refuſe to work, or ſhall loiter, be idle or ſhall n, 
not perform the work allotted them, or ſhall 
waſte or ſpoil any of the materials or tools 
uſed in the ſeveral manufacturies, or ſhall dif- 
turb the houſe by clamor, quarreling, fighting 
or abuſive language, or ſhall bring any ſtronp 
liquors into the houſe without leave, or ſhal 
behave diſreſpctfully to their governors, 01 
ſhall be guilty of lying or wanton and laſcivious 
behaviour, or ſhall drink to exceſs, ſteal or pro- 
fanely curſe or ſwear, or in any other reſpe& act 
immorally or irregularly, they ſhall be puniſh- 
ed cither by denying them a meal or a _ 
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days allowance, or by ordering them to che 
dark room, there to be kept with bread and wa- 
ter, not exceeding» forty-eight hours at one 
time unleſs the managers or viſiting committee, 
for the time being order their diſcharge, direct 
a longer confinement or proceed againſt them 
before a magiſtrate there to be dealt with ac- 
cording to law: | * 


The foregoing ordinantes, rules and bye-laws, 
were agreed to by a beard of managers of 
the alms-houſe, in the city of Philadelphia, 
the twenty-fifth day of July, 1796. 

THOMAS PARKER. 
GEORGE Davis. 
SAMUEL NOBLE. 
HENRY TOLAND. 
Isaac PRICE. 
Joun M*Leop. 


Approved by 
Rozzxr Has, Speaker of the Senate. 


Groxce LATIMER, Speaker of the Houſd 
of Repreſentatives of Pennſylvania, 

Tnonas M*Kran, Chief Fuflice of the 
Supreme Court of the commonwealth of 
Pennſylvania. 


FARED INGERSOLL, Attorney General, 
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